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For The Sunday-School Times, 


“ WHAT SEEK YE?’ 





A Fact for Sunday-School Teachers. | 





BY ABBIE LLOYD. 





T his library table sits Judge M 
engaged in study. Tall and stately, 
with broad brow, deep-set eyes, and square 
chin, there is benevolence as well as 
strength expressed in his face; purity as 
well as culture. Bible commentaries, 
maps, notes and dictionaries lie before 
him, and his absorbed manner indicates 
how entirely his mind is occupied. The 
object of his investigation is evidently 
the Sabbath-school lesson for the coming 
Lord’s day. This lesson is the baptism 
of Christ by John, and the visit on the 
second day, as recorded by the other John. 
Having gathered material from every 
source attainable, the student rises and 
paces the floor, arranging it mentally in 
suitable form to present to his class. 

He recalls his own visit to the Jordan, 
the winding course of the river, its ver- 
dant banks, and the cloudless azure of 
the sky reflected in its waters. The wil- 
derness, desolate and parched by the 
burning heat, was also remembered. 
From history had been gleaned the terri- 
ble story of Herod Antipas, and the in- 
fluence his reign would exert on the 
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other topics likely to arise. 

Seeking to anticipate and be prepared 

for every possible emergency, Judge M-— 
returned to his Bible and read over again 
the passage. Suddenly his eye was 
riveted on the closing incident, and the 
question the Master asked of the two 
disciples: “ What seek ye?” A new 
rain of thought began. What was he 
seeking? What were his class seeking? 
He was forced to confess that their les- 
sons had been heretofore a kind of intel- 
lectual tournament in which the com- 
bined reading and originality of his 
scholars were fairly enlisted against his 
own larger experience and subtle ‘gic. 
But was it the sole duty of a teacher to 
prove equal to the intellectual assaults 
made on the Bible? Was he not like- 
wise to win recruits for the army of the 
Lord? Had he made any effort to learn 
how many of his class were members of 
that army? 

With troubled brow he admitted that 
in the eight Sabbaths of his teaching no 
more personal appeal had been made 
than to draw a moral from the subject 
and to present it in a general way. 
Would he be satisfied with his labors if 
called at this moment to give an account 
of his stewardship? While thus reflect- 
ing, the old clock in the hall rung cut 
slowly the hour of midnight. The still- 
ness of the house made its tones peculiarly 





solemn and the solitary muser started as | 


if a voice renewed those words: 
seek ye?” 

Must he propose this question to those 
young men? His whole habit of social 
intercourse was opposed to it. All per- 
sonal questions he regarded as intrusive, 
and this was one that touched the very 
quick. How could he, a comparative 
stranger, require these young men to lay 
bare the secret of their souls to him? 
They were all high-minded, keen in judg- 
ing men, and well aware of the failings 
of professing Christians. With some of 
them he was daily associated, and doubt- 
less his own inconsistencies were as ap- 
parent to them as those of his brethren. 
Indeed, they might truly say, “I am as 
honorable as he.” Moreover, was it wise 
to digress from the chosen topic? There 
were in the class teachers in the public 
schools, students from the university, a 
lawyer, and Mr. F——, a young man who 
was on the editorial corps of an influen- 
tial paper. They were all busy men, 
forced to omit something to prepare their 
lessons. Might they not justly complain 


“What 
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| young man whom Jesus loved. 





that this evening might be free for study. 
How could he suffer so much brain- work 
to be wasted? It was useless to expect 
time for both subjects ; once launched in 
discussion nothing else could be thought 
of. 

Thus he argued with conscience, but 
with no success. Peace came not until 
he had decided to discover what was the 
attitude of each of his scholars toward 
God. In this resolution he came before 
his class on the next morning. With a 
few impressive remarks he related his 
experience of the evening before, and 
how impossible it had been for him to 


| escape the conviction that the one thing 


for them to decide that day was, ‘‘ What 
seek ye” in Christ? and beginning at 
the head of the class he passed the in- 
quiry from one to the other. 

Their respect for him and his evident 
emotion induced them to give an honest, 
serious reply; but not one could say he 
had sought his Lord and Saviour. Young 
Mr. F—— was the last to be questioned. 
His companions listened curiously for 
his answer. His wit had often provoked 
laughter, and his sharp arguments taxed 
his teacher to the utmost. Perhaps none 
there wielded a stronger influence. A 
leader in pleasure, handsome, vivacious, 
full of animal spirits, few were more 
popular, or gave such promise of a long 
and successful career. 


Judge M—— could but think of the 
Mr. 
F —~— was evidently agitated. A red 
flush surged up to his forehead as he an- 
swered: “I have sought in Christ an 
historical personage to afford me mental 
diversion, and an opportunity to display 
my poor little skill in argument; but 
your words show me what an image of 
hay and stubble I have been setting up 
before me. From this day I shall seek 
a Redeemer for my sins.” 

His teacher was deeply moved. If 
there had been one among his class to 
whom he had most dreaded to present 
the crucified Saviour it had been Mr. 
F ; and now he was the sole one to 
confess his need of Him. The teacher 
could only exclaim, with deep feeling in 
his tone, “‘ God grant you may truly find 
Him!” When the class separated he in- 
vited the young man to accompany him 
home, and in the privacy of his study 
commended him to Christ. And the an- 
swer of acceptance came before the two 
separated. Indeed, the young man con- 
fessed that the example of his teacher, 











cide that he would embrace the religion 
of Jesus Christ. 

Saturday again, and as Judge M—— 
was leaving court a messenger met him, 
summoning him to the bedside of Mr. 
F——. He had been thrown down by a 
runaway horse and fatally injured. Only 
a few hours of life remained to him. 
Hastily obeying the summons the Judge 
entered the chamber of Death. We, 
who know the agcny of that presence 
cannot endure any description of it. My 
only object is to repeat the words of the 
dying scholar; words that diffused the 
breath of heaven in their intense joy and 
peace : 

“ Dearest friend! I cannot die without 
telling you how bright the world to 
which I am hastening seems. This dread- 
ful pain cannot hide it from me, and I 
know Jesus «is near. Through eternity, 
dear sir! I shall be thankful for your 
faithfulness last Sunday. If you had 
not spoken as you did, what should I 
have to sustain me now! Suffering like 
this permits no leisure to prepare for 
death. Oh, tell the class from me not to 
delay a moment to make their calling 
and election sure !” 

Need I tell you of the solemn awe that 
rested on the class when’ this message 
was given. That vacant seat, and the 
knowledge that the handsome face and 
the noble form of their late associate 
were still in death, gave startling em- 
phasis to it, and none dared listen care- 
less!y. One after another of the young 
men gave themselves to the service of 
Jesus, and then began to teach others 
the way. Judge M——, thus deprived 
of his former scholars, gathered new 
faces around him, for whose instruction 
he prepared as thoroughly as before, but 
he never after suffered a person toremain 
long in his class without questioning 
him about his soul’s welfare; and many 
through his s ieee found Christ. 





For The Sunday School Times. 
AMUSEMENTS. 


BY JULIA MCNAIR WRIGHT. 


66 AS it not Dr. Johnson,” de- 

manded my Lucille, “ who said 
‘alas! for the paucity of human amuse- 
ments, if hunting must be considered 
one’ ?” 

“Tf he said so, he set a very low esti- 
mate on the pleasure and profit of horse- 
manship,” replied Kate. 

“Whether he was right or wrong in 
the particular instance,” said Lucille, 
“one thing is certain, I am forever 
echoing, ‘alas! for the paucity of human 
amusements ;’ are not you?” 


“No; I have always been too busy to 
question whether Iam amused or not 
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but I enjoy myself very well after all.” 

Then here the girls appealed to me, 
“ Are human amusements few or many?” 

“ My children,” I responded, looking 
up from my knitting, “ they are both too 
few and too many for one class of people, 
and more than enough for another.” 

“They are more than enough,” said 
Kate, “for those whose main object in 
life is not merely to be amused.” 

“Yes,” I answer; “we say that men 
succeed in what they make the aim of 
their lives; if that is a rule, it finds an 
exception in all those whose aim is 
amusement,” 

“ Some very good people do not believe 
in any kind of amusements,” said Lu- 
cille, pouting. 

“Some very good people lack the 
charity and broad sympathy of their 
Master,” I replied, promptly. “A vision 
of Jerusalem restored has for one scene 
the streets full of playing girls and boys. 
Christ did not hold himself aloof from 
social gatherings and the innocent plea- 
sures of the people. Enemies found 
fault, to be sure—‘ The Son of man is come 
eating and drinking ; and ye say, Behold 
a gluttonous man, and a wine-bibber !’ 
For the man who lives to be amused 
amusements are too few to satisfy his 
abnormal craving, and yet they are so 
many that they surfeit him and destroy 
his capacity for enjoyment. Amuse- 
ments are the cakes and confectionery o1 
life; good at the right time and in right 
proportion, but not by any means to be 
lived upon, Permit a human being from 
childhood to be a genuine amusement 
hunter, and by the time he is twenty-five 
he will have no pleasure left but to go 
and hang himself. 


“Go through the streets, choose a 
fashionable promenade, and these wea- 
zened, prematurely old women are not 
those whom work and care has aged, but 
the unfortunates who have all their lives 
been only intent on having a good time. 
Poor souls! they have untimely crows’ 
feet about their eyes, and little fretting 
lines around their mouths, When they 
were small children their dolls’ hair 
came out of curl, and her toes would 
turn in; and now, that they are older, 
they find the opera not so good as it used 
to be, and the ball is dull ; and their box 
at the theatre ia not the box they wanted. 
They wish there was some comfort in 
living, but there is not. 


“Here is a young person who works 
for her living; she is a book-keeper 
maybe, or perhaps she teaches school, or 
copies law-papers. She goes to a concert 
once in a long while; now and then she 
visits an exhibition of pictures, she buys 
a chromo in some flush hour, and when 
she gets hold of the last popular book, 
behold her, luxuriously disposed in an 
arm-chair, the light just right, and her- 
self at the very acme of human enjoy- 
ment. These pleasures, which are her 
life’s ornament and not its staple, make 
her bright and happy, and so illumine 
her face that her pleasure pursuing sis- 
ters get envious and wonder why some 
people have all the good luck.” 

“What haggard faces!” whispers 
Tom to Dick, as the Misses Merry go by, 
glorious in Lyons velvet. 

“Poor dears,”’ says Dick, “ their sole 
business in this world is to be jolly, and 
it is very hard on them!” 

Take a child at play. It is happy so 
long as it does not stop to question if it 
is happy: with consideration comes 
doubt, So grown people will not find 
amusement in those things from which 
they feel in duty bound to extract 
amusement, whether or no. True pleasure 
is spontaneous ; we are happy because 
we are, not because we have something 








which ought to make us so. The trim- 
ming on your dress, my Lucille, is very 
beautiful, but were your dress all trim- 
ming it would be neither useful nor 
pretty. You display more good sense 
about your dress than you do in the con- 
duct of your daily life. You make tab- 
leaux, parties, excursions, visits, visitors, 
music, dancing, novels, cards, games the 
business of your existence; the conse- 
quence isthat you do but merely exist; you 
do not live buoyantly, earnestly, success- 
fully. And yet, thus far, we have only 
been skimming the surface of this theme 
of amusements, and have not touched 
the real reason why the amusement 
hunter fails to be amused. 

“ A Christian,” says Kate, “ has duty, 
not mere pleasure, for his rule ; he knows 
that he was put into the vineyard to 
work and he takes his pleasures happily, 
as a holiday treat, which shall re-invigo- 
rate him for labor.” 

Our Kate is wise, she speaks from an 
experience beyond that of dear Lucille. 
Here is the reason of the paucity of 
human amusements ; they are poor, not 
so much in fewness as in themselves. 
The amusements of the worldling must 
ever be unsatisfying; they are the un- 
substantial froth on a glass of cham- 
pagne. Mle has a craving that none of 
his pleasures can satisfy ; he has a voice 
in his soul which no trifles he may gather 
can fill; he longs after something; like 
a peevish child he hardly knows what 
he wants. His need is for a living faith, 
an external hope ; let him get that and it 
will enrich everything else that he pos- 
sesses, 

The worldling cries out of the paucity 
of human amusements, because he is 
trying to gain from them a satisfying 
fullness which they can never afford; as 
soul-food, amusements are poor indeed. 
Let him who is pining over the poverty 
of all his sources of enjoyment, question 
if he is not trying to make his life a gar- 
den, by means of certain evanescent 
leaves and blossoms, while he lacks the 
grand root of God-loving, which alone 
can cause his wilderness to blossom like 
a& rose. 

Have amusements, innocent amuse- 
ments, my Kate and Lucille, by all 
means, but have them in the right way, 
the right time, the right quantity; and be 
sure you have peace of conscience and 
joy of heart as a substantial ground work, 
else these amusements will keep slipping 
away and you will be left to cry, “alas! 
for their paucity.” 





THE SILVER BELLS. 


N Eastern poetry they tell of a won- 
drous tree, on which grew golden 
apples and silver bells; and every time 
the breeze went by and tossed the frag- 
rant branches, a shower of those golden 
apples fell, and the living bells chimed 
and tinkled forth their airy ravish- 
ment, On the gospel tree there grow me- 
lodious blossoms; sweeter bells than those 
which mingled with the pomegranates 
on Aaron’s vest; holy feelings, heaven 
taught joys; and when the wind bloweth 
where he listeth, the south wind waking, 
when the Holy Spirit breathes upon that 
soul there is the shaking down of mel- 


| low fruits, and the flow of healthy odors 


all around, and the gush of sweetest 
music, where gentle tones and joyful 
echoings are wafted through the recesses 
of the soul. Not easily explained to 
others, and too ethereal to define, these 
joys are on that account but the more 
delightful. The sweet sense of forgive- 
ness; the conscious exercise of all the 
devout affections, and grateful and ador- 
ing emotions Godward; the lull of sin- 
ful passions, itself ecstatic music, an 


exulting sense of the security of the well 
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grief as a ground of consolation. 





ordered covenant ; the gladness of surety, 
righteousness, and the kind spirit of 
adoption, encouraging to say, “Abba, 
Father,” all the delightful feelings which 
the Spirit of God increases or creates, 
and which are summed up in that com- 
prehensive word, “Joy in the Holy 
Ghost.” —Dr. Jas, Hamilton. 
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AFTER EASTER. 


BY MARY J. PORTER. 

The Easter flowers are drooping, 

Their fragrance fainter grows; 
We mourn the fading lily, 

The violet and the rose, 
That yester morn were lifting 

Their petals toward the sky, 
Speaking to dying mortals, 

Of hopes that cannot die. 


We saw their forms of beauty, 
We felt their perfumed breath, 
And knew that spring had loosened 
The wintry bond of death; 
We hailed with songs of triumph 
The blooming of the flowers, 
And in their resurrection 
We saw the type of ours. 


For on the Easter morning, 
Befcre the dawn of day, 

At Joseph’s garden sepulchre 
The stone was rolled away, 
And Christ came forth a victor! 

In that stupendous hour 
Captivity was captive— 
The grave had lost its power ! 


So, while the fair azalias 
In snowy clusters shine, 
We lift the’cross above them, 
And round it we entwine 
The ivy and the myrtle 
In wreaths of fadeless green : 
Because to Faith's clear vision, 
A living Christ is seen. 


And pinks of deep carnation, 
And calla lilies white 
Proclaim to all beholders 
In words of radiant light: 
“* Jesus the Lord is Risen! 
The Saviour crucified 
O’er Death is more than conqueror; 
Praise Him who once hath died!” 


‘Then, though the flowers are bending 
Their graceful stamens low, 
We'll not forget their message, 
But onward as we go 
To meet the King of Terrors 
We evermore will sing, 
“O Grave, where is thy victory, 
O Death, where is thy sting ””’ 
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CONSOLATIONS UPON THE LOSS 
OF LITTLE ONES. 


BY THE REY. A. MCELROY WYLIE, 


\ HEN I go into yonder parlor, and 

gaze upon the sweet face of that 
pictured angel within the gilt frame 
over the mantel-piece, and when the be- 
reft mother comes in and joins me in 
gazing upon those speaking features, and 
we can almost hear the pulsations of her 
tender heart, well nigh bursting with 
emotion, one feels as if he would like to 
draw the curtain aside and peer into the 
mysteries of Providence, and ask for 
some strong reasons which might be laid 
as timely consolations to the mourning 
heart of that afflicted parent. “So 
young, 80 fair, so bright, so promising, and 
then the only one! Oh, it is almost too 
much to endure!” and then, after the 
vain effort, she yields herself up to a pro- 
longed spasm of grief—a strong grief 
which, as yet, can yield no fountain of 
tears. 

The pastor longs to give consolation ; 
but what can he say? And yet there 
are considerations which, if taken by the 
afflicted one, pondered and prayed over 
will yield no little return of quiet and 
abiding consolation. 

The father, or the mother, exclaims 
with a swelling heart, “‘ There’s no sor- 
row like that of a parent mourning over 
the departure of an only child—all other 


eet are but as the pain of a moment 
y comparison !” 

You may point to this very breaking 
up of all the crusts of the heart, to this 
very overflow of tender and touching 
If you 





are wise, you will speak as far as possi- 
ble from that tone which even hints that 
it is wrong and rebellious to mourn. 

Is it a matter of slight concern that 
such a font of tenderness and love has 
been opened in your heart? Is it not 
better to have loved and lost than never 
to have known such a wealth of love as 
that? The angel-child, very true, was 
with you but a short time; but may it 
not have been Heaven-sent to stir those 
stagnant waters, that a new and healing 
property might be imparted to this out- 
flow of a soul’s tenderest affection? Is it 
not a golden weight dropped into the 
heavenly side of the scale, that hence- 
forth you will be able to make the cause 
of every mourning parent your own? 
That henceforth every child you meet 
will be an angel, to ply at the avenues of 
your heart, to bring in a family of higher 
thoughts and sweeter reflections? 

Probably there are no sweeter or riper 
spirits on the earth than those which have 
matured in the atmosphere of such pa- 
rental sorrow. Showers of tears become 
showers of grace. Memories become 
the same as sanctified acts of the im- 
agination, for the memory becomes a 
picture-gallery where hang the most 
winning portraits of truth. 

It comes to pass now that a little child 
shall lead them. The parent opens the 
Bible with a new interest, and the father- 
hood and motherhood of God have now 
a true interpreter within the afflicted 
soul. Paternal regard and pity are un- 
derstood as they were never understood 
before. ‘‘ Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children,” comes forth 
from the dead page, and preaches as 
only a little child can preach. 

With what fondness and relish does 
that parent dwell upon all the best tea- 
tures of childhood, and how every such 
feature becomes the side of a mirror, 
from which is brightly reflected a truth of 
Providence or a truth of his Word! 

The simple readiness of the child to be- 
lieve—how it is remembered and dwelt 
upon! and so. they exercise a simple 
faith who become as a little child. To 
doubt belongs to an older and a worse 
state; and now to go back to the simple 
exercise of belief is the highest possible 
exercise of the soul when it is entertained 
toward God, who cannot lie and is in- 
capable of error. 


Then the sweet simplicity and trans- 
parency of character!—how this is re- 
called, and is as a gem of heaven set in 
the coronet of parental memory! Here 
the little child preaches again. How 
touchingly that little image stands out, 
and how transparent! No concealment 
of motives; no double-dealing; no half 
revelations of mind and will, but a win- 
ning, uncalculating, confiding exhibition 
of character. Thus, again, the little child 
preaches—and with what power, winning 
the parental heart to become, in a spirit- 
ual sense, what it was in a natural sense. 

Again, how well it is remembered that 
the child lived in a sweet and whole- 
souled abandon, borrowing not a straw 
of trouble or burden for the future. How 
plain now that this was the inseparable 
fruit of unquestioning faith in the parent ! 
Father and mother will provide. There 
is hardly thought enough about it to ex- 
cite the shadow of a doubt, or the re- 
motest echo of a question. And here 
again is not the child the preacher? 
Does it not occur to the stricken parent 
that this is the sweet privilege of the 
adopted of God? Faith introduced into 
the household; and the children, in a 
proper sense, live in the present. There 
is no anxiety for the to-morrow of this 
world. If the future comes up at all, it 
is the future of the other life—where the 
true home is, and where the child is glad 
to go at the vacation hour, when tasks 
and toil and all home-sickness will be 
left behind. And is there not a high 
and holy spiritual sense for the applica- 
tion of such memories? 


And, again, it is remembered how the 
child-life afforded the true back-ground 
on which to set forth the nature of genu- 
ine humility. It was never ashamed to 
own its home, its kindred, its associates. 
It thought little of the outward and 
showy conditions, and never dreamed of 
envying the more assuming airs of a 
neighbor’s estate. Home was home to it, 
ee it would not have exchanged even 
its humble conditions for all the glare 
and show of the palace in the next street. 

And does not the little child turn 
preacher again and reveal a new truth, 
or at least a new interpretation of eter- 
nal truth in the chambers of that stricken 
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heart? Is not true humility understood | 
now as it never was understood before? | 
Is it not clear now that the spirit of | 
adopted childhood in the father’s house- 
hold is to be content with what makes 
one’s own home, and never to think of, 
much less envy, the outward conditions of 
one’s neighbor? 

Is it nothing, rather is it not a great 
deal, that that child was taken away just 
at the time when its childhood would be 
forever fixed in the heart and memory of 
the fond parent ?—tixed indelibly and 
unchangeably with all the winning fea- | 
tures of a life unstained by deliberate 
transgression ; and so, acting ever as an 
all-present and pervading influence to 
constrain upward! And is it no smal 
gain in the way of consolation that the 
victory has been won even before the 
battle was fought? that one thing is 
certain, it has escaped all the ills which 
the parents now deplore? that its estate is 
fixed in paradise beyond a peradventure? 

Is it nosmall gain that the parents can 
never look up to the starry pavement 
without thinking that they have two 
little feet which are now disporting upon 
those jeweled walks? And is it nosmall 
matter that they daily see those little 
hands beckoning them to be weaned 
from the world, and to come up and be 
an unbroken family in heaven? Do not 
these and such like reflections afford 
abounding consolation to every parent 
who mourns the loss of a little one? 








For The Sunday-School Times, 
“4 CHRISTIAN HOME AS AN AUX- 
ILIARY TO SUCCESSFUL SUN- 
DAY-SCHOOL TEACHING.” 


BY REV. C. H. EVEREST. 





{Outline of an address given at the late joint 
ineeting of the New York Teachers’ and the Bap- 
tist Sunday-School Associations. Reported by 
Charles Hopkins. } 





NO trace the relations between the Sun- 
day-school work and Christian home 
influences is as simple as to reveal the 
vital union existing between the bur- 
dened branches and the hidden roots of 
atree. The one springs from the other; 
the one is the inspiration of the other ; 
and the same elements must be employed, 
the same saccharine principle honored 
in successful Sunday-school work that 
makes the true Christian home the 
sweetest spot on earth. 

Perhaps the best way of bringing the 
specific points on which [ wish to speak 
into relief, will be by presenting a merely 
nominal Christian home as a back- 
ground. Every observant teacher dis- 
covers in the class gathered before him 
the photographs of the homes repre- 
sented. In face and demeanor each in- 
dividual reveals the secret counsels of 
the domestic circle from whence he came. 
That one on the right plainly affirms the 
motives that sent him to the class. He 
is a high pressure boy, a disturbing ele- 
ment in the family, a sure interrupter of 
the Sunday afternoon nap, and the pa- 
rents look upon the Sunday-school as a 
blessed safety valve; and not to disap- 
point expectation the aforesaid pupil 
blows off steam through the whole session 
to the griet of the teacher and the con- 
fusion of the class. 

Next to him sits one in whom a home 
inconsistency reappears as a hardened 
prejudice that bafiles efforts and prayers 
for months. In # moment of wrath the 
father has whirled him about the room 
by the ear, alternating sharp words with 
sharp cuffs, aud the boy has gone out so- 
liloquizing thus: ‘‘Tne minister said if 
a man is a Christian he will be gentle 
and patient, and be able to bridle his 
tongue, but tather is a Christian, and the 
miuister lied.” Nowif you wish to reach 
that boy’s heart with religious truth you 
must address his other ear, tor the one 
that was pinched cannot be persuaded. 

Sull another exhibits the insensibility 
to the beauty of the gospel that comes 
from a vicious home influence. His 
young faith has been demoralized. The 
discordant notes of unbelief have become 
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familiar, and the harmonized strings of 
truth wust be touched with rare aud pa- 
tient skill beture the heart 
awakened to a new and better life, 





A Chinaman becomes so reconciled to 
the horrid din of the gong, and his mu- 
sical taste so irritated that it would take 
along besiegement of Thomas’s Orchestra 
to compel him to yield to the melody of 
true music. 

Now I will briefly set in cuntrast a few 
of the potent and helptul influences of a 
true Christian home, And as a preface 
we may assume that God has established 
the best possible method of warming 
the heart into a new life,and rearing that 
life for heaven. 

He set the peoples in families. He or- 


| dained fathernoud and motherhood. 


The Sunday-school unaided may meet 
the needs of many who sutfer the affliction 
oft moral orphanage. Tne Sunday-school 
is the aunt, and an aunv’s care is infinitely 
better than none; but the home is the 
mother and stands unrivaled. 

Sume years ago, at the request of a 
friend, I wrote to the well-known Shaker, 
Daniel Hawkins, asking for information 
concerning his steam hatching machine, 
that was said to hatch out five or six hun- 
dred chickens at a time, and quite leave 
hens in the shade. Dauniel’s answer was in 
substance this: “The hatching machine 
is a humbug, and has been abandoned ; 
but my opinion is that for hatching eggs 
and raising chickens hens are a success,” 

Now, tu present in order the reasons 
for my faith in Christian home influence, 
I remark, 

1. The very nature of the subjects 
before the Suuday-school is the strongest 
plea for the auxiliary influence of the 
Christian household. The unseen and 
elerual verities are pressed upon the 
young faith. But the titles of Christ, 
the attributes ot God, the affluent prom- 
ises are but dead words until interpreted 
by earthly relations. Selt-denial is de- 
fined by the tireless offerings of parental 
devotion, Forgiveness means smother- 
ing the sobs on a mother’s breast and 
losing the tears of repentance under a 
mother’s kiss. Trust is the sentiment 
that holds it impossible tor father or 
mother to tell a le. Sheltering love is 
the interposing of the shield to every as- 
sault—"* {’1l tell my mother,” even as a 
Christian goes and tells Jesus, and finds 
all wrongs righted. We must also re- 
member that the pith of the truth comes 
tw children at home, My two little chil- 
dren were being prepared tor bed when 
the little boy asked what kind of clothes 
we shall wearin heaven, and was quickly 
answered by his sister, ‘‘ Why, Eddie, 
we shan’t wear any clothes in heaven, 
Don’t you know that nothing but our in- 
sides go to heaven?” The spirit of the 
truth was there, that “flesh and blood 
shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven,” 
though it was unclothed, 

2. The tenacity with which the young 
hold divine truths depends largely on as- 
sociation. Home associations sancufy 
common things; how much more then 
those that are holy? The old arm-chair 
in your dwelling is above price, because 
your father sat in it for fifty years—in 
like manner do the associations that sur- 
round the parents’ Bible, the father’s 
God, the mother’s faith, form a formid- 
able bulwark against the assaults of in- 
fidelity. 

3. But, above all, the keynote of the 
gospel is struck in a Christian home, viz: 
a self sacrificing love. A mother’s devo- 
tion is the best symbol of Christ’s love. 
In a fearful storm on Lake Erie a man 
was nobly struggling to bear his wife 
and two children to the shore. After 
despera 'e exertions, becoming exhausted, 
he cried out in despair, “My God, 
what shall I do?” Instantly came the 
reply of the mother, “‘ Drop me and save 
the children.” Nerved by the heroism 
of the answer, the father made another 
frantic effurt, but a second time crying 
out in his agony the same sweet voice 
ruse above the waves, ‘Drop me and 
save the children.” The mother-body 
might sink, but the mother-heart in 
which were sheltered her little ones 
would ride the billows like a life-boat. 

But I turn from this theme, An in- 
fluence that runs lke a simple melody 
throuvh all the variations of life cannot 
be represented by words; an influence 
that is alike omnipotent with ‘ theinfant 
of days,’ and the man of fourscore years ; 
like ‘tthe bush that burned, but did not 
consume,” it commands our silent rever- 
ence. Your memory and mine invest this 
theme with peculiar sacredness. Do you 
not remember the Sabbath night of long 
ago Wheu the evening hymn, “ Heaven 


air, and you felt that if heaven was like 








that home circle isc was a place worth 
striving for indeed? And have you for- 
gotten the hand that toyed with your 
hair as you sang, a hand that toward you 
ever found it “ more blessed to give than 
to receive?” Such a hand I held but 
yesterday, but the thoughts that came 
like trooping angels to me were akin to 
those that indited the following beauti- 
ful lines : 


“Such beautifnl, beautiful hands, 
They're neither white nor small ; 

And you, I know, would scarcely think 

That they were fair at all. 

I've looked on hands whose form and hue 
A sculptors dream might be; 

Yet are these aged wrinkled hands 
Most beaut ful to me. 


“ Such beautiful, beautiful hands! 
Though heart were weary and sad, 
These patient hands kept toiling on, 
That the children m‘ght be glad. 
Tal . ost weep. as ‘onking back 
To childhood’s dis'ant day, 
I think how these hands rested not 
When mine were at their play. 


“ Such beautiful, beautiful hands! 
They re growing feeble now ; 

For time anc pain have left their mark 
On hand and heart and brow. 

Alas! alas! the nearing time 
And the sad, sad day to me, 

When ‘nea‘h the daisies. out of sight, 
‘hese hands will folded be. 


“ But. oh beyond this shadow-lamp, 
Where all is »rignt and fair, 
I know full well these dear old hands 
Will palms of victory bear ; 
Where crystal streams, through endless years, 
Flow over golden sands, 
And where the old grow young again, 
I'll clasp my mother’s hands,” 





ly ‘For The Sunday-School Times. 
“ NOT BY MIGHT, BUT BY MY 
SPIRIT SAITH THE LORD.” 


BY MRS, H. N. K. GOFF. 


SSUMING that some of the readers 
of The Sunday-School Times, were 
interested in our account of “a modest 
temperance work” given in your issue of 
Feb. 13th, perhaps an additional report 
and brief summary of its apparent results 
may not be amiss. Yet the pen hesitates, 
doubtful what of the abundance to re- 
port, and what withhold; and eternity 
alone can sum up the results. 

Such hymns as “Dare to do right,” 
“Jesus the water of life can give,” 
“Oh! think of a home over there,” and 
“Shall we gather at the river?” are as a 
result of that work on the lips of nearly 
every child in the neighborhood; and 
they are often heard in the high, piping 
voices of the little singers ringing 
through the halls and apartments of the 
old distillery, unsubdued by the sounds 
of contention and profanity. Can the 
present or future influence of even these 
be recorded or estimated by a finite 
being ? ; 

The room has been closed for the sea- 
son, so far as temperance work is con- 
cerned. The regular working corpsin this 
place never numbered more than four; 
two of these had been obliged to desist ; 
and as another expected to leave the 
city at an early and uncertain day, it was 
not deemed advisable to renew the lease 
for a fourth month. 

The last gathering was on a stormy 
Sabbath morning in early March, It 
had been the intention to hold the fare- 
well services on the Friday evening pre- 
ceding, but a misunderstanding as to the 
place.of rendezvous frustrated that plan, 
as it had never been thought quite safe 
for the ladies to go singly to the premises 
after dark, thqugh that had been done 
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highest sway; and sober people in the 
vicinity had not dared, or been able, to 
sleep. 

Had they known this, it probably 
would not have deterred the ladies from 
attempting the meeting, as they had com- 
menced the work anticipating far more 
violence then they ever encountered 
there; though the panels of their door 
were broken in, and on the evening of 
election day bits of ice, old shoes, and 
empty fruit-cans came erashing through 
the glass of their window, and they mo- 
mentarily expected to be struck by the 
missiles, Yet they thoroughly conquered 
peace weeks before the meetings were 
discontinued, and all by kindness and 
love. 

A large basket of oranges had been 
provided as a new and rare treat for the 
last meeting. Coffee and buns had been 
served on a previous occasion, though 
ordinarily only mental and moral re- 
freshments were furnished, 

The utmost quiet reigned through the 
whole building at 10 A. M. on that Sab- 
bath morning, for its miserable tenants 
were yet in their miserable beds, though 
many children of the neighborhood were 
scattered up and down the narrow pave- 


ment, watching for the coming of “the © 


ladies.” 

The eagerness of those children for the 
recurrence of “the prayer-meetings,” as 
they preferred to call them, was truly 
touching; and often (as is yet the case) 


when walking Chestnut Street and other 
busy thoroughfares of the city, those la- 
dies have heard the cry “Star and Item!” 
or “black ye’r boots, sir?” and recognized 
some one of “our boys,” who invariably 
ran to ask in a quiet and respectful man- 
ner, “When is the next prayer-meet- 
ing?” ‘“Ain’t ye going to have any 
more? Oh! do, now,” and it is sad to 
say them “ No.” 

No officer was there on that stormy 
morning, and the boys seemed in a very 
active state of mind; so a delay ensued 
till a lady could go down through the 
storm to the station-house, It may seem 
strange that this was needful, though 
those ladies were experienced in the go- 
vernment of day and Sunday-schools, but 
their auditors had been utterly lawless, 
fearing nothing in heaven above, or 
earth beneath, save a police officer. 

When the fire had been built, the room 
warmed, and all things in readiness, the 
door was opened and the rvom quickly 
filled. That was the best meeting of the 
season, a sweet solemn service ; and it is 
believed that its effects will not have 
been lost or obliterated when all those 
present, the respectful and attentive 
officer included, stand in presence of 
Him who judgeth according to that a 
man hath, and not according to that he 
hath not. It was not announced as being 
the last service, but the fact seemed half 
suspected, and all present paused to 
shake hands with each lady before pass- 
ing out, 


‘*What Further Results ?’’ 


Many of those children refuse to drink 
beer, which they furmerly did; and will 
not bring it for their parents, who, 
strangely, do not attempt to enforce such 
serviee, 

Two young men, bar-tenders, have 
quit that occupation; signed the pledge, 
and are keeping it ; and the owner of the 
old tenement-house—the old distillery— 
has closed her saloon, 








in rare instances. A watchful provi- 
dence doubtless ordered the postpone- 
ment of the meeting, for on Saturday | 
they learned that not only that whole 
building but the entire neighborhood 
was that night in a state of great excite- 
ment and alarm. Every adult inmate of 
that house, with perhaps a single excep- 
tion, was in a state of intoxication in its | 
most violentform. Police officers watched 


| the premises all through the dark hours, | 
| momently expecting to hear the cry of 


can be | is my home,” floated out on the summer | 


‘murder’ from some member of the four 
intemperate families in, and among, 


which rum and pugilistic combat held | 
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A DESTITUTE REGION. 


DESTITUTE region, indeed! Itis , 


44 the field of a missionary of the 
American Sunday-Schoo! Union, partly 
in Missouri and partly in Arkansas. It 
is in size 250 by 150 miles, extending 
from the Mississippi west to the Cherokee 
Nation. Tke people in it are mostly 
poor, and divided into different denomi- 
nations. The preachers are uneducated. 
One took his text from ‘ P-sa-lams,” 
and another from ‘ Paul’s Epistle to 2d 
Peter!” There are few meeting-houses, 
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but school-houses built of blackjack poles. 
Some of the counties did not have one 
Sunday-school when the mi:sionary went 
there, and even now there is a large 
county having only two schools, Last 
summer the missionary organized a union 
school in a neighborhood where they had 
no preaching. In the fall a revival fol- 
lowed; twenty-five persons belonging to 
the school were hopefully converted, and 
a church was organized. S. B. 8. B. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
MR. HAMMOND INSAN FRANCISCO. 





BY MRS, SARAH B,. COOPER, 


— FRANCISCO is accustomed to 
) being well shaken up, but not after 
the manner of its present shaking. The 
sturdy old Californian stands unblanched 
amid the convulsive upheavings of old 
Mother Earth; in fact, he is on terms of 
intimate fellowship with riotous earth- 
quakes, but of these Heaven-quakes he is 
profoundly ignorant, and they seem to 


jostle and start him from his wonted 


equilibrium, 

On Saturday evening, February 20th, 
Mr. Hammond began his work in this 
city. A daily prayer-meeting had been 
held for seven weeks previous, and the 
hearts of Christians were tender and ex- 
pectant. The rank and file of the Lord’s 
army had been burnishing up their 
weapons of warfare, and were well 
equipped for action. They were ready 
for marching orders, and Mr. Hammond 
was quite ready to issue the word of com- 
mand. And so it came to pass, for the 
first time in the history of our stirring 
and beautiful city, that the hosts of our 
Ciod started forth for mighty conquest. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, the 21st, 
an immense assemblage of children 
gathered in Dr, Stone’s church, one of 
the largest audience rooms of the city, to 
listen to Mr. Hammond. The meeting 
was of the most interesting character, a 
deep and earnest feeling pervading the 
entire gathering. Mr. Hammond loves 
children and reaches them with magical 
facility. There have been many chil- 
dren’s meetings, all of which have been 
well attended, and a variety of most 
touching and interesting scenes and in- 
cidents have characterized these im- 
mense gatherings. The stories and illus- 
trations given by. Mr. Hammon are 
calculated to awaken in the children a 
lively sense of the tender and brooding 
love of the blessed Redeemer, and turn 
their little hearts in grateful adoration 
to One who has done so much for them. 
Among the earliest fruits of this blessed 
revival season was the conversion of a 
young miss, of about fifteen, whose case 
embodies much of unusual interest. 
Naturally bright, vivacious, and of strong 
will power, she possesses decidedly pro- 
nounced characteristics, both of mind 
and heart. Underlying much of external 
sweetness and attractiveness was the la- 
tent heat of volcanic action, that on oc- 
casion could spend itself with suggestive 
force. Her father, one of our most popu- 
lar pastors, had felt the deepest concern 
for her spiritual welfare. She had long 
been a member of his Bible class, which 
atforded additional opportunity for 
earnest teaching and exhortation, But 
so resolutely had she set herself against 
all appeal that she would not only evince 
the most frigid indifference, but would, 
when appeal waxed fervent, not infre- 
quently, literally stop her ears with her 
fingers in a half-vexed, half-defiant, 
half-playful attitude of resistance. When 
asked if she loved Jesus, she would 
promptly respond, “ No, nor do I wish to 
love him!” And yet, with it all, there 
was so much about the girl that was ir- 
resistibly sweet and attractive! Her shib- 





boleth was waite hiadi@erenes an cool | 
resistance. But prayers were going up 
for her, many and fervent. During the 
first week of Mr. Hammond’s meetings 
she was brought into the fold of that lov- 
ing Jesus whom she had said she did 
not wish to love, and at a morning meet- 
ing the following letter, which she had | 

| 





written to Mr. Hammond was read, and 
she is now among the active participants 
in the great work which is still in pro- | 
gress ; 

DreaAR Mr. HAmMonp: I have at 
last found the Lord—yes, at last He is 
found. I came home yesterday, after the 
meeting, and read that little tract enti- 
tled “‘The New Heart.” I read it and 
prayed to Jesus that I might become a 
Christian. I gave him my heart; yes, 
he has my heart, and I hope and pray he 
will always keep 1. .* 

Since writing the above my father ii 
been talking and praying with me, and I 
have never been.so happy before in my 
life. I wonder if Jesus is as happy as I 
am! I know he is, for he loves all chil- 
dren and as they give their hearts to him 
I know he is very happy. 

Dear Mr. Hammond, if ithad not been 
for you I might never have been a Chris- 
tian. Pray for me, and ask others, also, 
to pray for me, and believe me that I will 
hereafter try and follow Jesus. 

Yours sincerely, 





MARIE. 

Another letter read this morning is but 
a type of many that are penned in the 
freshness and fullness of the first love. | 
It is from a little girl scarcely nine years | 
of age. | 

DeaR Mr. HAMMOND: I feel so happy | 
since I have found Jesus. I don’t see how | 
I could have wandered away from such a | 
loving friend solong. Satan tempts me | 
in every possible way to give up Jesus; | 
but the more he tempts me the closer I | 
cling to Jesus, who is so precious to me. | 
Will you please pray for my dear bro- | 
ther, who is a scoffer of God’s Holy | 
Word, and that he may see Jesus suffer- | 
ing on Calvary’s cross for his sins, | 
What you said to my father in Union | 
Hall convicted him of his sins, and now | 
he says he hopes he has found Jesus. I 
thank you very much for speaking to 
him. Please do not mention my name. 

From a Little Worker. 

At the morning meetings there are 
numerous testimonies of this character. 
The city is stirred to its very depths. The 
clergy of San Francisco are working with 
an energy and faith that brook no de- 
nial. On Sunday night last it was esti- 
mated that twelve thousand persons 
sought admittance at Union Hall, where . 
the night meetings are held. The over- 
flow gathered for street meetings, and at 
the Methodist church on the next square. 
Nothing approaching to the present re- 
ligious interest was ever before known 
here in San Francisco. In many of our 
Sabbath-schools whole classes have been 
brought to the blessed Saviour. Some 
six or seven hundred children have 
signed the covenant and are giving good 
evidence of real conversion. Mr. Ham- 
mond is all aflame with faith and love. 
In addition to this, he is a natural leader, 
an adept in the art of management, 
man organized to lead and drive among 
men. He concentrates and utilizes the 
latent forces that lie all about him. He 
has the dash and mettle requisite to the 
successful coup de main when needed, 
and the sturdy valor indispensable to the | 
patient siege attack. He exhibits mar- 
velous dexterity in unravelling the tan- 
gled ends of sectarian inutilities, and 
weaving them into substantial fabrics 
for economic uses. In fact we are now 
so thoroughly mixed up, and sectarian- 
ism is so effectually throttled for the 
nonce, that there is a cheerful possibility 
of losing sight of denominational lines 
altogether. Religion is at flood-tide, and 
the debris of old prejudices is floated 
out of sight, It is more than hinted that 
some of us who are dubbed “ Blue old 
Presbyterians,” are getting unbecomingly 
chatty and demonstrative, and throw 




















| the Stock Exchange. 


our tetinthonel Methodist weethoun quite 
in the shade. When once the deep 
waters do get stirred the heaving is tre- 
mendous. 

And now let the lovers of the blessed 
Master plead for us, over here on the 
Pacific Sea! Mr. Hammond is now lay- 
ing siege to the strong holds on Califor- 
nia Street among the bulls and bears of 
The first meeting 
among the brokers was held this day, 
and some three or four thousand persons 
gathered to listen. They are used to ex- 
citement down there on “ ’change,” but 
the Mighty Spirit can do his work, and 
nothing can hinder if but Faith take 


| hold on the promises. As eyes follow 


this inadequate description of the stately 
steppings of God among us, let hearts 
put up a pleading that San Francisco 
be shaken to its spiritual depths, as no 
convulsive throbs of Nature have ever yet 
shaken it, and that exultant multitudes 
be taught the song of redeeming love! 
San Francisco, March 17th, 1875. 





For The » Sunday-Bchoo! Times. 
HEAVEN WARD. 





BY ANNA CLEAVBS. 





Be earnest in al! your endeavors ; 
Be steadfast and honest and true; 
And fail not to ask God's sweet blessing 
On that which your hands find to do. 


Be watchful and evermore helpful, 
Forgetting your sorrows the while; 

By striving to light others’ burdens, 
And trying to make others smile. 


Be cheerful, and hopeful, and trustful, 
Though dark and though dreary the way; 

Remember that after the night time, 
Comes sunlighs with beautiful day. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


OUR NEAREST WESTERN 
NEIGHBORS. 





BY MRS. MARY B,. DODGE, 


T is a noticeable fact that our interest 
in things generally grows with ac- 
quaintance, while acquaintance is more 
or less sure to follow interest. I believe 
this conviction first came to me when 
called upon to take active part in the 
planning of a house; since which ac- 
quaintance with house-needs and the de- 
mands and limitations of the architect, 
all other houses have assumed a certain 
charm to me, at least in a friendly point 
of view. 

Lately coming in contact with a young 
Japanese, and hearing Mr. W. E. Griffis 
—for four years a Professor in the Im- 
perial College at Tokio—talk animatedly 
and enthusiastically, both socially and 
from the rostrum, about a people for so 
long little more than a myth to us, [ 
have been renewedly impressed with the 
truth that “increase of appetite’ doth 
surely grow of persuasive stimulation. 

Mr. Griffis tells us from experience 
that the children of this people are no 
less apt in learning than those of our own 
vaunted race, and that they show even 
an unusual avidity in the acquisition of 
knowledge. The young gentleman who 
has accompanied Mr. Griffis hither for 
education is the son of a priest of the 
class answering to that of the gentry in 
England, the educated class, of high birth 
and good breeding, between the Daimios 
and the common people. Indeed all the 
Japanese that we meet here, sent by the 
government for educational purposes, 
are of high social standing; so it follows 
that we may stretch out the right hand 
of hospitality without fear of ignominious 
association with these olive-skinned, ob- 
lique-eyed descendants of the gods. 

This one in question told us how 
strange it was, and how diflicult to ac- 
custom himself, to sit upon a chair, the 


| habit at home being, as he quite grace- 











fully showed us, to sit with the ee 
drawn under and on a soft mat some 
two or three inches in thickness. 

In waiting upon a young lady to her 
residence in the evening, we were told, 
but not by him, how he shrank from her 
suggestion to use the support of his arm- 
the pavements being icy—as such fa- 
miliarity is unknown among young 
people or comparative strangers'of the 
Opposite sex in Japan, where social life 
is not encouraged except among members 
of the same family. He told us how he 
had put on the “foreign dress,” as worn 
by our people, a week before leaving 
home, and yet that it was not singular in 
appearance, as all their officers of govern- 
ment now wear it; women, children and 
plebeians retaining the national costume. 
It seems that one of the royal ladies, 
having ordered a foreign suit of apparel 
from Paris, was dissuaded from appearing 
in it, lest by so setting the fashion for 
other women the manufactures of the 
country, in silk, embroideries, et cetera, 
would become depreciated in value. And 
yet I understand there is no edict pro- 
hibiting the ownership and occasional 
wearing of French toilettes; as is in- 
stanced by an occasion when a privileged 
American lady, calling upon a Japanese 
one of high rank, was obliged to draw 
largely on her sense of decorum to repress 
a smile on seeing the latter rather sin- 
gularly equipped. She, the Japanese 
lady, was displaying in a wholly ua- 
conscious manner a freshly-arrived ward- 
robe, with the various articles of femi- 
nine drapery reversed in the order of 
their wearing, the purple of the dress 
having been first donned, and the fine 
linen, with its delicate traceries of lace, 
being allowed to overlay it! 

Perhaps this, though scarcely a da mode, 
may have been in reality an improvement 
of prettiness in arrangement, since Mr. 
Griffis tells that a Japanese woman’s 
toilet is never an infringement upon good 
taste, at least in color, wherein is her 
only opportunity of variation, and that 
the only fault in this way is observable 
when she is endeavoring to imitate her 
more civilized sisters. 

A strong argument put forth by Mr. 
Griffis and others in favor of the intel- 
lectual power of this people, is that they 
are as accomplished as they are; shut up 
for so long a time behind impenetrable 
walls, and with only the Chinese from 
whom to draw other than native inspira- 
tion ; while Europe, on the contrary, the 
“heir of all the ages,” hes had through 
all these ages the entire world for her 
storehouse of accumulated wealth, and 
from which to obtain at will remittances 
of foreign treasure. 

Looking at the Mikado, however, in 
his beneficent reign—the one ruler of 
Japan who in 1868 supplanted the two 
usurping powers—we learu of a verity 
that however much we may be helped by 
outward circumstances, the true source 
of blessed inspiration is always within ; 
for the grand reforms that are replacing 
mapy of the barbarisms which grew out of 
military despotism in the land of Niphon 
far exceed in proportional magnitude the 
time which has elapsed since its gates 
were opened to the outside world. Much 
that is enlarging and ennobling has crept 
through these gates from our shores, and 
the thirst of the more educated of the 
people for offered good is very intense ; 
but the more we leara of them the more 
we are imbued with admiration for the 
native wisdom of a people who, excepting 
the inhabitants of the little island of 
Hawaii, are our nearest western neigh- 
bors, while at the same time so little 
known by us. 

New York, March 10, 1875 
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For The Sunday-School Times 


AN EXPERIENCE. 


HE greatest happiness of ity life 
has been when troubles were 


66 


heaviest. When we are shut up all alone | 
with God, when there is no other help, | 


then he draws us very near,” 


said an old | 


lady who had seen much of life’s trials 


and had buried her dearest earthly friends. 
‘Shall I tell you about my first lesson ? 
she went on. 
sixteen, and desired to teach school in 
an adjoining town, where she had the 
offer of a good salary and many personal 
friends. Among them was one whose 
intellect was of that order which enabled 
her, with the aid of fine social qualities, 


to attract and hold by a powerful influ- 
ence those whom she cared to magnetize. 


9” 


“My oldest daughter was | 


None among the young people were | 


more susceptible than my daughter Ellen, 
who had been a professing Christian 
some months. 
sistent and prayerful, yet she was so 
young that [ ielt that it would be wrong 
to throw her, while away from her home 
and religious privileges, into the daily 
society of one who was becoming skepti- 
eal. Hearing, however, that the young 
lady whose influence I feared would be 
from home during the summer, Ellen, 
with my consent, gave an affirmative 
answer to the school committee. 

‘ Just before the time for commencing 
her labor, Miss N ——, ira little note, in- 
formed Ellen that she had decided to 
remain at home, and proposed that they 
should commence a course of reading to- 
gether. It was not advisable to mention 
my fears even to my child; nor could I 
devise any means by which she could be 
kept from Miss N ——’s influence. Her 
family were all Christian people, and the 
complication of circumstances was such 
that it was impossible for one to control 
the matter or prevent intimate association. 

“But [could not rest. The thought 
constantly recurred that I was sending 
my child into positive danger. I went to 
my closet, but found no relief. Another 
night only intensified my feelings. The 
duties of the morning were mechanically 
performed, but in my heart was every 
moment the ejaculatory prayer, ‘ Lord, 
help me!’ Friends came to visit us: 
the day was one of activity and interest 
that would have been absorbing, but for 
the great burden underneath all, that 
made every breath a prayer. 

“ Gradually there stole over me such a 
sense of God’s presence, such a feeling 
of resting upon him as [ had never ex- 
perienced, and when the sun went down 
the dear Father was manifested to me, 
‘God over all, and in all.’ Weeks of 
mental agony seemed trivial in com- 
— with that revelation of his great 
ov 

“Just before I retired a messenger 
brought Ellen a note from Miss N 
It was written that afternoon, and com- 
menced : 

‘Dear Evten: I must tell you before I sleep 


that | trust your Saviourismine. 1 want so much 
to see you and tell you my new experiences.’ 


“You can imagine my feelings. Then 

[ understood that passage, ‘ Before they 
call I will answer; and while they are 
yet speaking, I will hear,’ ” 

The experience of this mother is by no 
means peculiar in its revelation of the 
truth that “Our Father” would have us 
depend upon none but himself. 

ASPROS, 








For The Sunday-School Times, 
THE GALLERY OF BOY HEROES. 


BY REV. W. F, CRAFTS, 





WISH I could be a hero like Gideon,’’ 

said Davy, a boy of sixteen, as we 
studied the story of that ancient warrior 
around the fireside with a few of our neigh- 
bors. Davy,” 
said I, “if you will be a hero in the battles 
of everyday. I have an envelope ful! of 
stories of boy heroes, and as I tell them you 
will see new places for true heroism in com- 
mon life.” Here are some of them: 

“Why don’t you swear? all the other 
boys do,” said one small lad to another. 
“Vd cut my tongue out rather than swear,” 
was the reply of the other. “God is my 
heavenly Father. Do you think I’d speak 
ugly words of my Father?” 


“You can be such a hero, 


“Tf IT were a general,” said Freddie, lay- 


Her life had been con- | 





_“T admire a hero. 





lllustrating the Lesson “ Gideon’s Armv.” 


VICTORY 


Hymn by Rev. J. B. ieee 
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CHRIST. 


Musie by W. 8S. MARSHALL. 
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2. If we in Christ abide, | If Christ be for us we shall win, To conquer we shall go! 
If we to Him belong, } In him we make our boast. In Thee we put our trust, 
We will not fear tho’ we are weak, ; — Chorus. 
*Tis then that we are strong ; 3. Without Thee we shall fail 
Our numbers may be few, To conquer any foe ; 
Our foes a mighty host ; But when Thy Spirit leads us on 
* Entered, acvording to Act of Congress, by JouN WANAMAKER in the Office of the Librarian of Congress at Washington. 
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Nor will we turn away , 
Agned with the Spirit’s trusty sword, 
We'll gain the victory. 
— Chorus, 











ing down his Rives. % “y should be Rails 

“Are you not happy now?” asked Aunt 
Margaret. “Oh yes; but I long to be a 
hero. It is something to bea hero. Don’t 
you think so?” “Yes,” said Aunt Margaret, 
‘Shall I tell you how 
you may become one now, a boy hero, which 
I think is far more noble than being a gen- 
eral?” “Yes,” said Freddie, eagerly, “‘do tell 
me.” “By being master of yourself. Do not 
give way to angry, wicked feelings. The 
Bible says: ‘He that is slow to anger is 
better than the mighty ; and he that ruleth 
his spirit than he that taketh acity.” Think 
of this, and when tempted to do wrong, 
fight for the right and you will be a hero 
greater than a general.”—Children’s Friend. 

If a bey has courage in these common 
things, refusing to swear, refusing to disobey 
his mother, refusing to go into bad scrapes, 
conquering his passions, conquering his 
pain and fear, conquering his own laziness, 
he will be a hero in more terrible trials if 
they ever come to him. 

A boy in the town of Weser, in Germany, 
playing one day with his sister, was alarmed 
by the cry of some men in pursuit of a mad 
dog. The boy saw the dog running toward 
him, but instead of making his escape he 
took off his coat, and wrapping it round 
his arm he boldly faced the dog; and 
holding out the arm covered with the coat, 
the animal attacked and worried it until 
the men came and killed the dog: They 
asked the boy why he did not run and avoid 
the dog. “ Yes,” said the little hero, “I 
could run from. the dog, but if I had he 
would have attacked my sister. To protect 
her I offered him my coat, that he might 
tear it.” 

The officers in one of the regiments of our 
army tried to persuade the little drummer 
boy to drink a glass of liquor. The major 
threatened to disgrace him and send him 
back from the army if he would not drink 
with them. At last the brave little hero 
said: “Sir, my father died a drunkard, and 
when I entered the army I promised my 
dear mother on my bended knee, that by the 
help of God I would not taste a drop of 
rum, and I mean to keep my promise. 
T am sorry to disobey your orders, sir; 





but 





I would rather suffer than disgrace my 
mother and break my pledge.” 


It is said that a wealthy widow on the 
north side of Chicago was struggling alone, 
that never-to-be-forgotten Monday evening 
of the fire to save some of her personal 
goods, when a small and unknown boy came 
to her and said: 

“T have been sent by your friend to ask 
if I can do anything to help you.” 

The lady gave him a box, and told him 
the best he could dv for her was to take care 
of that, as it was very valuable. He disap- 
peared. with it, and she carried trunk after 
trunk to a place of supposed safety, saw 
them all burned, and finally barely escaped 
with her own life. 

All night and the following Tuesday 
passed, and nothing was heard from the boy 
or box. Her diamonds, worth thousands of 
dollars, jewelry, choice silver, and some rare 
relics were in it, and she was more troubled 
for its loss than that of her house and fur- 
niture, 

But Tuesday night the boy was found sit- 
ting*on the box, which he had buried in 
the sand on the lake shore. He had been 
there twenty-four hours; at one time was 
obliged to half bury himself to escape the 
devouring fire. The poor boy was hungry 
and very tired, but he never once thought 
of deserting his charge. 

At Cwsarea, in Cappadocia, a child named 
Cyril, in a time of great persecution, 
called continually on the name of Jesus 
Christ, and neither threats nor blows could 
divert him frém it. Even his father turned 
him out of doors, and children of his own 
age persecuted him. At last he was brought 
before the criminal judge, who both threat- 
ened and entreated him, but he said, “I re- 
joice to bear your reproaches; God will 
receive me. I fear not death, 
will introduce me to a better life.” 
he was condemned to the flames. 


{ For other instances of child martyrs see 
Faith Latimer’s valuable and charming 
little book, “ The Children’s Church.” ] 


What is the secret of all this wonderful 
courage ? How can we become heroes in do- 
ing right and refusing wrong and bearing 
persecution ? This last story will tell us: 

“A few days out from New York a great 





because it | 


And so | 


ship was overtaken by a terrible storm, 
which lasted nearly a week. 

One day, at the height of the tempest, 
the rigging at the mainmast head got tang- 
led, and some one had to go up and straighten 
it. The mate called a boy belonging to 
the ship and ordered him aloft. 

The lad touched his cap but hesitated a 
moment; cast one frightened glance up 
and down at the swaying mast and furious 
sea, and then rushed across the deck and 
down into the forecastle. In about two min- 
utes he appeared, and without a word sefzed 
the ratlins—the rope-ladders of the vessel— 
and flew up the rigging like a squirrel. 
With dizzy eyes the weather-beaten crew 
watched the poor boy at the fearful height. 
“He will never come down alive,” they 
said to each other. 

But in twenty minutes the perilous job 
was done, and the boy safely descended 
and straigh:ening himself up, with a smile 
on his face walked to the stern of the ship. 

“ What did you go below for, when ordered 
aloft?’ asked a passenger of the brave 
boy. : 

“T wENT—TO PRAY,” replied the boy, 
with a blush and a quiver of the lip. 

Prayer is the secret of true Christian 
courage. Gideon talked with God before 
going out to battle. Joshua was encour- 
aged at the feet of “The Prince of God’s 
Hast.” David fought Goliath with prayer 
as well as a sling, and afterward when Saul 
was seeking to kill him “encouraged him- 
self in God.’ The three boys who were 
carried from Jerusalem to Babylon were 
made brave by prayer to refuse the king’s 
wine, and afterward when they were men 
prayer made them dare to go into the fur- 
nace rather than to bow down to an idol. 

If we earnestly pray for help we shall 


“ Dare to do right, 
Dare to be true.” 





My hearers! shall we die in the arena or rise to 
join our friends in the gallery? Through Christ, 
we may come off more than conquerors, A sol- 
dier dying in the hospital rose up in bed the last 
moment and cried: “Here! Here!’ His atten- 
dants put him back on his pillow, and asked him 
why he shouted “ Here!" “Oh! I heard the rou- 
cal. of heaven, and I was only answering to my 
name /” | wonder whetner, after this battle of life 


is over, our names will be called in the muster- 
roli of the pardoned and glorified, and, with the 
joy of heaven breaking upon our souls, we shall 
HERE!'’— Talmage. 


ery, “ Here 
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TIMES’ NORMAL LESSONS. 


BY W. ORMISTON, D.D. 


LESSON XVII. 
(For Sunday, April 25th, 1875.) 
SUBJECT: GIDEON’S ARMY. 


TEXT :—Judges 7: 1-8. 





1. Then Jerubbaal 
(who is Gideon), and all 
the ple that were 
with mothe ge def early, 
and pitched beside the 
weli of Harod: so that 
the host of the Midian- 
ites were on the north 
side of them by the hill 
of Moreh, in the valley. 

2. And the Lorp said 
urito Gideon, The peo- 
ple that are with thee 
are too many for me to 
give the Midianites into 
their hands, lest 1 
vaunt themselves 
against me, saying, 
Mine own hand ha 
saved me. 

3. Now therefore go 
ber hg - pm 
ty) e people, saying 
Whosoever is fearful 
and afraid, let him re- 
turn and depart earl 
from mount Gil 
And there returned of 
the people twenty and 
two thousand; and 
there remained ten 
thousand. 

4. And the Lorpsaid 
unto Gideon, The peo- 
pe are yet too many; 

ring them down unto 


ever I say unto thee, 
This shall not go with 
thee, the same shall not 


go. 

5. Sohe brought 
down the people unto 
the water: and the Lorp 
said unto Gideon, Every 
one that lappeth of the 
water with his tongue, 
as a dog lappeth, him 
shalt thou set by him- 
self; likewise every one 
that boweth down upon 
his knees to drink. 

6. And the number 
of them that lapped, 
putting their hand to 


their mouth, were three * 


hundred men; but all 
the rest of the people 


7. Andthe Lorp said 
unto Gideon, By the 
three hundred men that 
lapped will I save you, 
and deliver the Midian- 
ites into thine hand: 
and let all the other peo- 
=> go every man unto 

is place. 

8. So the people took 
victuals in their hand, 
and their trumpets: and 
he sent all the rest of 





the water, and I will } Israel every man unto 
try them for thee there; ; his tent, and retained 
and it shall be, that of | those three hundred 
whom I say unto thee, | men. And the host of 
This shall go with thee, | Midian was beneath 
the same shall with | him in the valley. 

thee; and of whomso- 


| peer the meaning of the surname 
given to Gideon as a mark of honor. 
“ Jerubbaal” (6: 32), In the 7th and 8th 
chapters ‘the name Gideon is retained, in 
the 9th chapter Jerubbaal alone is used 
(1 Sam. 12: 11). He is also called “ Jerub- 
besheth.” Besheth being a nickname for 
Baal (2Sam. 11: 21). “ Mt. Gilead.” This 
cannot refer to the mountain of that name 
east of the Jordan. It is supposed by some 
to be a customary form of proclamation used 
by the tribe of Manasseh, others conjecture 
the right reading to be Gilboah. But why 
may not a section of territory in that vici- 
nity have been known by that name (see 
12: 4), “ Wellof Harod?” A spring so called 
probably from the fear which filled the 
hearts of so many at that time and place. 
The word. “ Harod” means “trembling or 
fear.” From whom were the Midianites 
descended? Where did they dwell? What 
was their character? On what occasion had 
they troubled Israel before? and how? 
THE CONNECTION 

of this lesson with the last is very close both 
in time and in the sequence of events. At 
the end of last lesson we left Gideon pre- 
senting his offering unto the angel of the 
Lord. The angel directed Gideon to lay it 
upon the rock on which he was sitting and 
then touched it with the staff which he held 
in his hand, and fire came forth from the 
rock and consumed the offering, and the 
angel disappeared. Gideon is awestruck 
at the mystic fire and its effects, and com- 
prehending still more clearly the character 
of the now invisible messenger and the sig- 
nificance of the transaction cries out in 
fearful apprehension, “Alas, O Lord God,” 
and a voice from the unseen reassures him 
saying, ‘“ Peace be unto thee; fear not, th u 
shalt, not die,” and Gideon built an altar 
there and called it “ Jehovah-shalom,” the 
Lord will send peace, which altar remained 





‘for many 4 ola 


This had been a very eventful day, and it 
was followed by an equally.eventtul night. 
In obedience to the divine command he pro- 
ceeds to the destruction of the altar of Baal, 
and fearing lest he might -be opponad by the 
men of the city, having secured the assist- 
ance of ten men of his father’s servants, he 
went in the night and pulled down the altar 
of Baal and cut down the grove that was 
by it. When, early in the morning, the de- 
molished altar and shrine met the aston- 
ished of the men of Ophrah, they de- 
mand that. the brave son of Joash who had 
done this deed should be put to death. His 
father aptly said to the excited mob, “ Let 
Baal avenge himself.” ‘This seemed too 
reasonable to be denied, If Baal could not 
defend his own altars, aurely he could not 
defend them. Many among them doubtless 





saw the folly of worshiping a dumb and 
helpless idol and thought of Shiloh and the 
altar there, and the God of Israel who had 
wrought wonders in their behalf and in vin- 
dication of his-own glory. 

Now the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
Gideon and he blew a trumpet and sum- 
moned the clans to his standard with a view 
of driving out the marguders who preyed 
upon the country ; and first the men of his 
own family and tribe, then the men of 
Asher and the patriotic inhabitants of Zebu- 
lon and Naphtali, whose fathers had fought 
so valiantly under Barak, rallied around 
him to the number of 32,000, all eager for 
the conflict. Gideon felt the solemn re- 
Fa pp laid upon him, and knowing 
that the enemy far exceeded in numbers all 
the troops he could possibly muster, once 
more earnestly sought a sign: from heaven 
that God had sent him and would assuredly 
give the Midianites into his hand. God 
granted him his request, hence the miracles 
of the dry and dew-drenched fleece. (Ask 
one of the scholars to tell the story of the 


fleece.) 

THE LESSON 
commences at this point. Gideon and his 
army of thirty-two thousand men are en- 
camped at Harod, and we have the reduction 
of the army, and the selection of a chosen 
band for the accomplishment of the end 
foretold—the dispersion and overthrow of 
the invading hordes. 


I. The taney es of the Army. 


In the valley below lay a vast multitude 
of Midianites and their allies, numberin 
one hundred and _ thirty-five hemmed 
(8:10), and around the standard of Gideon 
all that could be mustered was thirty-two 
thousand, hastily equipped and poorly pro- 
visioned: This number seemed to them- 
selves, and doubtless even to their leader, as 
disproportionate and inadequate; and while 
he was endeavoring to rouse alike their 
patriotism and courage by assuring them of 
the promise and presence of the Lord of 
hosts, divine intimation is given to him 
that the number of his troops is too great 
and must be diminished. 


1. The reason for reducing 
the number. Lest that relying upon 
their numbers and strength they might 
suppose the victory which God had deter- 
mined to give them had been achieved by 
their own might, and they should cherish 
a boastful and self-confident spirit. The 
purpose which God had in view was not 
simply or so much to deliver them from the 
oppression of the Midianites, as to turn 
their hearts toward himself their true de- 
liverer. Neither to Gideon’s army, nor to 
Gideon’s sword, but to Gideon’s God was 
the glory of the victory to be ascribed. 

2. The means used to reduce 
the army. God commanded Gideon 
to proclaim in accordance with the law an- 
nounced by Moses (Deut. 20: 8) that all the 
fearful and fainthearted should be permitted 
to return to their homes, lest their cowardice, 
which is contagious, might affect even the 
brave and produce a panic in the ranks. 
Scipio, the Roman general, is said to have 
“i asimilar address to his horsemen be- 
fore the walls of Carthage. One fearless brave 
is worth a whole company of cowards. No 
fewer than twenty-two thousand, daunted 
by the vastness of the opposing army, “ de- 
moralized” by the long servitude to which 
they had been subjected, in a dastardly 
manner deserted their colors and their com- 
panions in arms and hastened to their dens 
and caves. What must have been the feelings 
of the commander as he looked upon his ra- 
pidly disappearing legions, and saw with 
emotions of contempt two-thirds of his re- 
cently gathered troops converted into a 
rabble of homeward-bound poltroons. Ten 
thousand alone stand firm, and right brave 
fellows they must have been, still ready, not- 
withstanding their diminished numbers, to 
face a foe, which were as fifteen to one. But 
still God says the people are yet too many. 
I will further test and purge the army, and 
he gave to Gideon a sign by which he would ° 
distinguish between those that remained 
and ascertain whom God would send. 


II. The Selection of the Band.’ 
The sign given was the manner in which 
each soldier would seek to slake his thirst 
as he crossed the rill which flowed from the 
spring near which the encampment was 
made,—whether he should raise the water 
to his mouth by his hand and lap it, or 
kneel down and drink from the stream. 
Some suppose that the test was one fitted to 
reveal character. Those who would take 
time to lie down and drink with their lips 
touching the water, might be regarded as 
self indulgent, and disposed to consult their 
own comfort and enjoyment, while those 
who merely as they passed stooped and 

uickly raised the water by their hands to 
their mouths were more ardent, enthusiastic 
and likely to endure hardship better; 
whether this was so or not God knew the fit 





agents for the daring midnight assault con- 


templated, and in this way pointed them 
out. Three hundred men are thus chosen 
for the attack by Gideon, the remaining 
nine hundred and seventy abode in the 
camp till the next day, when they are called 
upon to engage in the pursuit and slaughter 
of the foe. Many of these doubtless envied 
the fortunate band of picked men, who were 
to accompany their noble chief in his mid- 
night foray. Each of the three hundred was 
supplied with provisions, a trumpet, a pitcher 
and lamp from the stores of the whole 
army, and they went forth under the cloud of 
night to attack the swarming well-guarded 
tents of the Bedouins in the valley. Of the 
fresh and spirited host of thirty-two thou- 
sand, who looked upon the foe in the morn- 
ing, twenty-two thousand had basely de- 
serted and gone to their homes, and nine 
hundred and seventy had retired, under or- 
ders, to their tents;—only three hundred 
heroes, pose gs and uniquely equipped are 
seen to march forth to the onset. But into 
their hands He, who had overthrown the 
walls of Jericho, had promised to give the 
multitudinous squadrons which covered the 
valley, and the promise was fulfilled in a 
most wonderful manner. 
REMARKS, 

1. Our salvation is of grace, 
wholly from the Lord. Not of 
works lest any man should boast. Weare 
apt to forget that all things are of God, and 
to think, or feel that by our own might or 
wisdom or skill we have gotten this or that; 
or by our own effort, or self-denial, or sacri- 
fice, we have obtained the victory over our 
spiritual foes, our evil habits, or wicked 
dispositions. Power. to overcome cometh 
from above. By faith we overcome the 
world, pel to flight the foe. 

2 G often uses humble 
agents to accomplish his pur- 
poses. The weak things of the world are 
made to overcome the mighty—God on our 
side is mightier than any majority. Each 
one of the chosen band, with trumpet, lamp 
and pitcher put to flight five hundred wor-, 
shipers of Baal. David slew Goliath with 
a pebble. Samson with a jawbone slew a 
thousand men. The little Hebrew maid 
was the means of curing her master Naa- 
man. Jesus chose fishermen to be apostles. 
The least and the weakest of us may do 
much if we are co-workers with God. 


3. Many seem to be on the 
Lord’s side, but not in heart. 
They are like the stony-ground hearers. 
When trouble or danger comes they fall 
back. Only those who are faithful to the 
end shall receive a crown of life. God has 
no pleasure in those who turn back. Let 
gern adhere to the standard of the 

rd. 


4. Some of God’s people are 
called to special service. Only 
one in thirty of the brave ten thousand 
were chosen for the night attack on the 
camp, though all were employed in the 
pursuit of the flying foe. God gives his 
sphere to each, happy he who fills it well. 

he place he gives is the place of honor. 


5. Little things are oft signi- 
ficant. Lapping or drinking water indi- 
cated a divine distinction. So by little 
things we evidence our true character. The 
giving or withholding a cup of water, in 
certain circumstances, speaks more emphati- 
cally than the loudest protestations. To 
pass by on one side, or to come near to the 
sufferer, settles the question who is a real 
neighbor. We oft, all unconsciously, be- 
tray our true disposition by little things. 


6. Genuine religion inspires 
and demands true manliness. 
All God’s soldiers should be both loyal and 
brave. They fight always under the eye of 
their captain. He leads them and he never 
loses a battle. 


7. To all God’s chosen the 
victory is certain. All foes will be 
utterly overthrown. Ov r sin, temptation, 
trial and sorrow, and even over death itself, 
every believer will triumph. We are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us. 

“ Up and follow, Christian men! 

Tess through trial and sorrow! 

Spurn the sight of fear, and then, 
Oh, the glorious morrow ! 

Who will venture on the strife? 
Who will first begin it? 

Who will seize the land of life? 
Warriors, up and win it!” 


THE COMMENTARY. 


Judges 7: 1-8. 











1. Jerubbaal: The inhabitants of the East 
very frequently chan their names, and 
sometimes for very insufficient reasons.—Jahn. 

In all ancient nations we find generals and 
princes taking their names from both birds 
and beasts. The Romans had their Gracchi, 
Jackdaws, Corvini, Crows, Aquilini, Eagles, 
etc. We have the same in our Crows, Wolfs, 
Lions, Hawks, Bulls, Kids, etc —A. Clarke 

He rose up eariy: As one whose heart 
was on his business, and who was afraid of 
losing time. Now that he is sure that God is 
with him he isimpatient of delay. Faith in 
= promises must quicken our endeavors. 


3. Procilaim: There was a law for such a 
proclamation. Deut. 20:8. Some think that 
the oppressors they had been under for so long 
had oroken their spirits; others, more proba- 
bly, that consciousness of their own guist had 
deprived them of their, courage. Fearful 
fainthearted prepa are not fit to be ompie ed 
for God; and among those that are listless 
under the banner of Christ, there are more 
such than we think.—H of 

Mount Gilead: Dr. Hales would read, 
‘“‘Whosoever from Mount Gilead (beyond 
Jordan) is fearful and afraid, let him return 
(home) and depart early.”— Comp. b 

Mount Gilead here mentioned must have 
been some mountain west of Jordan, of less 
note than Mount Gilead which lay east of that 
river; for Gideon’s army never crossed Jordan 
until after the victory.—Scott. 
The motion expressed by eeping’ must 
therefore apply to the hand, the rapid motion 
of which between the water and the mouth 
might be not unaptly compared to the rapid 
rojection and retraction of a dog’s tongue in 
apping. This last action. if taken as appa- 
rently meant for an indication of character, 
would denote men of rapid and impulsive 
action, . . . ‘These were the men to save Israel. 


DAILY HOME READINGS. 


? 





Monday—1 Samuel 14: 6-12 
Tuesday—2 Chron. 14: 1-15. 
Wednesday— Zechariah 4: 1-14. 
Thursday—1 Cor. 1: 20-31. 
Friday—Judges 7: 16-22. 
Saturday—Genesis 22: 1-8. 
Sunday—James 4: 6-16. 











The Primary Department. 


BY “FAITH LATIMER.” 


Topic: 
Gideon’s Army. 
i Golden Text: 
There is no restraint to the Lord to save by 
many or by few. 
Narrative ; 
“The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.” 
Leading Thought: 
Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
: his might. 
Studies for Teachers : 














Judges 6 : 33-40. Deut. 20 : 1-4, 8,9. 

Judges 7 : 1-25. 2 Chron. 14: 1-15. 

Judges 8 : 1-35. 1 Cor. 1: 18-31. 
Eph. 6: 10-18. 


NORMAL HINTS. 

ES gph sed lessons by questions upon the 

condition of Israel and about Gideon. 
Was he great? Well known? Powerful? 
What did he reply to the angel? How soon 
begin to work for God? What did he de- 
stroy? See, as soon as he worked for God, 
how God helped and fitted him to go on in 
greater work. Question about the enemy, 
their strength, numbers. Who was to save 
Israel from them? In how many ways did 
God promise Gideon to be with him? 

As this lesson contains such a wonderful 
narrative, and one that a child’s mind will 
so readily remember aril believe, it seems 
well to explain the details of the story, 
taking care to impress in every part that 
Gideon was chosen to'do God’s work in God’s 
own way, and show Gideon as an humble, 
willing, obedient instrument. 

What was Gideon chosen to do? The 
angel said to him, “Thou shalt save Israel 
from the hand of the Midianites.’ That 
was God’s work, because the people of Israel 
“cried unto the Lord.” He was going to 
destroy their enemies and chose Gideon to 
lead in the destruction. He did not choose 
a man who was famous or rich, a great 
soldier or captain. Gideon was fumble ; he 
said he was least in his father’s house, and 
they the poorest family in all thetribe. He 
was willing, for he went to work at once and 
made no objection. See how God blesses 
those who humbly, willingly, work for him. 

“The Spirit of the Lord came upon 
Gideon and he blew a trumpet.” That 
trumpet was loud and clear, because it was 
a call to do God’s work, and it brought to 
Gideon all his family and relations. Then 
they went as messengers to the other tribes 
and a great company was soon gathered 
together. (Write the number.) Gideon was 
so humble he yet feared his own fitness to 
save Israel; he was a man of prayer. Just 
as you can doif you pray, he talked to God; 
as God likes us todo, he reminded him of 
his own promise.* But he was yet fearful 
and asked for a sign, something he could 
see, to feel sure that he was the one to save 
Msrael. So he said to God, “If thou wilt 
save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said, 
give me this sign.” He tock the fleece of a 
jamb or sheep and laid it on the floor, some- 
where out of doors, and told God that if 
the fleece should be wet with dew and the 
ground around dry then he would know he 
was the one to save Israel. Thenext morn- 
ing all the earth was dry, but the fleece was 
so wet that he wrung out a bow! full of water. 
Once more he asked that the fleece might 
be dry and all the earth around wet; again 
in the morning the fleece was dry an 





dew all around it on the ground, 
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Gideon’s army were gathered for battle, 
encamped by a well, for they needed plenty 
of water, but they were not ready to 
do God’s own work in God’s own way. He 
talked again with Gideon and said, “ You 
have too many soldiers, if I let these con- 
quer all Israel will say, ‘What a grand 
battle we did fight.’” (Explain Deut. 
20: 8.) So Gideon called out, Whoever 
is afraid let him go home. See how man 
owned they were afraid. (Write 22,000.) 
How many were left? Does that seem too 
many to figat the hosts of Midian? There 
they were, all along the valley “like grass- 
hoppers for multitude,” the men and camels 
that could not be counted, like the grains 
of sand on the sea-shore. Did you ever 
play on the shore dipping up the sand in 
shells you found and trying to count the 
grains? So numberless seemed the crowd 
of men and camels encamped against Israel. 

But the men to do the fighting were 
counted, for they were all arranged in com- 
panies, and after the battle the killed and 
the saved were counted up, so we know how 
many men there were, each with a sword. 
(Judges 8:10.) (Write 135,000.) Does 
ten thousand seem too many to fight them? 
Could each man be sure to kill thirteen or 
more? But God knew best, he told Gideon 
he had yet too many soldiers; to march 
them down to the water and tell them all to 
take a drink. God had a way to try them, 
and see if they were fit todo his work. As 
they drank, some knelt on their knees, 
stooped to the water and drank. Three 
hundred did not kneel, but lifted the water 
in their hands and drank. Then God said: 
* All those who knelt to drink may go home; 
by the three hundred will I save you. 

Those who lifted up the waterwere watch- 
ing all the time, even while they drank; 
they would make good soldiers. 

Perhaps those who knelt were the ones 
who had learned to kneel as they worshiped 
Baal, for we know afterwards, in Elijah’s 
time, God honored “all the knees which 
have not bowed unto Baal.” Did three 
hundred men seem enough to fight one hun- 
dred and thirty-five thousand? Could each 
man kill four hundred and fifty men? All 
but the three hundred went home, and 
they had the trumpets and fvod prepared 
for the first number: a trumpet for every 
man, instead of one for each company as us- 
ual. See how kind God was all the time to 
comfort and strengthen the faith of Gideon. 
In the night he came and talked to him 
again—now all seemed ready—“ Arise, get 
thee down to the host.” But he knew Gi- 
deon’s thoughts; once more he comforted 
him, “If thow fear, take thy servant and go 
down to the host,—hear what they say.” 
Gideon did fear; he and his servant went 
softly in among the sleeping enemy lyin 
all around on the ground. A soldier wakened, 
and Gideon heard him tell his fellow- 
soldier his dream. Would you like to hear 
it? 

“T dreamed,” he said, “that a loaf of 
barley bread came rolling into our camp, 
and rolled against a tent and turned it over.” 
That wasn’t much of a dream, was it? But 
the soldier who listened knew the meaning. 
“Oh, that is the sword of Gideon, a man of 
Israel, going to overturn all the host, for 
into his hand has God delivered Midian.” 

With a thankful heart Gideon prayed as 
he went, thanking God that he, as poor and 
humble as a loaf of plain brown barley 
bread, should be honored and blest. Back 
to his brave three hundred he hurried. 
Quickly all was made ready. Every one of 
the Midianites had a sword. One hundred 
and thirty-five thousand sharp and ready 
for the three hundred. What weapons had 
Gideon’s army? Did you learn what sword 
Gideon had? That is the only one we read 
of to cut its way through the hundreds of 
thousands—“ The sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon?’ Each man carried in his hands a 
trumpet, an empty pitcher, and in ita fire- 
brand or torch. As Gideon did they were 
all to do, and when he gave the sign, to 
shout with the trumpets “ The sword of the 
Lord and of Gideon.” In the middle of the 
night they came up to the camp around the 
‘sleeping hosts. Suddenly a. crash—they 
had broken the pitchers; a blazing of wild 
lights, the cry of three hundred trumpets, 
“The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.” 
Startled, . frightened, each man seized his 
sword and used it wildly against his own 
fellow; no need for each of the three hun- 
dred to slay his hundred, for so the Lord 
used the swords of the enemy to do his own 
work, Flying, dying, soon one hundred and 
twenty thousand lay dead—the others try- 
ing to escape. The Seantiee were not afraid 
to help conquer and destroy the remainder. 
So God helped the servant who was humble, 
willing, obedient, and for forty years while 
Gideon lived there was peace in Israel. 

If time permits after reciting Golden Text 
give examples of how God has saved by 
many or few ; as David before Goliath, flight 
of the Syrians from Samaria, and many 
others, 
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LESSON BULLETIN. 


SECOND QUARTER OF 1875. 


1. April 4, Israel’s Promise. 
Joshua 24: 14-18, 
2. April11. The Promise Broken. 
Judges 2: 11-16. 
8. April 18. The Call of Gideon, 
Judges 6: 11-18. 
4, April 25, Gideon’s Army. 
Judges 7: 1-8. 
5. May 2. The Death of Samson. 
Judges 16: 25-31. 
6. May 9. Rath and Naomi. 
Ruth 1: 16-22, 
7. May 16. A Praying Mother. 
1 Samuel 1: 21-28, 
8. May 23. The Child Samuel. 
1 Samuel 3: 1-10, 


ILLUSTRATIONS, 


BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS. 





as well as 

ay ve power. It is also an to memory. 
llustration then has a threefold value, It tenas 
to render truth more atiractive, more obvious and 
more lasting in its effects.— W. H. Groser. 


THE ARMY TrsTED.—The health of the soul is 
courage and prudence, We fear men so much 
because we fear God so little. Morton, speaking 
at the grave of John Knox, said, ‘‘ Here lies one 
who never feared the face of man.” “I am in the 
habit,” writes a sea-captain, “of reading the 
Scriptures to the crew. I have suffered much at 
sea, and have had an opportunity of seeing who 
was most trustworthy. I found the most unprin- 
cipled men the most useless and the greatest 
cowards, and the Bible men altogether the re- 
verse—most useful and courageous.” 

General Butler said, during our late war, at a 
time when a post of peril and importance was to 
be filled, “If you have any praying men in your 
company appoint them, for they will conscien- 
tiously obey orders.” There is not an English- 
man’s heart but thrills at the name of HAVELOCK, 
brave for Christ and brave for the British Govern- 
ment. When there was a difficult point to take 
the officers would say, “Bring out the saints ot 
old HAVELOCK.”’. 


[ie aecoratie pov has an iuminati 








Tue word “ poltroon,” which might be fe al 
priately applied to 22,000 of Gideon's army, is from 
the Ttaliah word poltrone and means “‘thumbless.’” 
in reference to the mer custom in Italy of 
cutting off thumbs in order to be incapacitated for 
military service. 


Gipron divided his army for the attack into 
three divisions. So the army of d to-day in- 
cludes the Pulpit (right wiug), the Home (centre), 
the Sunday-school (left wing), each essential to 
the other and to the cause. Home being first in 
importance and influence and Pulpit second with 
Sunday-school well-nigh as important. ° 


GIDEON leading 300 men against 135,000—Christ 
sen forth 70, two and two, to take the world. 
So in the Christian warfare, we have only to fol- 
low Christ’s example. 


Tur MEN oF SuccoTH.—We are told that when 
these 300 men who were “ faint, yet pursuing,” 
came to Succoth, they appealed to the men of the 
city for help, and were refused, chiefly, as it 
seems, because it was even yet doubtful to which 
side victory would finally incline. How much 
does this represent the course pursued by many 
Christians. “Weare not quite sure,” they say, “that 
the movement will be popular, and we do not like 
to risk our money or our own character in any- 
thing that we are not quitesure of. When wesee 
that the movement is popular, and that you are 
on the winning side, then we will cast in our lot 
with you, and not before.” - 


THE missionaries on the Fiji Islands were 
threatened with death by the natives. hie | had 
no resource but prayer. The islanders heard 
them praying and were seized with sudden fear 
and fled. e of them said afterwards, ‘‘ We 
heard you praying to your God, and we knew he 
was a strong God, so we dare not attack you.” 


Dr. NETTLETON, whose labors God blessed won- 
derfully im the conversion of sinners, always 
mourned when he saw a spirit of vain-glory 
- among Christians. Of a much talked of revival 
he wrote to a friend, “‘ Various reports have gone 
out concerning a revival in Albany which have 
done us much mischief. If they would let us 
alone I should expect a great work in this city. 
But amid so much noise and bluster of Christians 
it bids fair to end in smoke. Yet the +y people 
here are astonished at our stillness. My opinion 
is, that had they been ten times as still, they 
would have witnessed ten times as much.” 














For The Sunday-School Times. 
GIDEON. 


[To be'read in connection with Lesson 17.] 








BY THE REV, J. B. ATCHINSON. 


Canaan Invaded. 


’Tis harvest time throughout the Promised Land 
And Canaan jae her fruits abundantly ; 

Rich stores of golden corn are harvested, 

And Israel’s sons and daughters joy again! 

But Israel’s enemies, the Midianites, 
Amalekites and children of the East, 

In mighty throngs now gather on her coasts 

And march to Jezreel’s pleasant, fruitful vale 
To plunder, steal the increase of the land. 

For seven years these thieving enemies 

Have pillaged ail the land, and Israel’s sons 
Have suffered much, impoverished greatly been. 


Gideon’s Call “To Arms.’’ 


The son of Joash now bestirs himself; 
Already he is famous in the land! 

By his bold deeds against the idol-god, 

For which e’en Baal still is unayeuged, 
Brave Gideon had authority and great 
Distinction gained among the several tribes. 
Already is he called of God to bring 
Deliverance to His own rebellious race, 
And now the Spirit of the Lord inspires 
Heroic deeds. He sounds the cry, ‘To arms!” 
And at the sound of pues blast the sons 
Of Abi-ezer gather after him. 


Swift messengers thronghout Manasseh’s coasts 
Soon gather round him bands of valiant men; 
F’en Esher, who from Barak had withheld 

His sons, at Gideon’s call came rallying forth, 
And Zebulon, and Naphtali’s brave sons 
Obeyed his summons, hasted forth to war; 

And Gideon, brave and young, stood at the head 
Of two and thirty thousand armed men. 


Gideon Reassured. 


Under this great onsibility 

The humbled son of Joash trembling stands! 

He cannot yet believe that he, the least 

In ali his father’s house, uuoknown and poor, 

Is called to lead where issues are so — 

He has not yet forgot the threshing floor 

Where God conversed with him, and with God 

He feels that holy inspiration still; 

But his own weakness tly humbles him, 

And drives him to his God in earnest prayer. 

Before he farther moves he reassured 

Must be, that by his hand Jehovah will 

Deliverance to His opie surely bring— 

“0 God,” he earnest cries, “if Thou wilt save 

ay peo le by mine hand, as Thou hast said, 

pe old this fleece of wool upon the nd,— 
f dew be on the fleece alone and 

The errth around be dry, then shall I know 





That Thou wilt save by me as Thou hast said.” 


The Lord heard Gideon’s prayer, and it was so! 


Again he prayed, ‘“O God withhold Thy wrath, 
And let Thy servant speak oy more to Thee! 
i? Too! nik cuits cation said 

Then let the fleece of wool be dry to-n 

And all pis Pret or. wet with dew!” 
And God did so that night as Gideon prayed. . 
His Army Reduced. 

No longer doubting, Gideon onward moves 

And with his a camps near 8 well; 
But God, unseen, is captain of 

And ere they meet the countless Midianites. 

The ranks must be reduced lest vaun 
Te and say, ‘“ Our might hath won the 


“Go to” the Lord commands, “ proclaim these 
words, 

Whoever fearful is, let him return ;” 

And two and twenty thousand men returned. 
Ten thousand only now remained for war! 
Again the Lord to Gideon speaks and says, 

“The people yet too many are!’’ 


% Not might, 
Nor re but by my Spirit,” saith the Lord. 
’Tis God, not man, nor multitudes that win 
All battles for the right a: the wrong.) 
Another test is made of Gideon’s men, 
And thousands more de from Gideon’s camp, 
Till just three hundred valiant men are left. 
“ With these three hundred men,” Jehovah says, 
“ Will I my people save; with these will I 
Deliver unto thee the Midianites,— 
Let all the others go unto their homes,” 

The R i ce. 
’Tis night, and darkness rei o’er all the plain ; 
The fruitful valley of soured Se filled - .s 
With Midianites, and other allied foes; 
Like grasshoppers they are for multitude. 
Their camels, too, are numberless, like sand 
Upon the shore. Approaching where they lay 
Is Gideon and his servant Phurah true. 
Unseen, they reconnoitre close, and hear 
Two Midianites conversing softly, thus: 
“ Behold, I dreamed a dream, and lo, a cake 
Of barley bread came tumbling into camp! 
It smote a tent so that it fell to earth ; 
Its fall threw down the next, and that the next! 
And so it came to pass that all the camp 
Was overturned!’ His comrade thus replied : 
*“T’1l tell you what this means. ’Tis nothing else 
Save Gideon’s sword, a man of 1; 
Into his hand hath God delivered us, 
And all the mighty host of Midianites!” 


Preparation for Attack. 
When Gideon heard these words he worshiped 


And quick returned to his three hundred men, 

And thus he spake: “ Arise, ye chosen few, 

For unto you hath God delivered all 

The combined host that fill the vale below.” 

His method of assault was soon errenged j 

Three hundred men into three hi Sree ands 

He made. Toeach he gave a lighted lamp, 

An ow =f pitcher to conceal the light, 

Likewise a trumpet did he give to each, 

And then his orders gave: “ Look each on me, 

And when the Midian camp we all surround, 

As I do then, so ye shall likewise do, 

When I the trumpet blow, and those with me, 

Then every man his trumpet, too, shall blow; 

On every side of all the camp the same; 

Then, too, shall every man his pitcher break, 

And wave about his head his-flaming torch, 

And pony ‘JEHOVAH'S SWORD AND GIDEON'S, 
Too!’ 


His orders given, quick they are obeyed; 
The camp they soon surround. 


Lhe Midianites Destroyed. 





The foe sleep on ; 
Their — and shields in moonlight brightly 
gleam, ‘ 
Perhaps they dream of easy victo: ined, 
With ih, abundant harvests satishiod. 
Disaster and defeat, destruction sore— 
Of these, no thoughts or dreams once troubled 


them, 

Hid by the night, by mountains guarded well, 

With trusty swords, no need alarm. 

The midnight watch is set and all is well— 

But hark! Upon the mountains girt around, 

Three hundred ringing trumpet blasts are heard! 

See! See! Three hundred flaming torches wave ! 

Three hundred mighty shouts break on their ears! 

The sleeping thousands in confusion wake; 

Bewildered all, with consternation 

The midnight darkness worse confusion makes. 
istaking Gideon’s thundering battle cry, 

Three hundred trumpet peals and Dissne lemps, 

For overwhelming foes approaching swift ; 

With fear they panic stricken all become! 

Mistaking friends for foes, with terror filled, 

They e upon his neighbor fiercely rush ! 

The sword of comrade pierces comrade’s heart! 

And kindred troops engage in deadly strife! 

While thousands trample dying thousands down ! 

They 7 ¥ they run! they cry! they wildly 

shou 

Hark to the scream and groan of routed foe’! 

But few escape, and there at once poses. 

One hundred twenty thousand dying groans ! 

One hundred twenty thousand Midian’s dead ! 

Some swifdy fled, but hot pursuit was made 

And none escaped. The men of Ephraim slew 

Oreb and Zeeb by the Jordan’s ford. 

Kings Zebah and Zalmunna Gideon slew 

With hisown hand. And thus were all subdued, 


’ And quietness continued forty years. 


. Death of Gideon. 
Then faithful Gideon, son of Joash died 
In good old age, by all beloved and praised, 
And in his father’s sepulchre was laid, 
In Ophrah where the Abi-ezrites dwelt. 


TEACHINGS. 


Whoever will o'ercome the sinful world, 
In God must have firm + esa unwavering faith. 


For all the victories we o’er sin obtain, 
To God who gives them Es gorcy the glory be. 


The Lord can save by many, or by few; 
Not might, nor power. eg Spirit sin subdues. 


If God be on our side, we need not fear 
Though all the world and Satan ’gainst us rise. 


Jehovah’s thoughts and ways are not as man’s, 
These like the earth, those higher than the hea- 
vens. 


6. 
Alas for those who fight against the Lord! 
Like thieves who come at night to rob and steal, 
Like Gideon’s troops upon their sleeping foe ; 
So shall the Son of man in judgment come, 
And sudden vengeance heap upon His foes! 
Surrender now and peace with God obtain 


By little things God tests His faithful ones, 

By little things—a prayer, a word, an act, 

A little child, He conquers sinful é 
Lompa gine. trum pets—love, and prayer, arfd 








Are more than conquerors through Jesus Christ, 
Detroit, Mich, : 


Through Jesus Christ, oa daca Saviour, King... 
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EXPERIENCE has so certainly and de- 
lightfully settled the question for us here 
in our own country, that it seems really 
amusing to find any one, seriously argu- 
ing that male teachers should be confined 
to male classes, and vice versa. A writer 
in the Sunday-School Chronicle thinks, 
however, that this mixture is one of the 
American features that they would not 
do well to imitate in their work. He 
admits that ‘ many ladies have been suc- 
cessful in the ragged schools in training 
youngsters that had defied all the efforts 
of men, and more was to be said in favor 
of female teachers taking boys’ classes 
than of male teachers taking girls. Un- 
less the girls are quite young, various 
evils are likely to ensue; for however 
plain or uninteresting a teacher may be, 
some of the girls in his class are sure to 
get up a personal admiration for him, 
which is likely to be injurious to all 
concerned. No doubt, as a general rule, 
it is better that teacher and scholar 
should be of the same sex.” 





Ir 18 almost essential if we would save 
boys, that we find out, first, what spe- 
cial temptation or weakness or sin they 
need to be saved from. This can only 
be done by getting very close to them. 
The power of a real, loving sympathy 
must absolutely be invoked for this. 
When you have learned the secrets of 
young lives, donot then upbraid and chide. 
That will dash‘all your prospects of suc- 
cess. And it ought to! Love them all 
the more intensely. And love these 
young souls not because they are strong 
and beautiful and pure, but because they 
are not these things, but need to be- 
come, and may become, such. They are 
weak and struggling now. Very few of 
them are sealed up tosin. Very many, 
the great numbers, of the young are 
daily going through a battle with self or 
vice or passion, that those around them 
little dream of. 
soul, such as the sympathizing Sunday- 
school teacher, is admitted into the se- 
eret, Now if our Sunday-schools and 
cities were only full of these big, wise 


_ hearts, that are gentle and tender as well 


as roomy and strong, how many boys 
would run into their shelter and be 
saved | 





THE Corresponding Secretary of the 
New Jersey State Association gives in 
his seventeenth annual report a very 
encouraging view of the work in his 
field. We doubt if any State will carry 
up to the International Convention as 
full or as satisfactory a report. To be 
sure the field is small, covering only 
twenty-one counties, but nearly every 
part of it is well worked. The secretary 
says: “In no period of the seventeen 
years of the life of this Association has 
it closed its annual labors with brighter 
prospects or more abundant cause of 
gratitude to God for prosperity and suc- 
cess, Harmony in its councils, and zeal 
and work in its membership have gar- 
nered their fruit in a union of all the 
evangelical denominations for the ad- 
vancement of all that pertains to this 
department of the Master’s vineyard.” 
The report then states that in the work 
of culture of established schools marked 
progress has been made, the standard of 
teaching having been certainly elevated. 
They have succeeded also in getting re- 
ports from more than ninety-one per cent. 


Only a rare, special 





of all the schools in the State. “In 
many counties every school has reported. 
Only four or five of the 227 township 
secretaries have failed in their work, and 
those in outlying and thinly settled dis- 
tricts.’” New Jersey workers are cer- 
tainly to be congratulated and to be 
commended. 
pe! 

A WRITER in the London Sunday- 
School Chronicle closes an article on 
“ Eye Teaching” with the expression, “I 
wish we had many James Hamiltons 
among our Sunday-school teachers.” The 
article had been quoting his love of pre- 
senting the truth in attractive forms, and 
gives this interesting incident concern- 
ing the great philosopher’s method of 
pulpit ministration: “ Forgetting al- 
together the methods by which the dig- 
nity of the pulpit had been maintained 
and the slumbers of the congregation 
left undisturbed from time immemorial, 
James Hamilton was wont to bring the 
flowers which he had gathered by the 
way boldly into the desk where he pre- 
sided in the weekly prayer- meeting, and 
exhibit their characters to his rural audi- 
ence in explanation of Biblical facts and 
allusions, Visiting on one occasion the 
house of a neighboring proprietor he 
espied a fig-tree in the garden and begged 
a branch. Having borne his treasure 
home in triumph on his shoulder, and 
prepared his discourse for the evening 
meeting, he took it-with him to the 
church, In due time, when the prelec- 
tion had advanced to the proper point, 
the fig-branch was displayed from the 
desk and bore its part in the demonstra- 
tion.” f 





THE same writer, pleading admirably 
for the use of objects with children, sug- 
gests how even the tabernacle and its 
service can be represented even although 
“ models” may not be at hand, or cannot 
be procured, A teacher bent on doing 
it can construct a model for himself. 
“Three books and a pocket-handkerchief 
are sufficient. The books can form the 


sides and west end of the tabernacle, 


and the handkerchief the covering, the 
east end being open. A small chest 
would represent the ark; the lid would 
form the mercy-seat. A rude model of 
this sort will give a child—and children 
are intensely realistic—an idea of the 
tabernacle such as mere words could 
scarcely convey to him. In a thousand 
ways, and bya thousand devices, the 
really earnest teacher will find means 
whereby to supplement his oral teaching 
by visible representation. In day-schools 
we count him the most successful tegcher 
who is most fertile in expedients to 
smooth the rugged path of learning to 
his young charge, and who, instead of 
yainly longing for what he cannot obtain, 
turns to best account the material at his 
disposal. Why should not the Sunday 
school teacher have recourse to the same 
method? Why should he rigidly adhere 
to the stereotyped fashion of sitting 
stolidly before his class, and content 
himself with asking a few questions, or 
pouring out a torrent of meaningless 
words? Weare afraid there is a sort of 
dread that such things as we are recom- 
mending, not being customary, would be 
regarded as dangerous innovations. We 
are not fond of innovations, But then 
we must clearly understand what is an 
innovation. Almost everything we prac- 
tise in our Sunday-schools was once an 
innovation. Sunday-schools themselves, 
and that not so very long ago, were re- 


garded as rather dangerous innovations,”’- 





The Bazaar of Nations in Philadelphia, 
in aid of the Building Fund of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, is in full tide 





of successful progress. Thousands upon 
thousands have visited the Hall, admired the 
brilliance of the scene, been instructed by the 
representations of architecture, customs and 
manners of the different peoples, purchased 
thousands of knick-knacks at the booths, and 
enjoyed the whole affair immensely. Thou- 
sands are yet to pay their respects to their 
foreign countrymen. We hope that all our 
citizens will call, and especially that being 
in the Bazaar they will patronize the mer- 
chantmen whose wares and entire proceeds 
therefrom are to be turned into the treasury 
of a noble Christian object. The Bazaar 
will be open during all, or nearly all, of 
April. 





ILLUSTRATED NEWSPAPERS. 


HERE is a class of pictorial newspa- 

pers whose very touch is contamina- 
tion. The untaught moral sense, even, 
rejects them. The only wonder is that 
the law will permit of their public dis- 
semination. But there is another class 
of illustrated papers from which we have 
aright to expect moral purity, at least, 
and absence of profanity and blasphemy, 
and which by their general merit win 
our approbation, that yet, through cul- 
pable carelessness, or worse, on the part 
of their managers, every now and then 
shock us by their obliquity. 

It is of these, and of our duty toward 
them, that we have a word to say now. 
Only the other day one of these had a 
hideous caricature of some political per- 
sonage under which was written as a 
title “The Good Shepherd.” Thousands 
of our children saw that picture, and 
made merry over it ; and henceforth to 
them an office and a title that had al- 
ways been peculiarly tender and precious 
will be soiled and bedraggled by a shame- 
fully grovelling association. We know 
how such things have affected those who 
are older. Notone of us perhaps but has 
had some beautiful precept, some precious 
promise, of Scripture spoiled by ridicu- 
lous or degrading associations. And 
these spoiled passages were generally 
made such to us in early life. 

Now it is a serious question with all 
the avenues of evil open to our youth 
how we may shield them from sinful and 
demoralizing influences. With all the 
diligence they can use, and all the 
watchfulness of devoted parental love, 
parents find it next to impossible to 
keep their tender ones even in compara- 
tive security. What shall we say of those 
who themselves insert the insidious poi- 
son in the very sanctuary of the home? 
This is being done in thousands of cases 
by unthinking parents to-day. We know 
of an earnest Christian father who be- 
lieving in the power of pictures to make 
the fireside cheerful has introduced into 
it a pictorial newspaper that with all its 
acknowledged excellencies nevertheless 
panders frequently to a vitiated taste, and 
is simply shocking as an educator in a 
pure and pious home. It is unthinkingly 
done. Father brings the paper home 
and smiles at the eager reception it gets. 
He himself has given but a hasty glance 
at the contents, may not be altogether 
pleased at the political caricatures, or the 
“hits” at matters of current interest—in 
fact, would not be too fastidious, he feels, 
over a few flaws in the midst of so much 
that is bright and attractive. So he 
passes it by as a thing of little conse- 
quence. 

But the children devour these pictures. 
They trace and retrace every line of them. 
They con them over and over. The whole 
scene is imprinted upon their impres- 
sible minds; and will never be forgot- 
ten. General good instruction may coun- 
teract the immediate evil influence, but 
in many cases the inevitable effect is to- 
ward a lowering of the moral tone, and 





opening the door to permanent and ap- 
palling dangers. 

It will hardly be said that we exag- 
gerate. Too many are ready sorrowfully 
to affirm what our observation has taught 
us, that many who have been enabled 
successfully to keep their tender ones 
from outside contaminations have been 
deceived by the traitors whom in good- 
natured compliance they have themselves 
admitted within the gates. 

How shall we reach the difficulty? It 
will be said that the children will see 
these demoralizing prints at any rate. 
The shop windows, the news stands, are 
full of their deadly blooming. Very 
true, but if they are not brought in and 
laid upon the home table, that is one 
point gained. Genial, sensible instruc- 
tion will go a great way here toward 
forming and keeping a pure taste in the 
young. Let parents but set their faces 
against everything vulgar and coarse and 
profane, not only in speech, but in pic- 
torial representations, and the young 
will prefer the good to the bad, the re- 
fined to the coarse, the pure to the im- 
pure. If they see that you as the father 
or the elder brother, you as the mother 
or the elder sister are displeased at every 


suggestion in a picture that would offend | 
a high moral sense, they will catch your‘ 


spirit, and acquire your tastes. There 
are a thousand sources of delight for the 
eye in the pictorial publications of the 
day that may be introduced with eleva- 
ting and charming influences into our 
purest Christian circles. We owe it to 
these home centres to select our, chil- 
dren’s pictures with as much care as we 
select their reading or their companions. 

We do not know how better to advise 
Christian parents who see that their 
favorite “ weekly” lends itself every now 
and then to a degrading illustration, 
than to shut the purse determinedly 
against it, and write the publishers kindly 
yet firmly insisting upon a total absti- 
nence from such pictures upon penalty 
of the forfeit of their name as subscriber. 
If the ten thousand parents who take 
such papers were to do this simultane- 
ously, would not the protest make itself 
felt? We believe that it would. We plead 
not upon questions of party politics or 
of religious or other views upon which 
good people differ, but simply upon ques- 
tions of purity and morality, on which 


most Christians would be agreed without 


debate. Friends, let us look more closely 
after the pictures. 








ON TEACHING. 


HE Messrs. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, of 
New York, have lately reprinted a 
work “On Teaching: Its Ends and 
Means,” by Professor Henry Calderwood, 
a celebrated teacher in the University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland. We have not seen 
the work, but notice in the New York 
Tribune a review of it, which contains 
two or three points so instructive on the 
true purpose of teaching that we are glad 
to quote it: 
“One point,” says the reviewer, 
“strongly insisted on by the Professor, 


is the importance of a free and friendly — 


communication between teacher and 
scholars. Not certainly the famili- 
arity which is destructive of discipline, 
but the kindly intercourse which has 
purely educational ends in view. The 
freedom that is demanded, instead of 
being unfavorable to discipline, must 
tend to establish it. What is mainly to 
be desired is free communication of diffi- 
culties from the scholar to, the teacher, 
with full and patient instruction from the 
teacher to the scholar. The exercise of 
authority in which a teacher frowns upon 
direct inquiry is most injurious in its in- 
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fluence. He will question in order to 
ascertain what the scholars have learned, 
but they must not question him in order 
to'learn what they have failed to under- 
stand. Such a method is inadequate, 
because insecure. The most experienced 
teacher will allow that he needs to be 
helped to the discovery of his pupils’ 
difficulties. But if he practices a distant 
reserve he cannot have the help which 
only the scholars can give. Meantime 
the instruction moveson. If the scholars 
catch all they need, very well; but if 
they fail to understand all that is ex- 
pressed, there is no help for it. This 
can be avoided only by the exercise of 
free communication, by which means 
alone we can escape routine, A sense 
of monotony is the nightmare of teaching. 
If scholars are slow to speak, every at- 
tempt should be made to draw them 
out and ascertain what they still need to 
learn. Professor Calderwood warmly 
commends the American usages in this 
respect. In visiting the public schools 
of the United States he was deeply im- 
pressed with the freedom with which the 
pupil made his appeals to the teacher, 
and the encouragment he was sure to re- 
ceive. ‘I must express my admiration,’ 
he remarks, ‘of this characteristic. I 
am averse to cut-and-dry theories as to 
the best possible ways of teaching. I 
would have each teacher observe and re- 
flect for himself, but above all, save us 
from routine, A teacher needs knowl- 
edge of human nature, and he needs 
freedom of action to avail himself, with- 
out reserve, of all the varied resources 
fitted to awaken attention and stimulate 
mental activity.’ ” ‘ 








MR. MOODY’S CHURCH IN 
CHICAGO. 





[ is quite well known that the great fire 
destroyed not only the house of worship, 
but also the homes, of the menabers of this 
church and Sunday-school. 

Soon after the fire Mr. Moody made an 
appeal to Christian friends throughout the 
country for funds to erect a new building, 
and about $38,000 was contributed. A do- 
nation of $3500 from Christians of Philadel- 
phia was expended on the temporary wood 
building (75x109 feet) erected on the cor- 
ner of Ontario and Wells Streets. This 
building was used for nearly two years, 
during which time it was open day and 
night for gospel work. A further sum of 
$22,500 was paid for the new site, on the 
corner of Chicago Avenue and La Salle 
Street. The balance of the money contri- 
buted, and the value of the old lot, were ex- 
pended on the foundation, basement and 
first story of the new building. 

A subscription had been started, and it 
was expected that the work begun would 
move steadily on to its completion. With 
this expectation Mr. Moody sailed for 
Europe, leaving the work in the hands of a 
building committee, 

But the “panic” followed almost imme- 
diately, and the work stopped. The first 
story, though unfinished, was roofed over 
and hassince been used as a place of worship. 
It is well known that the work of this 
church is mainly evangelical, and that the 
people who are assembled there are very 
poor; hence, Mr. Moody being absent, no 
effort has been made since the financial 
crisis to complete the building. But the 
character of the work done here may be 
judged from the following facts: 

Mr. Moody is pastor of the church. It is 
now nearly two years since he left; yet the 
church has a membership of over 400, and 
the Sunday-school numbers more than 900, 
and this, although the pulpit is supplied by 
brethren from other churches, or by the 
members of this church. 

Sixteen religious meetings are held here 
during each week, and conversions continue 
throughout the year. The same earnest 
spirit that Mr. Moody manifests character- 
izes to a marked degree the members of the 
ehurch who have worked with him, 





It is hoped that Mr. Moody will return to 
this country in August next, a 

When he left his church, moved by/ a 
powerful conviction that the Lord called 
him to England, he expected to return 
within the year to find the Church edifice 
finished. To meet his co-laborers within 
these walls, and here resume a work whose 
increasing magnitude the former years have 
not equalled, has through these many 
months been the longing desire of his 
heart. Our Lord grant that these hopes be 
abundantly realized ! 

Shall the building be finished before Mr. 
Moody’s return? Its plain, substantial 
architecture,its commodious, unornamented 
apartments, its location, and the diligent 
spirit of Mr. Moody’s co-laborers, unitedly 
commend such an effort to the judgment 
and liberality of Christians, 

We hope that the friends of this work, in 
various parts of our country, will respond 
to this appeal. About $30,000 are needed 
to complete the building. Shall the amount 
be raised and the work done? 

Donations toward this object may be 
sent to either of the following members of 
the Building Committee : 

J. V. FARWELL, 
B. F. Jacoss, 
Chicago, Ill. 











For The Sunday-School Times. 
A SABBATH IN THE DEEP PINE 
FORESTS OF OLD SOUTH 
CAROLINA. 


A LETTER FROM RALPH WELLS. 





T is known that Mr. Wells recently went 
South for his health, which has been 
somewhat severely strained by his arduous 
Sunday-school labors during the late trying 
winter. We are permitted, through the 
kindness of Mr. Herrick, superintendent 
during Mr. Wells’s absence, to publish the 
following interesting letter which Mr. Wells 
addressed to his beloved Grace Mission in 
New York: 

My DEAR FRIENDS, young and old, with 

whom I have often held such sweet counsel, 
and gone up together to the house of the 
Lord : 
It is the morning of the Sabbath day. 
Like the temple at Jerusalem, my little 
chamber faces the East, and like a giant 
going forth to the race God’s glorious sun 
glances from the trunks and branches of the 
mighty pines around. They are in full 
bloom, and their sweet aroma, so healing to 
the invalid, can hardly fail to remind one of 
the “Balm there is in Gilead, and of the 
good Physician there.” 

All is silent in the forest. The slight 
singing lullaby in the tops of the pines is 
the only sound heard, excepting the sweet 
hymn of praise carolled from the heart of 
that sweet mocking bird who seems to say, 
“ Jesus loves me too.” While the snow still 
linger’ in the streets of New York, the ther- 
mometer on my wall marks 70 degrees. 
One cannot stay in bed on such a morning ; 
and rising, the little “ Three-fold Cord” gives, 
in the text for the day (March 21), one of 
the sweetest promises in the Bible. Romans 
2:6,7. Read it, and see how much God 
can say in two words, and then see what is 
the condition on which it is promised. 

Some young people start out with great 
promise, but finding the way rough and 
long they turn back to the world and sell 
their Jesus and their heaven for a song. 
But I hope better things for you. Some poor 
little Hindoo girl as she stands before the 
throne of judgment may say, “J lived in 
India and never heard of thee, O Christ.” 
But methinks when some scholar from 
Grace Mission, who dies without Christ, is 
called, she will be speechless and the angels 
will weep. 

And now having breakfasted, and secured 
“little Johnnie’ for a guide (you see 
“Johnnie” lives everywhere), we strike 
through the forest to seek for Jesus in the 
woods. Who are these dusky children all 
dressed in their Sunday clothes ?—turbans 
red, green, yellow, blue!—men, women and 
children coming from so many quarters! 
Some walking, some on sorry old mules, and 





some drawn by a little donkey in a two- 

wheeled cart? Johnnie says he thinks they . 
are going to have a grand baptism, and he 

will show me where. Soon we reach the 
place and find them vigorously drawing 

water from a well and filling a huge tank, 

as many are to be baptized in it. Tell Mr. 

Herrick of a well where Jesus sat and what 
he did there. 

I asked a very respectable old man whose 
ebony face is adorned with a circle of hair 
which looks like white cotton, “ At what 
time is your service, sir?” “’Bout noon 
dis ebening, sar.’ I was afterwards told 
that that meant three o’clock. 

But we cannot tarry, for we have heard 
of a little Presbyterian school at some dis- 
tance. It is long since they had a minister 
or elder, The iron heel of the war almost 
crushed the life out of this old State, and I 
cannot explain to you how terribly the 
people are suffering—my heart bleeds for 
and with them. 

And now our path lies beside a little 
stream and the bushes hang laden with the 
beautiful yellow jessamine. Millions of 
their fragrant blossoms encircle us, and [ 
think some which I enclose may retain 
their fragrance till Mr. Herrick shows them 
to you.. What are these modest little flowers 
that scarcely raise their heads above the 
grass? Their eyes are heaven’s own blue, 
and a bright little star glitters in their 
bosom. Their prayer to God is ever the 
same, “Father, ‘forget menot.’” A sweet 
little cousin also lines the path—the l.vely 
violet. Tell Mr. Herrick some flower-names 
of Jesus. 

Three little children are already on the 
steps when I reach there, about the same 
number that I almost always find at Grace 
Mission when I get there. How eagerly 
they receive some of your LEFT OVER 
PAPERS that I found in the library! One 
devoted man and his sister carry on the 
echool. But where is he this morning? 
He cannot get here. He lives nine 
miles off and comes all that way every 
Sabbath to superintend this school. But to- 
day the rains have so swollen the streams 
that his sister thinks he cannot get here. So, 
to my surprise, I find myself superintendent, 
chorister and teacher the first Sabbath on 
land, Nota class in the school had Bibles,° 
and no class a Bible lesson. The catechism 
alone was used every Sabbath, and each 
class was furnished with a small pamphlet 
to explain it, written by whom do you think? 

. Howard Crosby! - 

I guess that our good pastor never thought 

he would ever stand in place of the Bible! 


The catechism is a noble explanation of the . 


Bible, but ought never to shut out God’s 
glorious Fountain. 

The school however behaved and answered 
well, and before it clored we were glad to 
see the superintendent come in. A good 
talk after school resulted in my agreeing to 
give a lecture on Palestine, and to double 
any amount they may raise by it. 

i attended service at an Episcopal church 
in the afternoon, and when night came was 
pretty well worn out. I slept sweetly after 
commending you all to the vare and protec- 
tion of our dear Redeemer. But if I write 
you so long a letter you will not want me to 
write again. Send me some message through 
Mr. H. and don’t forget to pray daily for 
one who daily bears you on his heart. 

Affec'ionately your friend who longs to 
lead you to Jesus, 

RaupxH WELLS, 
Summerville, S. C., March 21, 1875. 


Notes. 


The Virginia Baptist State Sunday-School 
Convention has just concluded its sessions at 
Richmond. It was “a complete success.” 


The Seventh Annual Convention of the 
State Sunday-School Association of Maine 
will be held in the city of Auburn, May 18, 
19 and 20. 














The work of the Committee on introducing 
temperance literature into the echools in 
Troy is progressing favorably. Some oppo- 
sition is developed, but the Committee are 
hopeful that their efforts will be quite 
generally successful. _ 


The Executive Committee of the New 
York State Association have begun the 
duty of appointing delegates to the Balti- 
more Convention. Certificates have been 
issued, among others to Mesers, E. A. 
Hartshorn (Methodist), Lewis E. Gurley 
(Baptist), and James H. Kellogg (Presby- 
terian), of Troy. 


Faster Sunday was handsomely celebrated 
by various schools in Troy, N. Y. The First 





Presbyterian, Mr. Geo. B. Thompson, super- 
intendent, had a fine review of thé lessons, 
with blackboard and excellent music, fol- 
lowed by an address from the pastor, Rev. 
G. N. Webber, D.D. The floral decora- 
tions were beautiful, among them an ever- 
green cross, studded with numerous small 
bouquets, which, at the close of the exer- 


cises, were removed and presented to the . 


pupils. Mr. Thompson is infusing new life 
into this old school by his vigorous and pro- 
gressive administrations of its affairs. 

Our English brethren continue to be in 
good conceit of their teachers’ competitive 
examinations. At the thirtieth annual 
meeting of the Brighton Sunday-School 
Union; recently held, it was “carried by ac- 
clamation”’ that among the means that the 
parent society had taken to improve the 
work and supp.y the wants of the workers, 
they reviewed with special interest and 
satisfaction the “establishing of Sunday- 
school teachers’ competitive examination 
classes, believing that they must tend not 
only to the development of the intellect, 
bat to higher attainments in Scripture 
knowledge and spiritual life, so necessary to 
success, and they pledged themselves to use 
all means in their power for the furtherance 
of this great object.” 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
GIDEON. 


BY REV. WM. ORMISTON, D.D. 


O* all the renowned champions of free- 
dom and illustrious defenders of the 
nation’s liberties, whose deeds are com- 
memorated in the heroic age of Hebrew 
history, the virtuous and valiant son of 
Joash justly claims the first place. 
Standing about midway between Joshua 
and Samuel, Gideon exhibits some of the 
noblest characteristics of both. He ex- 
emplifies the simple faith-and dauntless 


courage of the illustrious soldier-united: 


with the deep-toned piety and resolute 
zeal of the great reformer. He not only 
vindicated the national honor and re-es- 
tablished the institutions of civil govern- 
ment, but proclaimed the sovereignty of 
God and restored the ordinances of di- 
vine worship. He made war upon the 
altars and the groves of Baal, as well as 
upon the camp and hosts of Midian. 

Like Cincinnatus from the plough, or 
like Washington from the forest wilds, 
Gideon is summoned from the concealed 
threshing floor on his father’s farm to be 
the deliverer and the father of his -op- 
pressed people. He steps forth upon the 
scene a young farmer of lofty stature, 
noble aspect and princely bearing, his 
heart pure and simple, and his hands 
unused to other implements than those 
of industry. 

While he was but a child the idol 
worship of Baal was general, and prac- 
tised even by those of his family and 
kindred. In his youthful days the wild 
freebooters from the desert, the plunder- 
ing hordes of the East, invaded and 
ravaged the country, and multitudes, 
fleeing from the defenceless valleys, had 
come to the fastnesses of his native hills 
for safety; even there the inhabitants 
lived in constant dread of predatory in- 
cursions, and had no little difficulty in 
securing the fruits of their labor for the 
support of their households, A deep sense 
of his country’s wrongs must have grown 
with his growth and strengthened with his 
strength ; often must he have contrasted 
the unhappy present with the glorious past. 
The victories of Barak were not so long 
gone by as to have been forgotten; the 
triumphant song of Deborah was among 
his earliest recollections; and ming- 
ling with feelings of ill-repressed indig- 
nation against their haughty oppressors 
were deep ponderings upon the sad de- 
fections of his own people, and earnest 
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cries to God to send once more a de- 
liverer whose banner he would gladl 
follow. In such a mood as this, intensi- 
fied by the very fact of being obliged to 
seek a place of concealment for the per- 
formance of an ordinary act of his daily 
life, he received a divine call and com- 
mission himself to become the deliverer 
.of his nation. This commission being 
em te and his mind assured by re- 
peated supernatural signs, he at once 
undertook the high emprise. In order 
to show the spirit in which he purposed 
to accomplish his designs, he demolished 
the altars of idolatry and made his ap- 
peal to the God of Israel. He thus ac- 
quired an enduring title of honor—a 
new name by which he was ever after- 
ward distinguished, and which conferred 
honorable distinction upon his family. 


As divinely directed he summdéned by 
the blast of the bugle ten thousand men 
from the different cantons of his own 
tribe; to these there came from other 
neighboring tribes twenty-two thousand 
allies. His entire forces collected on 
the hillside did not amount to more than 
one-sixth of the enemy which covered 
the valley beneath them. Of this small 
army more than two-thirds, actuated by 
craven fear, deserted their standards and 
sought refuge in their caves, but of the 
remaining troops the dauntless comman- 
der, firmly relying on divine guidance 
and succor, selected a chosen band of 
only three hundred braves, whom he fur- 
nished with lamps, pitchers and trum- 
pets. With this mere body-guard, thus 
singularly equipped, he went down into 
the valley by night, and so startled the 
outposts of the foe that the whole camp, 
filled with consternation and dismay, 
broke up in confusion and fled in utter 
disorder. Calling up his reserved forces 
he pursued the enemy next day until. 
his exhausted troops were weary of the 
slaughter. “The raven” and “ the wolf,” 
two of the chief sheiks were slain, and 
their heads brought as trophies to the 
victor. Zebah and Zalmunna, the other 
two chieftains, who had formerly slain 
two ot Gideon’s brothers at Tabor, were 
taken “gy rae and having been re- 
minded of their crime were put to death 
by the hands of the triumphant conqueror 
himself, who thus avenged the blood of 
his kindred. The victory was so com- 
plete that the Midianites having lost one 
hundred and twenty thousand warriors 
on that day were never afterward able to 
lift up their hand against Israel. So ter- 
rible was the slaughter, and so fearful 
the overthrow, that it henceforth fur- 
nished prophet and psalmist with appro- 
priate and expressive imagery to denote 
the most terrific outburst of the divine 
vengeance. On his return from the victo- 
rious battle-field the true-hearted soldier 
resented and justly chastised the men of 
Succoth, who had tauntingly refused sup- 
plies to his weary, hungry troops as they 
were pressing on in pursuit of the fleeing 
foe. Having seized the rulers of the 
place, he taught them all a useful and 
doubtless well remembered lesson, scourg- 
ing them with thorns and briers. Passing 
to Penuel, whose inhabitants had been 
guilty of similar meanness, he beat down 
their tower, and slew those who at- 
tempted to defend it. He also with con- 
summate tact allayed the jealousy of the 
powerful tribe of Ephraim, who thought 


. they had been ignored by him. The 


land was free and for forty years enjoyed 
the blessings of rest and a righteous rule 
under the wise administration of Gideon, 
whom they would gladly have made king, 
with the right of succession in his family. 
This offer of royalty he promptly de- 
clined, for himself and for his descen- 
dants, assuring them that the Lord, who 
had been his counsellor and guide, was 
their King. . 

The noble-minded, unselfish hero will- 
ing to gratify the army who were devuted 
to him with an opportunity of testifying 
their gratitude, asked them merely to 
select trom the untold booty they had 
taken the ear-rings, and bring them to 
him ; this they gladly did. The amount 
of gold thus given was about seventy 
pounds. This Gideon designed as an 
offering to the Lord, and had it fashioned 
into the form of an ephod, a portion of 
the sacred dress of the high priest. This 
offering should have been deposited in 
the tabernacle at Shiloh, but unhappily 
the good man, with excellent intent 
doubtless, but most unwisely, put it in 
his own city. This town being the place 
of his birth and the depository of this sa- 
cred memorial became a shrine in after 
days to Israel and led them astray into 





idolatry. Alas, that he who had achieved 
so much for his country’s good should 
have left them such a legacy of evil ! 
The remaining life of Gideon was emi- 
nently peaceful and prosperous. He 
dwelt in his own house honored by a 
grateful people, surrounded by a nume- 
rous and happy household; and full of 
honors, in a good old age, he was ga- 
thered to his fathers, and was buried in 
the sepulchre of Joash his father, in 
Ophrah. His name is a synonym for 
simplicity and strength, for courage and 
constancy, for faith and fortitude, for 
greatness and gentleness. It is enrolled 
among the heroes of faith whose memo- 
ries are embalmed by an_ inspired 
apostle, and whose example we are 
called upon to follow. Few indeed are 
more worthy of imitation, even his one 
recorded fault leans to virtue’s side, In 
a very dark day he was a burning and a 
shining light. Ta all the relations of life 
his character stood the severest tests and 
failed not. Faithful among the faith- 
less, he vindicated the cause of God and 
of the true religion at the peril of repu- 
tation and life. A true man, a brave 
soldier, a magnanimous patriot, a wise 
and able ruler, he won the hearts of all 


‘men, retained the approval of his con- 


science, and received the approbation of 
his God. 








For The Sunday-School Times. 
A MODEL SUPERINTENDENT. 


DRAWN FROM LIFE. 


ULOGIES lack their force, because they 
are mostly finely drawn sentiments, 
brought out by death; or else are fulsome 
flatteries paid to the living. But whena 
good man is depicted and held up to view, 
and he is unconscious of the display his ex- 
cellencies are making, there is an attractive- 
ness which the observer detects. He sees 
that it is honest. Most readers doubt the 
truth of every obituary, because they know 
that it is ornate, as a tombstone would be, 
or else that grief has hidden faults and 
tears have made new virtues to glitter. 

There is an objection to the ideal that it 
is never attained—a mirage with no réal- 
ness. In religious literature there is a con- 
tinuous reaching after that which is only 
supposed to be or hoped after. The model 
scholar, the model teacher, the model school, 
the model superintendent. These vague con- 
ceptions have a certain merit, in that they 
prompt some one to move forward and up- 
ward toward perfection. And as incentives 
they are as valuable as any preaching. 

Permit me to sketch one whom I believe 
to be a model superintendent. He is living. 
He knows not of my intention. Lest the 
reader may think it springs from any sort 
of mutual admiration, because I am his pastor, 
I can give no better demurrer to that than 
to avow that this is prompted by an honest 
appreciation of the worth of the man. If 
his name were given, there are thousands 
from New York to Colorado who would in- 
dorse this tribute as only an outline of my 
model, ' 

His name has never appeared in print, 
save in our local Sabbath-school Associa- 
tions. He is a business man, and’ as dili- 
gent in business as he is fervent in spirit. 
In our little city, merchants give him the 
rating of a first-class business man. 

1. The Secret of His Excellence. 

Born in New York City, of wealthy pa- 
rents, both of whom were Sabbath-school 
workers, he was inducted into the work at 
an early age. Having a natural musical 
genius, which was fostered, by parents and 
cultured by the best teachers, he was brought 
at last to a point when he must decide which 
should be his special delight—sacred music 
or the Sabbath-school. This was prayer- 
fully considered, and the latter chosen and 
entered upon ; but God, on approving of his 
choice, gave him the other to be a comfort 
and an aid—an accessory to a superinten- 
dent’s office of no mean value. 

He chose the better place, and since then, 
during twenty-five years, he has zealously 
applied himself to the perfecting of that 
early consecration ; studying new ways and 
measures, and only retaining that which 
would wear. The secret is that he desired 


-a8 a witness of the school. 





God’s service, and has ever realized this 
was his calling. 

Physically he has not a commanding ap- 
pearance—he has a decided impediment in 
his speech—and yet withal, the stamp of 
the Lord’s approval is set upon him and has 
been in all these years. 

2. How He Works. 

He has his school and its spiritual wel- 
fare uppermost in his thoughts—the theme 
always in process of digestion during the 
week preceding the Sabbath. It is read, 
studied, and made the subject, in some one 
of its bearings, at his family altar. The 
teachers and scholars are mentioned by 
name before the throne of Grace. All the 
helps from books and papers are properly 
weighed and the valuable hints noted. On 
prayer-meeting night, the Sabbath topic of 
study is dwelt upon by pastor and teachers, 
and much prayer is given that the Spirit 
shall sanctify the school by the truth. And 
then comes Saturday night, when all these 
preliminaries are brought from the abstract 
to the concrete form for the next day’s ser- 
vice. The music is culled out of his own 
full repertory of pure truth and harmony 
combined, The school has the song-roll, 
whereon are printed in large type the hymns 
known and sung with sweet effect. 

Concerning this model leader’s work he 
allows nothing, scarcely sickness, to prevent 
a full evening’s preparation of the detailed 
parts which each class receives for the clos- 
ing exercise. I have known and severely 
chided him for this excessive application, 
for often the whole night is given unto it. 
His work is his delight, and he avows that 
it is his refreshment after the labors of the 
week. This is his only defect as a model 
superintendent. 

3. How His School Works. 

It moves just as such full and prayerful 
preparation would betoken ; and the verdict 
your writer paid it two years ago when he 
first became pastor, is just the same now, 
only more distinctly affirmed—that it is the 
best school in the State. Now let me speak 
I have never 
heard it called to order, nor have seen the 
occasion when it needed that reprimand. 
For general attention and loving respect, it 
is worth traveling to this Northwest to see. 
The attendance (save among the infant- 
classes, when excessive cold and inclement 
weather would keep the little ones at home) 
is wonderfully large, barely varying from 
145-155, the enrolled membership being 160. 
The contributions average $3.50 per Sabbath, 
out of this $50 is devoted to the foreign 
missions, and about as much to other objects, 
and they are not rich children. The scholars 
are not taught to expect concerts, pic-nics, 
exhibitions, nor prize shows; but they have 
imbibed the esprit du corps of the main body. 
The wishes and quietly expressed desires of 
the superintendent are met and carried out. 

After morning church service is over, the 
school quietly gathers in. At the appointed 
time the superintendent begins some low, 
sweet prelude upon the organ, during which 
the scholars nestle in beside loving teachers 
and pay their greetings to each other. At 
last the leader touches a key when all rise, 
and with faces upturned toward the song- 
roll, their first hymn begins. Two pieces in 
opening, interspersed with prayer and the 
reading lesson, and two in closing school, 
varied by the public recitations, constitute 
all the singing we have. There is less the 
stiff movements of mechanical precision 
than the quiet smoothness of a refined and 
spiritual school. 

The outcome of this all is, that the acces- 
sions to the church are largely from the 
school, and is but another proof that God is 
working through instrumentalities, works 
‘more and more blessedly through those 
agencies which are perfected, as he performs 
more readily through men who are conse- 
crated to his service. He blesses that 
Sunday-school which is led and superin- 
tended by men who thus seek to prepare the 
way for his blessings. 

Such, I candidly admit, is but a meagre 
sketch of one of the worthiest superinten- 





dents I have ever known, and I am glad to 
bear witness to his excellence now while he 
is living. Should I ever have occasion in 
the dispensations of an inscrutable God to 
preach his funeral sermon or indite his 
obituary, what I have written here should 


be the basis of that. 


In such a case, and I pray there may be 
thousands like him, we have no need to 
draw upon our expectancies for the model 
superintendent, but to turn to such as are 
living; for where such exist, they make 
better models; for one man can’do what 
another can, and will the surer aim and 
achieve it. 8. 








For The Sunday-School Times. 
MY UTOPIA. 


OULD you like to visit it? Well, 
then, come with me and you shall. 
It is on a Sabbath morning and we start for 
the sanctuary. ‘‘ What are we going to?” 
you say, as we draw near the church. 
“How does it happen that so many chil- 
dren, even those of tender years, are com- 
ing? Ishould think it was the Sabbath- 
school.” You are correct, that is the ser- 
vice to which we are going. “You must 
be mistaken,” you reply, “for see the 
large number of adults, parents, grand- 
parents, and even those whose heads are 
whitened by the frosts of fourscore winters. 
They surely do not all attend the Sabbath- 
school?” Even so, my friend, In this 
country all churches have three services on 
the Sabbath, so different in character that 
no one becomes wearisome, but each gives a 
zest to the others, and Sunday becomes to 
everybody a day of pure enjoyment, refresh- 
ment and unalloyed happiness. ‘“ What are 
the three services?” you ask. Firat comes 
the Sabbath-school, to which we devote the 
best, brightest, freshest part of the day; in 
the afternoon we hear our sermon, and in 
the evening the whole congregation, except 
the very old, very young and infirm, attend 
the prayer-meeting. 

“Does your pastor attend the Sabbath- 
school?” He does, indeed. He says if he 
could be present at but one service, that one 
should be the school, for there he comes 
nearer the children than he can anywhere 
else; that he would no sooner give up his 
work among them and the resulting power 
and influence over them in the building up of 
his church than a nurseryman would neglect 
his young trees until they were fully grown. 
In this way he wins the children nearly all 
to Christ, and as a consequence they unite 
with the church when young, and grow up 
much stronger and more efficient Christian 
workers than though they came late in life, 
even in the same numbers. Besides, by 
making a thorough preparation of the les- 
son, he conveys more Scriptural informatfon 
in his five minutes’ talk than is contained 
in a half-dozen sermons often heard in your - 
country. His constant study of the Bible, 
for the purpose of presenting its truths di- 
rectly to the school, gives it an importance 
and dignity to the minds of his hearers, and 
stimulates in them an eagerness to delve 
in its depths forthemselves that nothing else 
could, so that of all subjects that the human 
mind can interest itself in, the information, 
truths and doctrines of the Book are to us 
the most intensely fascinating. 

“How can your pastor find the time to 
write his sermons when he gives so much 
attention to simple Biblical study ?” do you 
ask? That is just where he saves time. 
There is but one man in your country who 
can prepare and write two good sermons, or 
essays as they really are, each week, with all 
the other arduous work of ministers who do 
their whole duty to their church. Besides, 
the Bible isthe very fount of inspiration for 
all requirements of the pastor. During the 
session of the school he is mingling with all, 
making a pertinent remark to this class; en- 
couraging that ; explaining a difficulty to an- 
other; advising a despondent teacher ; sympa- 
thizing with one who is walking through 
deep waters ; leading a thoughtful child to a 
place nearer the Saviour, so that when the 
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bell announces the close of the lesson hour, 
he is so full of the personalities of his 
people, has obtained so close and deep an 
insight into their sympathies, yes, into their 
very souls, that he spends the ten miriutes 
allotted him forthe review exercise as though 
he had been on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion. Every word he '.tters on the leading 
points of the lesson is precious, as it is aimed 
directly at the mind or heart of some indi- 
vidual before him. Is it any wonder that 
we all enthusiastically love the Sabbath- 
school? We do not consider it as even an 
appendage to the church. It is the church, 
the most practical, important part of it. 
The inspiration got in the morning still 
burns when we meet in the afternoon, per- 
vading both pew and pulpit. The subject 
of the morning’s lesson tinges the sermon 
and glows in the hearts of all at the prayer- 
meeting at night. Weare so full of the sub- 
ject that prayers, remarks and song gush 
forth spontaneously, and at our firesides we 
find we have made a long Sabbath day’s 
journey nearer home. E. M. W. 








for The Sunday-School Times, 
‘WHY: NOT? 


HAVE just read an article in The Times, 

of March 20th, entitled “Tinkering and 
Oiling,” in which superintendents are made 
to do some very bad things on all sorts of 
occasions. It may all be true “ down East,” 
where G. A. P. lives, and I do not propose 
to question or criticise the article, but I 
would like to wonder why somebody will not 
say a word that shall be commendatory to 
superintendents? I have looked over my 
files of The Sunday-School Times, and I find 
a large number of articles severely criti- 
cising them, but the other kind is like the 
visit of angels. I have had fifteen years of 
active service in the Sunday-school, and 
have in that time visited a large number of 
schools, and met the superintendents, and I 
must say I have never seen any of the bug- 
bears and spouters, whose ink portraits are 
so frequently drawn in the Sunday-school 
papers of the present day. Not all are wise, 
nor are all skillful, but as a class they are 
devoted, and on the average do more work 
without pay than any other members of the 
Church. It is a very easy thing for a clever 
writer to make a ridiculous picture of a su- 
perintendent at his work, and some may de- 
serve to be so held up to the world, but I 
know that such articles discourage many 
timid workers, who reason that they too are 
subject to be gibbeted by some ready writer 
and then left to bleach. It seems to me 
that a man had better ride a hobby than 
not to go at all, and I have often wondered 
if some who so bitterly condemn others for 
owning such a beast did not pen their ar- 
ticles when astride their well-groomed ani- 
mal; if so, I hope they will turn around and 
ride the other way a little while, and let us 
see if we cannot léarn a few of the good 
things superintendents do. H. H. 











HOW CONDUCT A REVIEW? 





EAR Times: I have often noticed in your 

columns valuable suggestions in reply 

to correspondents, and, as I want more light, 

I know no better way to get it than to ask 

you, or through you, some of your corres- 
pondents. 

I should like to know what experience 
has taught to be the best way and time to 
conduct a quarterly review of the lessons? 
Whether it is usual for the superintendent 
to occupy the lesson hour on review Sunday 
or leave it to the teachers to review the 
classes? Which, in your mind, is the best 
and most effective ? 

I endeavored yesterday, after the usual 
time devoted to lessons, to ascertain how 
much the scholar remembered of the Book 
of Joshua, and when I got through I felt 
satisfied that every one of them, as well as 
myself, felt they had been bored by repeating 
what their teachers had been over. . 

Now, Dear Times, if it is customary for the 





superintendent to conduct such review, I 
will attempt it next revéew day—resolving 
the school—teachers and all—into one large 
class. But if experience has taught that 
the teacher can do it best, I shall gladly re- 
sign the honor. Desiring to do what is best 
for all in the school, I appeal to you. 
Yours, respectfully, K. 
Lansingburg, N. Y. 








For The Sunday-Schoo] Times. 
BURIAL FUNDS. 


ii re having noticed any mention of such 

a plan as that adopted in two mission 
schools, of which the writer has had charge» 
I have thought that a reference to the sub- 
ject and a brief description of our plan may 
be of service. 

In all missions there are families living 
in great poverty—men at the head of them, 
perhaps, who have low wages and uncertain 
employment—thrown out sometimes alto- 
gether by sickness ; or widows, whose hungry: 
children cry for food when there is no money 
coming in with which to buy it. And with 
them all, as with others, the rent comes 
round surely and quickly. When, added to 
all the ordinary pinching necessities of th€ir 
life, death enters the house, and the child, for 
whom it was so hard to get food and medi- 
cipe while alive, has to be buried,’now that 
it is dead, sorrow and want join hands. 
Shall they apply to the city and get for the 
dear one a pauper’s burial? And if not, 
how can the undertaker be induced to give 
the needed credit for the $25 to $35 cost of 
the funeral? Many a poor, sorrowing one 
we have seen going around with heavy 
hearts begging money to lay away their 
dead. To meet such cases, the real poor of 
our mission, we formed a few years ago a 
Burial Fund. Its simple rules were these: 

1. A special, instead of the ordinary col- 
lection, was made in the school on a certain 
Sabbath, cards having been printed detailing 
the plan, and distributed the previous week. 

2. The fund was to be made up to $100, 
and whenever by drafts upon it it was 
brought below that amount, then, after 
proper notice, Sunday after Sunday the mis- 
sionary collection was to be applied to it 
until it was made good. 

8. Disbursements were to be made by a 
committee, consisting of the superintendent 
and two teachers. 

4, The establishment of the Fund was to 
make no claim upon it by families of de- 
ceased members. 

5. Payments were to be made in the shape 
of loans, to be repaid according to the ability 
of the families receiving them. 

6. Strict control of the expenses of fune- 
rals was retained by the committee when- 
ever help was given. 

These, as far as I remember them, were 
the rules. The plan has worked well in 
that school; its attendance averaging about 
450 scholars and teachers on the Sabbath 
afternoon when the first collection was made, 
and $280 was handed in! Of course, to this 
end the printed cards describing the plan 
had been shown by teachers to their friends, 
and outside contributions obtained. 

Two weeks ago the same plan was intro- 
duced in another mission school, over which 
the writer is now superintendent. The col- 
lection was $356. This amount is large, but 
it is a large school, and the demand upon 
the fund will be correspondingly great. 
Smaller schools can do quite as well, and 
perhaps better, in proportion to their nu- 
merical strength. G. A. B. 








FROM INDIANAPOLIS. 

HE First Baptist Church Sunday-School 

of Indianapolis is located in the central 
part of our city. It has accomplished a 
great work. The school owes much of its 
present character and standing to our be- 
loved brother J. R. Osgood, deceased, who 
for years gave his time and active talents to 
building up this church and Sunday-school. 
The present officers, who have been recently 





elected, are: Wm. C. Smock, Siperinten- 
dent; Wm. A. Bell, Ass’t Sup’t; S. M. 
Dyer, Secretary ; J. M. Crandall, Treasurer; 
D. F. Richardson, Librarian ; Miss Annetta 
Hoyt, Sup’t InfantDep’t ; Mrs. 8. Tichenor, 
Ass’t Sup’t ; Miss Ella Fenton, Organist. 

With an efficient corps of officers and 
teachers the school is progressing rapidly,— 
doing good work for the Master. Its nine- 
teenth anniversary was recently celebrated. 
Of course they use the International Series, 
have a good library and take papers beside, 
to awaken and sustain the interest and 
power of the school. The church has lately 
put in a magnificent organ, without doubt 
the finest in the city and one of the finest in 
the whole country. Its height is thirty-three 
feet. .It has four key-boards, fifty-two draw 
stops, two large sets of bellows, and 2200 
pipes. It cost $8000, and was built in In- 
dianapolis, by Wm. H. Clarke & Co. 

The Rey. Henry Day, D.D,, is, and has 
been for many years, the very acceptable 
pastor of this active and influential church. 

HERVEY. 








For The Sunday-School Times, 
-“QHILDLESS CHURCHES.” 


T should not beso. It must not be so. 
God ever has been, and ever is ready to 
bless all suitable means for the conversion 
of children. And when converted—however 
young—they should be taken into and have 
the watch-care and help of some church. 
Our little church here may truly be called 
“The Children’s Church.” At the organi- 
zation one little boy was among the original 
members. And since then our Sunday- 
school children from time to time have come 
to Christ, and have been received to the 
church, At one time we received three 
German children. At another time one 
(my little daughter). At another time six 
—the youngest not eight years old. And 
this month a number of the “little ones” 
have given their hearts to Jesus, and talk 
and pray in our meetings, and probably will 
unite at the next communion. And we ex- 
pect more and more will come to Christ. 

We labor and pray for their conversion, 
not only in the Sunday-school, but in 
monthly ‘children’s meetings,’ and fre- 
quently preach a sermon specially for them. 
And they attend our prayer-meetings—in- 
deed this meeting is mainly made up of 
children, who speak and pray, and sing and 
repeat portions of Scripture. And their 
youthful voices in praise and in testimony 
for Jesus is delightful music indeed. They 
are of various nationalities, Americans, 
Germans, French, Bohemians, etc. 

We believe most emphatfcally in the 
conversion of children. It is unspeakably 
more easy to lead children—young children 
—to Christ and train them up in the Chris- 
tian life than older persons. They are not 
hardened in sin. They have not so many 
evil habits, like iron bands to break, and, 
moreover, “ Those that seek Me early shall 
find Me.” Let us believe they can be con- 
verted, and labor for it. G. Re 

— Michigan. 
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“Bits oF TALK” FoR TEACHERS.—A 
well-prepared teacher is a fountain. An un- 
prepared one is a poorly-supplied cistern in 
which the didactic pump only wheezes in 
the jerky effort to get a flow of ideas..... 
Foster true friendship between your schol- 
ars. Do not simply urge them to love one 
another, but show them how to help and 
bear with each other. Under such tillage 
the plant of love will grow An eini- 
nent German has said that one is not master 
of a subject until he can play withit. A 
teacher is not rightly prepared to teach a 
lesson until he can easily and familiarly 
take up and lay down the topics and texts, 
knowing and feeling the vital truths that 
cluster about them, . . . . There would not 
be much for us to dwell upon with interest 
and profit if the sun were the only orb in 
the solar system. So one central thought of 
general truth, however bright, will not make 





the most profitable lesson, unless the subor- 
dinate points of personal duty are clearly 
detailed in harmony therewith—A. Q. Ha- 
german in the Sunday-School Journal. 


‘WHO ARE OUR EDUCATORS? 
STREET GAMINS., 








{An article in “ The Brooklyn Journal of Edu- 
cation” after speaking of the home, the school, 
the pulpit and the press as educators, closes with 
the following reference to a class who are com- 
monly overlooked in such connections, ]} 





USE the term “ gamins” because no 
one English word so well expresses 
the idea, But are these teachers? Let 
us see. 
In New York and Brooklyn, and pro- 
bably in all large cities as well, are to be 


found hundreds and thousands of poor 
waifs, who seem to be 


“Only poor paupers whom nobody owns,” 
and nobody seems to care for. How they 
live is a conundrum that a few can an- . 
swer. Pseudo homes a few of them nomi- 
nally have; but many of them seem to 
lodge just wherever night overtakes them 
—sleeping in casks, boxes, stables, under 
stoops, bridges, in carts and wagons; 
ragged, dirty, unkempt, and altogether 
repulsive in appearance. Some of these 
gain a precarious living by working a 
few hours each day in selling papers, 
blacking boots, etc., while others beg, 
teal, and maraud generally. The num- 
ber of these may seem small, but a 
mighty work they accompljsh! These 
certainly obey one Scriptural injunction : 
they ‘increase and multiply” exceed- 
ingly, for no rolling ball of snow ever 
accumulated more rapidly. 


“But are these teachers?” asks some 
in. astonishment. They are; first, as the 
founders, and then as the teachers and 
propagandists of street schools, appa- 
rently the most flourishing and rapidly 
increasing of all our educational insti- 
tutions. And then observe the zeal, the 
devotedness, the esprit-de-corps, the un- 
tiring watchfulness, the terrible earnest- 
ness with which they entice pupils to 
join their school, throwing all other 
teachers into the shade in these respects. 
The street corner is their first chief place 
of rendezvous, where they lie in wait “‘as 
those that watch for souls,” to intercept 
boys on their way to the public and 
private schools; and when they succeed 
in coaxing, cajoling or driving some of 
these to ‘play hookey,” with what de- 
light they take these off on their maraud- 
ing excursions ; or, if the truants are too 
young for that, take them to some sly 
hiding-place to tell them stories, and 
thus initiate them in the language of 
profanity and obscenity, and in practices 
too indecent to be named, 

Is the danger from this quarter over- 
stated? Ask the principal of any large 
public school in New York or Brooklyn 
if he is not constantly pestered or an- 
noyed by this class; for these offenders 
consider all public teachers, like the po- 
lice, their natural enemies, and delight 
in annoying them, The most dangerous 
recruits and the most numerous, too, by 
which the ranks of this class are filled,, 
are the incorrigible truants from the 
public schools, or those who have been 
expelled from these. In my judgment, 
it was a sad day for New York when ex- 
pulsion was substituted for force, in the 
discipline of her public schools; for not 
only are these expelled pupils the very 
ones of all others that ought to be kept 
in them and properly disciplined, but 
their expulsion has greatly augmented 
the ranks of the street class, already too 
numerous and dangerous. 

' And, then, consider the remarkable 
success of the gamins as shown by their 
graduating classes. These are the feed- 
ers to our jails, penitentiaries, and State 
prisons. The gamins are in dead earnest, 
and they polish off their graduates as no 
other class of teachers can. 

As with the old Lancasterian system 
the smart ones become the leaders an 
monitors to teach others, while they 
themselves are being taught. Thus, 
“one sinner destroyeth much good,’ 
literally, and the whole system is one of 
ngneens reciprocity and self-propagan- 

m,. 
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No certificate or diploma ever made a 
real teacher, nor can the withholding of 
such unmake one, We teachers of the 
other classes, may refuse to recognize the 
gamins as professional brethren; but 
what of that? They teach on, pay or no 
pay, and, shut our eyes as we may to 
their existence and influence, there they 
are, Pay or no pay, did [ say? These 
cost the tax-payers more than all our 
public schools by far. Why are we so 
slow to learn that in this matter preven- 
tion is cheaper, as well as better, than 
cure? If more truant schools and truant 
officers are needed to prevent the labors 
of one class of teachers from being ren- 
dered nugatory by another, let us have 
them, by all means, for they will be 
cheap at any price. 


Revival Work. 


[We shall welcome correspondence and items 
for this Department from every part of the field, 
which is the world.) 


THE FIRST WEEK OF THE WORK 
IN LONDON. 

ETAILED news of the wonderful work 

of Messrs. Moody and Sankey in Lon- 

don, are now coming in to us from the Eng- 

















lish journals. We select the orderly outline 
narrative given .in The Sunday-School Chro- 
nicle, the organ of the London Sunday- 
School Union, and print it entire, as fol- 
lows: 

The First Day. 


Tuesday, March 9th, 1875, was a memor- 
able day in:the calendar of Christian enter- 
prise, and if the starting of an Arctic expe- 
dition is worthy of national sympathy, 
‘surely the commencement of such a work as 
our American brethren then inaugurated is 
worthy of world-wide acclaim. 1t must be 
something out of the common that draws a 
large concourse of ,people together, and it 
must be yet something in which there is a 

common interest and a mutual bond of sym- 

pathy, or the largest concourse will speedily 
disappear. It is worthy of note, however, 
that whenever earnest work is attempted by 
earnest men, there is an element of warmth 
about their actions which the most careless 
mind will appreciate, and which only needs 
to be intensified and developed to fire with 
an enthusiastic contagion all who come 
within the range of its influence. 

Variously computed at from fifteen to 
twenty thousand persons thronged the 
largest available building in London on the 
first night of this evangelistic campaign, and 
thousands more were only prevented by the 
limits of the accommodation from partaking 
in the same event. Two hours before the 
time of meeting crowds had already congre- 
gated in front of its several doors, and by the 
arrival of the advertised hour of commence- 


* ment, the whole of its vast area was covered 


by a teeming mass of anxious and expectant 
humanity. On either hand of the platform, 
which is situated on the eastern side of the 
hall, and facing this mighty congregation, 
hung in the bold relief of white letters upon 
crimson ground the two passages—“ Repent 
ye and believe the Gospel,” and “The gift 


- of God is eternal life,” and so as the 40,000 


eyes were turned toward the speakers’ 
rostrum, they could see as well as hear a 
gracious invitation -and a promise. The 
choir, which has contributed so much to the 
success of the musjcal arrangements of the 
week, numbers some two hundred strong, 
and comprises among its staff members or 
the leading musical societies of London, and 
under the direction of Mr. Sankey this body 
of singers renders valuable aid in leading 
the praises of these monster gatherings. 
All Classes 


of the community were in attendance on this 
opening day, members of both: Houses of 
Parliament, representatives of all denomi- 
nations of Christians, ministers and laymen, 
merchant princes and humbler tradesmen, 
rich and poor, learned and ignorant, young 
and old, men, women, and children, all gath- 
ered in one great assembly to listen to the 





old and oft-repeated tale of peace on earth 
and good will toward man. 


As the bells of the parish church struck 
seven, the Rev. Thain Davidson announced 
the hymn, “I hear Thy welcome voice,” 
which was heartily sung by the great con- 
gregation, and after a short space the piece, 
“Tell me the old, old story,” was beautifully 
rendered by the choir. Ali eyes were then 
eagerly directed toward the platform, and 
“eager to the moment Mr. Moody took 

is place at half-past seven, Mr. Sankey as- 
sumed his position at the organ, and after a 
moment’s silent prayer, Mr. Moody com- 
menced his London efforts with the charac- 
teristic phrase, “ Let us praise God 
For What He is Going to Do 


in London.” In these words, perhaps, may 
be found the key‘of his success—an un- 
bounded faith, a strong belief in the pro- 
mises, and a large expectation of their im- 
mediate fulfilment. . 

The Doxology was then sung by the whole 
people, producing a thrilling effect such as 
must be experienced to be appreciated. 
After prayer had been offered by the Rev. 
Mr. Billing, the Rector of the Holy Trinity 
Church, Islington, the Old Hundreth Psalm 
was announced, and again the stupendous 
chorus united in a Christian song, remind- 
ing one of the singing of the same hymn by 
perhaps twice as many voices in the centre 
transept of the Crystal Palace at a Good 
Friday concert. 

At the conclusion of the hymn a few mo- 
ments were devoted to silent prayer, the 
whole ap yg toe bending in reverential 
attitude. Mr. Moody then led the prayers 
of the people in an earnest petition, in which 
there were evident traces of strong emotion. 
Another hymn followed, and then an expo- 
sition of Scripture followed by a discourse 
of some thirty minutes’ duration. 

As appropriate to the occasion, when 
thousands [must have been anticipating 
marvelous things from him, Mr. Moody’s 
first sermon was upon 
Man’s Weakness and God’s Strength, 


in which he showed that God’s ways are not 
as man’s ways,and that by God’s power 
alone could London be evangelized. He il- 
lustrated his points by frequent references 
to Old Testament Scriptures, which refer- 
— together with the anecdotes he intro- 
duced, were given in a manner peculiar to 
the speaker, at once piquant, vigorous, pithy, 
and effective, the whole being pervaded by 
a tone of voice which, while betraying his 
—r contributed a freshness to his 
style. 

Tat the conclusion of his address Mr. 
Sankey gave out the hymn, “Hold the 
Fort,” and the whole congregation was once 
more united in this vigorous battle song. 
A short prayer, and the benediction pro- 
nounced by Dr. Allon, of Islington, closed 
the first night’s work, and as the vast mass 
streamed out of the doors, there seemed but 
one opinion as to its success; the arrange- 
ments were all that could be desired, the 
attendance had exceeded the largest expec- 
tation, the hearts of the laborers were 
cheefed, and they looked forward to the 
next night for a renewal of their work of 
faith and love. 

We have detailed the first meeting at 
some length, because in many respecis it 
may be taken as a description of them all 


‘the numbers in attendance may vary, an 


the lay assistance accepted by Mr. Moody 
may change, but the arrangement of service, 
the interspersing of the hymns and the 
prayers, the reading and the exposition, re- 
mains the same. 


The Second Day. 


On Wednesday evening at the commence-— 


ment of the meeting not more than ten 
thousand persons were present, but the num- 
bers increased as the time wore on, and the 
hall was well filled before the conclusion. 
Distinguished visitors were present upon 
this occasion, including, among others, the 
Lord Chancellor, the Earl of Cavan, and 
Lord Radstock. 

After the reading of a portion of Scripture 
from the Old Testament and another from 
the New, Mr. Sankey _— the 43d hymn 
from his collection, after which there ensued 
an interval of silent prayer, which Mr. 
Moody supplemented with an audible peti- 
tion in the same way that he adopted on 
Tuesday. More singing followed, and then 
the sermon. The text being, “ For the Son 
of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost,” and upon it Mr. Moody 
founded his second London address, which, 
like the first, was full of practical sugges- 
tions, smart sayings, telling illustrations, 
and powerful exhortations, 

A few moments’ silent prayer followed the 
finish of the address, a silence which was 
broken by the sweet tones of the organ as 
Mr. Sankey commenced his song, “The 
Prodigal Child.’ Mr. Moody then invited 
such as might desire to converse with him 
to meet him in the upper gallery, an invi- 





tation to which a large number responded, 
and with the benediction, which was pro- 
nounced by Lo Radstock, the second even- 
ing terminated. 

The Third Day. 

The Thursday meeting was conducted in 
the same manner as those which preceded 
it; the same mass of upturned faces greeted 
the eyes of the same speaker, and the same 
songs issued from the same lips with the 
same sweetness and effect. The lesson was 
deduced from the parable of the Good Sama- 
ritan, and the sermon (if these familiar ap- 
peals may be called by so sombre a name) 
wasa continuation of Wednesday’s discourse. 
With the same tact and telling power of il- 
lustration was produced the same solemn 
result, and the period of silent prayer which 
followed eventually broken by the singin 
of the hymn, “Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
was an interval, the influences of which 
might be felt but not described. A well 
attended inquiry meeting followed, and 
about 8,000 ea pe remained to a prayer 
meeting, presided over by Lord Radstock. 

The Fourth Day. 

On Friday evening the hall was again 
crowded at an early hour, and when the 
service commenced nearly fifteen thousand 
persons were present. The Rev. Archibald 
Brown, of the East London Tabernacle, 
offered up the opening prayer, and after 
several hymns, Mr. Moody spoke upon the 
words, “Seek ye the Lord while He may be 
found, and call ye upon Him while he is 
near.” It was upon this occasion that,the 
strongest evidences were observable of a re- 
ligious revival; Mr. Moody’s earnest ap- 
peals for an immediate responee to the invi- 
tation of the text, which were delivered with 
more than his usual eloquence, producing a 
marked effect. 

Addressing the vast audience with all his 

ower, he said, “I call on you to come to 

od to-night.” And turning to the ministers 
who supported him on the platform, he said, 
“T ack you ministers of religion whether 
God may not be found here to-night?” To 
which a unanimous “ Yes” was responded, 
which startled and visibly affected the 
audience. The inquiry meeting, which is a 
most important feature in these services, 
was held in the St. Mary’s Hall, and was 
very largely attended, as was another meet- 
ing held simultaneously for prayer in the 
large hall. 


Saturday was the Sabbath 
of the American preachers, and after the 
arduous undertakings of the week no one 
will grudge them their well-earned day of 
rest. The meetings were as might be ex- 
pected, less numerously attended ; still an 
audience of 4,000 is no mean congregation, 
and such was the number that gathered in 
the great hall to hear addresses from the 
Rev. Messrs. Guy Pearse and John Morgan. 

On Sunday, however, a day of real work 
was gone through. Early in the morning 
might be seen, from every part of Islington, 
earnest bodies of pedestrians walking hur- 
riedly toward the hall, and at eight o’clock 
a service was held for Christian workers, a 
description of which will be found in an- 
other column. 

The afternoon meeting, which was held 
at three o’clock, was devoted entirely to wo- 
men, and perhaps the largest assembly of 
women ever gathered was held on this occa- 
sion. The service was rendered appropriate 
to the hearers by anecdotes of female influ- 
ence and appeals to maternal feelings, and 
many responded to the earnest invitation 
and remained to the after meeting. 

The evening meeting was devoted entirely 
to males, and of these an enormous congre- 
gation assembled at seven o’clock. The 

ings were much the same as those of 
the afternoon, except that the illustrations 
were rendered more appropriate to the male 
sex; and, as a result of the impassioned ap- 
peal with which the address was concluded, 
a large proportion remained to the after 
meeting, and some hundreds visited the in- 
quiry room. 

On Monday Evening, the 15th, 

the plan of admission by ticket was adopted, 
and an audience of some seven or eight 
thousand put in an appearance. The Rev. 
James Spurgeon preached the sermon, and 
Mr. Moody presided at. the inquiry meeting 
which, at the conclusion of Mr. Spurgeon’s 
address, numbered some five hundred people, 
and with this service ended the first week’s 
efforts of our American teachers. We have 
given no account here of the noonday prayer 
meetings held at Exeter Hall, which, how- 
ever have been pervaded by a deep spirit of 
reverence and godly fear. They are some- 
what informal, and are made the media of 
communicating the results, inquiries, and 
requests for prayer, which abound in Mr. 





Moody’s correspondence. Modes of action 
are explained, and plans of operation stated, 
while five minutes’ speeches on a variety of 
subjects connected with the work elucidate 
points of difficulty. 

Many are the reports which are constantly 
flowing in of pee accomplished in those 
places which have been visited by these 
evangelists, and if their labors in London 
|e tagg but equal results to those which 

ave been achieved elsewhere, their work 
among us will be great indeed, and whatever 
diversity of opinion still exists, it becomes 
all who are interested in the furtherance of 
evangelical work to give them, at the end of 
their first week’s efforts in the metropolis, 
their thanks, their sympathies, and their 
earnest prayers. 











EARLY MORNING MEETING OF 
CHRISTIAN WORKERS. 


HE most remarkable and the most im- 

pressive meeting that has yet been held 
in connection with the American Evange- 
lists, assembled at the Agricultural Hall on 
Sunday morning, March 14th, at eight 
o’clock. It was intended only for Christian 
workers; adinission was by ticket, and the 
meeting had by no means been extensively 
advertised, yet at the hour named there 
could not have been less than five or six 
thousand persons present, and many hun- 
dreds came in afterwards. 

Punctually at eight Mr. Moody gave out 
the number of the hymn to be sung, and 
“Hold the Fort” was rendered in a way 
not to be forgotten. One who had attended 
the other services might have gathered the 
distinctive character of this one, for the 
hymns were sung with a precision and heart- 
iness which have been wanting on former 
occasions with twice the number of voices. 
After the Rev. Thain Davidson had engaged 
in prayer, Mr. Sankey sang— 


“ Bark! the voice of Jesus crying. 
Who will go and work to-day ?” 


Mr. Moody then read part of Isaiah 6, 
concluding with the eighth verse, “Also I 
heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom 
shall I send, and who-will go for us? Then 
said I, Here am I; send me.” The audi- 
ence afterwards sang, “Stani up, stand up 
for Jesus,” and Mr. Moody announced his 
text as taken from Daniel 12:3, “They 
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament; and they that turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever.” 

Mr. Moody said every one likes to shine; 
if you go to see a mother whose boy is at the 
top of his class you’re sure to hear of it be- 
fore you get out of the house; if'a mother or 
father has a son who came out number one 
at the University, how proud they are of 
him! Weallliketo shine: if we are honest 
enough we must admit it. In New England 
you hear of a man giving £100,000 for a li- 
brary, provided they change the name of the 
town and call it after him, just to hand his 
name down, but it is the greatest mistake 
possible. Fifty years hence people won’t 
know whether it’s called after a man ora 
mountain. His name Will be forgotten; but 
the woman who broke her alabaster box of 
ointment over the Saviour is handed down 
for ages. ° 

What We Do for Christ will Live. 


Provided the motive is right, and we do not 
do it in order to shine, but for Christ, our 
work will live forever. 

Mr. Moody said he was sick of hearing peo- 
ple say that they were working from a sense 
of duty. Some teachers say they go to the 
Sunday-school because it is their duty. 
Away with such a motive, and take the 
higher one—work because you feel it a 
blessed privilege to labor for Christ. It is 
the most glorious privilege in the world to 
be instrumental in saving one soul. Let us 
come up to this higher plane of Christian 
privilege, and work as fellow-laborers with 
God. Mr. Moody said that every year he 
went some seven hundred miles from 
Chicago tosee his mother. Suppose that he 
should say, on greeting her, “ Mother, I’m 
come to see you because I feel it ia my duty.” 
What would she say? “My son, if you only 
come from a sense of duty you need not 
come at all!” Or, suppose a man makes a 
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present to his wife, and he says, “ Wife, I 
give you this from a sense of duty.” What 
Sout she very likely say? “Oh, if that’s 
all, you’d bétter keep it yourself!’ 

Mr. Moody made an earnest appeal to un- 
converted teachers, if there were any present, 
and stated that when he was in Scotland, a 
gentleman, who was the superintendent of a 
school, came to him and stated that he was 
unconverted, and that he felt he must give 
up the school. , 

Mr. Moody spoke with him, but still he 
felt he must resign. But Mr. Moody argued, 
Why not be converted, and hold on to the 
school ? He went to his teachers, stated the 
case, and asked the teachers to pray for him. 
Never had they had such a solemn prayer- 
meeting, and the result was that the super- 
intendent found Christ and retained his 
post. The minister of the church with 
which that school is connected soon after 
received one hundred souls into communion. 

Mr. Moody said that every one present 
might surely lead one soul to Christ. He 
appealed to them not to let a day pass with- 
out personally speaking to one soul. He 
had himself oo wonderfully helped since 
he had made that a rule, and at the end of 
the year he felt that at least he had invited 
365 souls to come to Christ. Why, at that 
rate if every Christian did that, all Lon- 
don would be converted in a year. At any 
rate, such a plan kept his own heart warm. 
People said that these meetings were only 
spasmodic, but he had no sympathy with 
spasmodic revivals. He wanted a revival 
all the year, and when the revival spirit 
died out of his heart he did not want to live 
any longer. He believed that the present 
time was a special opportunity for Sabbath- 
school teachers, for never was sv many 

le praying for God’s blessing. He valued 
or Hhinveelf, more than anything else, the 
prayers of friends on his behalf, Mr. Moody 
stated that one great 


Secret of Success was Sympathy, 


and that until we were able to put ourselves 
in the place of those we sought to benefit we 
could not get near them. He related, amid 
breathless silence, and with great tender- 
ness, instances of the death of scholars in 
his own Sunday-school, and how his heart 
had melted, and he had been able to weep 
with those that wept, and he realized that 
the children who were taken might have 
been his own. 

Never have we seen a vast audience more 
in sympathy with the speaker, and never 
hav» we seen so many hearts touched by the 
recital of such simple pathetic stories. The 
whole scene was one so quiet and subdued ; 
there was no strong appeal to the passions ; 
no attempt to excite the fee'ings; but the 
overflowing sympathy of a large, warm- 
hearted love communicated itself to the 
thousands present and produced a marvel- 
ous influence. 

Many were the audible replies, and many 
were the suffused eyes which lit up with a 
sym pathetic response as Mr. Moody said, 
“May God give us all sympathy.” The 
audience then sang, “ Work, for the night is 
coming,” with a force and feeling which 
were most impressive; after silent prayer 
and the singing of the Doxology, the bene- 
diction was pronounced and the vast con- 
gregation dispersed to the duties and worship 
of the day. 








TELEGRAPHIC news from London, of the 
date of April 5th, inform us that the morning 
papers speak of the revival services of Sun- 
day, the 4th, at Agricultural Hall; as the 
most successful yet held by Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey. The London Times reviewing 
the revival “ considers the movement transi- 
tory, although long to be remembered as a 
curious feature of religious life.” 

Mr. Henry Varley preached on Sunday, 
April 4th, in the Rink in New York, to an 
audience of 8,000 persons. 





GOOD ADVICE TO TEACHERS. 
Stick to Your Posts. 


HE Sunday-school Chronicle gives excel- 
lent advice to the teachers of London, 

in reference to attendance on the revival 
meetings. ‘‘ We are quite certain,” it says, 
“thatsuch an earnest Sunday-school teacher 
and superintendent as Mr. Moody would 
never desire that teachers should leave their 
classes to attend any of his services. In 
fact, it is about the last thing contemplated 
by him, to interfere with or obstruct in any 
way the work of others. Mr. Moody’s aim 
is to stir up Christians in every sphere to 
greater earnestness, and to supplement what- 
ever work for Christ they may be doing. 





We were very well pleased on Sunday morn- 
ing to hear him emphatically denounce the 
teachers leaving their classes in order to 
hear him. He said that one afternoon he 
noticed a young lady at one of his services 
whom he knew to bé a Sunday-school 
teacher. After the service he asked her where 
her class was. ‘ Oh,’ said she, ‘I went to the 
school and found there were only five little 
boys, and so I came away.’ ‘Only a little 
boy !’ said Mr. Moody ; ‘think of the value 
of one such soul! The fires of a Reforma- 
tion may be slumbering in that tow-headed 
boy; there may be a young Knox, ora 
Wesley, or a Whitfield in your class.’ 

“Mr. Moody then advised a much more 
excellent way than for elther teachers or 
scholars to leave their schools, and that was 
for teachers to come with their scholars to 
some afternoon or evening meeting, to pray 
with them and for them, to bring them in- 
dividually to Christ, and then to bring them 
into the inquiry-room. We know that on 
Sunday afternoon many teachers talked the 
matter over with their scholars, and ar- 
ranged to go with them to some service, as 
suggested. May the result be a great in- 
gathering of souls ! 

“Mr. Moody requested us to state to our 
readers that there will be another early 
morning service for workers at the Agricul- 
tural Hall, on Sunday morning next, at 
eight o’clock, and to urge their attendance. 
He said that these meetings are the most 
valuable ones that are held, and judging from 
the first that was held, on Sunday last, a 
report of which will be found in another 
page, we strongly advise all who are able to 
place themselves within the reach of so 
blessed an influence; and we do so all the 
more gladly as, so far from interfering with 
their duties at their schools, it will help to 
fit them for them.” 








For The Sunday-Schoo!l Times. 
OVERCOMING DIFFICULTIES. 


A CHRISTIAN lady of ripe culture 
and warm earnest love for humanity 
which made her cesire to do all in her 
power to comfort and lift up those about 
her, was at one period of her life placed 
in a situation where she was shut out 
from the ordinary means of grace. To 
her Christ-loving heart this was no or- 
dinary trial. But turning from thoughts 
of self, her heart went out with a great 
longing to those whose lives were cast 
where there was a dearth of gospel 
blessings. Her heart yearned over the 
children, and she resolved to make an 
effort to bring them into a Sabbath- 
school. The room in which the children 
gathered during the week for instruction 
could be secured, she hoped, for this pur- 


hey Her husband did riot oppose her, 
ut he gave her little assistance. She 
was delicate in health and retiring in 


disposition, and felt that the respon-_ 


sibility, as well as much of the actual 
labor, would devolve upon her, yet she did 
not on this account shrink from her self- 
imposed undertaking. She encountered 
opposition where she had least expected to 
find it. The gentlemen in charge of the 
school-building did not favor religious 
instruction in their district; there was no 
necessity for it, and indeed the children 
would be better off without it, they felt. 
Still confident that the school-room, as it 
was conveniently situated, was the most 
suitable place for her purpose, she urged 
them to allow her to make the trial. 
Consent was reluctantly yielded, and the 
lady, thankful for the concession, began 
making all needful preparations for en- 
tering immediately upon her work. She 
was obliged herself to act as superinten- 
dent, and to teach in the school, as well 
as to direct those who taught, as she 
found it very difficult to procure a suffi- 
cient number of teachers qualified for the 
work. The children soon grew exceed- 
ingly fond of the school, and the heart 
of the lady was thereby greatly encour- 
aged ; for if the children could be taught 
to care for the Word of God, it would be 


easy, she felt, to reach the parents. 


Sweetly the little ones sang the songs of 
Zion patiently taught to them by their 
loving friend, and the delight evinced 





by the books a appar: for them, and the 
Scripture cards awarded them, quite sa- 
tisfied her. What was her surprise, then, 
one morning on reaching the school to 
find the doors closed against her, and a 
ee awaiting her from the officers 
of the x vege to communicate to her 
the fact that the house would no longer 
be open to her on the Sabbath. The 
teachers and pupils had already as- 
sembled. 

“Why was not this intelligence com- 
municated to me yesterday,” she asked, 
“that I might have made arrangements 
for the school to-day?” No answer was , 
returned. Looking around upon the 
disappointed group, she said, cheerfully, 
“ We will still have our school.” On the 
logs of wood scattered about seats were 
found, and soon on the still Sabbath air 
arose the voice of prayer and the song of 
praise, and the lessons proceeded as 
usual, 

Early in the week the lady visited the 
officers of the school and asked of them 
the reasons for their conduct. “The an- 
swer returned was to the effect, that they 
felt a school on the Sabbath to be un- 
necessary; that the parents certainly 
knew what it was proper for their chil- 
dren to learn, and if they neglected to 
teach them the Bible, why should she, a 
stranger, trouble herself so much about it, 

“Tt is not a trouble,” she answered, 
“but a very great pleasure, and I am sure 
that the children very much enjoy the 
hour spent in Bible instruction.” 

But we are convinced that such instruc- 
tion will do them no good, was answered. 

The lady was not discouraged, and be- 
fore she left them had extracted from them 
the promise that the house should again 
be opened on the following Sabbath. 
For a time all went prosperously on, 
and the lady began to hope that she 
would be called to encounter no more 
opposition, when she was again painfully 
surprised to find the house closed against 
her. This time her entreaties did not 
move the hearts of those who had power 
to control the school-building. But even 
now she was not discouraged. She im- 
mediately began to set in order one of 
the rooms in her own house for use on 
the Sabbath, and here for a long time 
the school regularly met. Then longing 
that the school, which was increasing in 
numbers and interest, should have a per- 
manent home, she devised a plan for the 
erection of a small but substantial build-- 
ing, to be used only for religious pur- 

es. Her husband, though feeling 
Pimeclf ill furnished to take part in the 
school, either as superintendent or 
teacher, was nevertheless quite willing to 
rovide her with material aid. Other 
riends contributed funds, and before 
many months she was delighted to take 
the school, so dear to her heart, to a new 
and pleasant home, from which no one 
had power to dislodge them. A little 
later a fine library was added to the 
school, and at length a sweet-toned organ 
to lead the music. 

About this time business called the 
husband of the lady, through whose in- 
strumentality so much had been accom- 
plished, to another part of the State; but 
the school, begun under such difficulties, 
was established on so firm a foundation, 
that fears for its existence were no longer 
entertained, especially as the parents had 
learned so thoroughly to appreciate the 
efforts made on behalf of their children, 
that they were willing to aid in the sup- 
port of the school. 

If one lady, and she delicate in health 
and timid in disposition, could accom- 
plish so much, who is excusable for sit- 
ting down idly, when in the Master’s 
vineyard there is need of earnest laborers? 

—Allahabad, India, H. H, 
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For The Sunday-School Times. 
“OH, THAT SONG!” 


MISSIONARY of the American 

Sunday-School Union in Missouri 
writes: ‘After I had organized the —— 
School, I sang to them Mr. Bliss’s delight- 
ful song, ‘I’m so glad that Jesus loves 
me,’ and followed it with the questions 
‘Are you glad? if not, Why? Ih 
hardly finished, when a young man rose, 
and rushing up to me, threw his arms 
around my neck, sobbing, * Oh, sir, you 
must not leave here till ’ma Christian!’ 
And while we continued to pray for him, 
God heard us and showed mercy to him. 
Then he said, ‘Oh, that song! I could 
not get away from it, and it has saved 
me.’” Let us “sing with the spirit.” 


B. 
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T° hay that the Bank of Eagland WRITING 
FLUID is THE best ink, is simp'y stating an 
acknowledged fact —Sold, together with a large 
assortment of General STATIONERY. 
808 Chestnut St., Phila. 
R. MAGEE & SON, 


Publisher’s Announcements, 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


WASH IN ADVAN4!K.) 


—_— 














Single Copy, (one year), $2.00 

Pastors ‘¢ s6 1.50 

Superintendents, ‘+ 1.50 
CLUB RATES: 

. Ten Copies, se 17.50 
Twenty ‘ és 30.00 
Thirty + 37.50 
Fifty 66 66 50.00 








Tue sudden and entirely unlooked-for 
change in the postal rates, by Congress, 
makes it necessary for us to change our 
terms for the “ Patent File and Binder” for 
The Times. We have heretofore advertised 
it for the prices named, free of postage. We 
shall now be obliged to add the difference of 
postage, making the prices from April 1 as 
follows : 


Plain paper boards.............0sese0e $1.18 


Plain MUSLIN COVET ..ccceesee seceseess i 
Extra muslin cover, with calf 
back and tips, and beautifully 
bossed sides 


em 

At these prices “The Binder” is still much 
cheaper than anything of the kind that can 
be obtained at the stationers. We shall fill 
all orders promptly. 
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Philadelphia Reading 
oa! and [ron Co, 


Price or Coat, 
MARCH, 1875. 


(Per Ton of 2240 lbs.) 
In Yard. Delivered 








Broken, oe $5.50 = $6.25 
» Stove, an 

Small Stove, \ $5.80 ~ $6.55 
Chestnut, - - $4.75 - $5.50 
Pea, - = = $3.40 - $4.15 


* BEST QUALITY, 
THOROUGHLY SCREENED AND PICKED. 


Orders received by mail or at any of the Com- 
pears Offices in the city. Terms CASH, except 
y special agreement. 8-13 








WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 
No. 1216 RACE STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour during 
the night or day. W. JAMES ATT . vine 


(<a ae A.COPP & CO. 
Successors to MRS. GEO. COPP, 

General eae ee rik Uudertakhers, 
—435 VINE STREET.— 17-11-52 


JAMES McKNIGHT, 
2010 Fairmount Av. | Porpishing Undertaker 


























A. J. BAI Successor to 
H. D. Stuagp, Undertaker, N. & 
Gor. 19th and Filbert Sta, Phila. feh-A2t 








LWAYS ask your shoemaker for the PATENT 
A ‘river BUTTON. They cannot come off. 
1 - 








MONUMENTAL MARBLE WORKS. 
NEW DESIGNS AT MODE- 
BATE PRICES. 

J. WATERHOUSE 
1521 ARCH Street, 
CONTRACTS MADE FOR VAULI# 
AND BAILING. 














MARBLE WORK in 
general. my80-52t 
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Books. 


CHRIST IN ART. The Story of the 
Words and Acts of Jesus Christ, as Related 
in the Language of the Four Evangelists. 
Arranged in One Continuous Narrative. By 
Edward Eggleston, D.D. Illustrated with 
100 full-page plates on steel and wood, exe- 
cuted by Brend’ Amour, of Dusseldorf, 
after the famous designs of Alexandre Bida ; 
Together with numerous Expository En- 
gravings in the text, by American artists. 
Quarto. Red edges. Gilt sides. Bevelled 
boards. New York: J. B. Ford & Co, The 
language of pictures is universal. It speaks 
to all. It may be read by all. <As we turn 
the illuminated leaves of this sumptuous 
volume we feel that we could almost con- 
struct out of them the Life of our Lord 
complete, without the aid of the text—so 
many, so full, so accurate as to detail, so 
faithfully graphic do the artist’s concep- 
tions seem to be. We are told that M. 
Bida is a converted Jew and that he spent 
years in the Holy Land studying the de- 
tails of scenery, architecture, costumes, etc., 
in order that he might be able to produce 
this which after twelve years of labor 
he has completed. The original French 
work, which was entitled ‘‘ The Holy Evan- 
gelists,” is one of great magnificence, and 
gained for the artist immediate recognition 
and high admiration in Europe. The cost 
of its preparation was necessarily great, and 
its price, $165, corresponded with its mag- 
nificence. The American publishers, hap- 
pily conceiving the idea of reproducing it, 
had the famous German engraver Brend’ 
Amour apply the best skill of his art toa 
faithful copying of the French plates. The 
result we have in the brilliant series of pic- 
tures before us, which are offered at the ex- 
ceedingly low price of $5.50. In addition 
to the full-page copies are a great number 
of beautiful vignettes and smaller pictures, 
illustrating Oriental manners and customs, 
etc., which make the book fairly glow with 
life. The text is the very words of the 








_gospels, arranged in a continuous narrative, 


thus giving a clear, full, and connected 
view of the whole life of our Lord. The 
work is in itself a.gallery of sacred art, to 
which one may resort with increasing de- 
light, as picture after picture is studied and 
its finer points are revealed. We hail the 
book as an. important educator. The ab- 
sence of those extreme representations of 
the bodily sufferings of our Lord, whereby 
the Church in medieval days sought to set 
forth the soul’s passion, and which so offend 
the finer religious instinct, commend the 
work negatively as highly as its living, 
breathing naturalness of scene and position 
exalt its positive merits, The book is sold 
only by subscription. The agent in Phila- 
delphia is James G. Sample, at 30 North 
Fifth Street. ‘ 
HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE SACRED TABERNACLE OF THE 
HEBREWS. By Edward E. Atwater.. New 
York: Dodd & Mead. The author gives us 


. in this large duodecimo volume the result of 


many years’ patient and loving research. 
He confesses that the subject has always 
been a specialty with him, and he is confi- 
dent that his studies have added to the 
knowledge of Hebrew Symbolism both in 
point of breadth and accuracy. A full his- 
tory and description of the tabernacle and 
its service, aided by numerous illustrations, 
is first considered, occupying the first third 
of the work; the remaining two-thirds is 
devoted to unfolding the religious signifi- 
cance of the various materials used, the 
parts constructed, their relations, etc. The 
author’s inquiries enter thus into the whole 
nature, design and scope of the Jewish 
ritual and worship, its interpretation, the 
substance which it shadowed forth, the 
types which it prefigured, etc. The work 
will certainly be highly prized by Chris- 
tians and biblical scholars as the latest and 
most reliable authority on the subject. 
ALL ABOUT JESUS. By Alexander 
Dickson. New York: Robert Carter & Broth- 
ers. This is a very sweet devotional book. 
It has the smell of myrrh and aloes, and of 
a whole garden of spices. It is based on 
the Canticles, chapter 5: 10-16,-— every 
separate proposition being the subject of.a 
chapter about ‘‘ The Beloved,” who is 





‘chief among ten thousand, the one alto- 
gether lovely.” The motto of the book is 
taken from Zech. 9:17, ‘‘How great is his 
beauty !’”? and the publisher prefaces it with 
this warm, personal word, ‘‘ May the Master 
make this book as sweet to others as it has 
been to me.” We would commend it to all 
as a fitting companion to Adelaide Newton’s 
precious comments on the “Song of Songs.” 

NATURE AND THE BIBLE. By J. W. 
Dawson, LL.D., F.R.8., F.G.8. New York : 
Robert Carter & Brothers. Those who had 
the good fortune to attend the course of 
lectures given last December by Principal 
Dawson, in Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, will be thankful to see them in 
the goodly shape, with illustrations and 
notes complete, in which this volume pre- 
sents them. And for the general Christian 
public we do not recall a plainer or more 
interesting discussion of the relations of 
science to revelation in those aspects which 
are at ‘the present time the special subjects 
of controversy. It is a good book to be put 
in the way of young men. 

THE VOYAGE; or, A Song of the Seas, 
and Other Poems. By Rev. E. F. Burr, D.D., 
author of ‘‘Ecce Colum,” Pater Mundi,” 
‘‘ Ad Fidem,”’ etc. Seventeen illustrations ; 
with steel portrait of the author. New 
York: Nelson & Phillips. This quarto vol- 
ume, with its gilt sides and edges, its thick 
cream laid leaves and its original illustra- 
tions, is more like a holiday book than an 
ordinary current issue. The poem is a brief 
allegory on the voyage of life. 

THE NEAR AND THE HEAVENLY 
HORIZONS. By Madame De Gasparin. 
New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. The 
present generation knows too little of the 
charming writings of this author. For 
most thoughtful and refined minds her 
style has peculiar attractions. The present 
reprint is a collection of a few of her brief 
stories and sketches. By all means secure 
the book for your Sunday-school library. 


ELEANOR’S VISIT. By Joanna H. 
Mathews, author of ‘‘ The Bessie Books,” 
etc. New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. 
No close, inquisitorial inspection is ever 
needed of Miss Mathews’s books for the 
young. They are of the very first and best 
class—in every point of merit—whether 
literary, moral, religious or practical. They 
are the work of a true artist. Her writings 
go a great way toward redeeming Sunday- 
school literature from the charges of inan- 
ity, and worse too, often justly made against 
it. The present story is of a little peace- 
maker, and teaches the lesson of kind- 
heartedness and forgiveness very naturally 
and beautifully. 

MEMOIR OF REV. BENJ. G. PAD- 
DOCK. By Rey. Z. Paddock, D.D. With 
portrait. of the subject and of the author. 
New York: Nelson & Phillips. An interest- 
ing and admirably written sketch of the 
life and labors of one of the prominent 
early Methodist ministers. Messrs, Perkin- 
pine & Higgins, of Philadelphia, supply it 
as well as other issues of the Methodist 
Book Concern (Nelson & Phillips) of New 
York. 

ALICE NEVILLE; RIVERSDALE. By 
C. E. Bowen. New York: Robert Carter & 
Brothers. Two stories bound in one book. 
The first illustrates the power of a child to 
broaden the sympathies of a narrow, though 
good hearted, recluse; the second gives 
touches of life and character in a primitive 
midland English village. Both stories are 
attractive and meritorious. 

TOGETHER; or, Life on the Circuit, is 
the sequel to ‘‘ Rachel Cardingford’s Book,” 
by Mrs. E. E. Boyd. The story gives an 
interesting view of the toils and trials, as 
well as the comforts and compensations, of 
the itinerant’s life in the Methodist min- 
istry. New York: Nelson & Phillips. 

THE PEDDLER OF LA GRAVE. By 
Martha Farquharson. Philadelphia: Pres- 
byterian’ Board of Publication. This is a 
true historical sketch, showing up the per- 
secutions of the Waldensians by the Ro- 
manists. . 

GOOD MORALS AND GENTLE MAN- 
NERS. For Schools and Families. By 
Alex. M. Gow, A.M. Cincinnati: Wilson, 
Hinkle & Co. This strikes us as being an 
excellent collection of principles and pre- 
cepts, with anecdotal illustrations, prepared 
in shape for use as a text-book. 


Advertising Department. 
MAGIC LANTERNS 
MAGIC LANTERN SLIDES. 


The Largest Stock in America. 


Flides of all parts of the world. 

Slides at special discount for Sunday-schools. 

Slides arranged specially for the “ International 
Series of J 

Slides arranged for a “Journey through the 
Holy Land” 

Slides aranged for Sunday-school “ Lantern 
Service.” Slides arranged for the “fervice of 
Song,” Hymns, Chants and Pictures, by a practical 
Bible Teacher 

Superintendents who have not availed themselves of 
the use of the MaGic LANTERN for OBJECT-TBACHING 
are losing much. Try tt. A monthly exhibition not 
only instructs but it binds teachers and scholars to- 
gether, and makes the sa@hool grow strong.. 

Wilson’s Lantern Journeys. a book of de- 
scriptions, of 600 of the most beautiful places on 
the globe, including six journeys of 100 pictures 
each, for the use of exhibitors, and an interesting 
book of travels as well. $2. 

“The Magic Lantern,” a Monthly Journal 
of instruction and experiments for the lovers of 
the lantern. $1 per year. 

We also have a fine stock of Colored Scripture 
Slides; Scenes in Happy Homes-; Comic Slip 
Slides ; Arks, Menageries, and what not, attractive 
and cheap. 

American Agents for J. LEVY & CO., whose 
Slides are the best in the world. 

4ae~ Three Catalogues mailed on receipt of 25 cents. 

BENERMAN & WILSON, 


Photographic Publishers, 124 N. 7th St., Phila., Pa. 














BANISH CUMBERSOME SETTEES 
Send for 
Descriptive Circular of the 


i'TAYLOR PATENT CHAIR. | 


The Arrangement Affording 
A Straight Seating for Lectures, 
A Curved Seating for Sunday-Schools. 


sep EVERYTHING GAINED—MONEY SAVED.~eu 
The National School Furniture Co., 


17-56-18 141 & 113 WriiiiaM 81., N. Y 




















BE SURE AND CALL 
AT THE 


GREAT BOSTON 99 CENT STORE, 
227 North Eighth Street. 


Their list anything ever before offered 
in the city, anal includes ot > variety of useful 
and ornamental goods, 227 North EIGHTH S&t., 
between Race and Vine. 17-8-13 








UNKLE’S MAGIC HAIR RESTORER 
contains no sulphur, lead, silver, dirt, or 
este: does not crisp the hair or poison the 
rain; restores y, mixed, red, light or faded 
hair to a beau’ soft, g) brown or black, in 
from one to three applications. Each bottle war- 
ranted or money refunded. Sent to any address 
on receipt of m ce, $1 per bottle, Applied free of 
charge at the Depot and Office, 916 VINE STREET. 
Try it, Ag State where you saw this card. 17-8-52 








DEAFNESS.—Dr. Demock’s Seif- 
Retaining Auricles are flesh-color. 
They can be worn atany time witnout 
inconvenience,andaresuperiortoany 
trumpet now in use. Descriptive cir- 
cular, containing reference, etc., sent 
free. Address, Drs. DEmocK & WETH- 
ERILL, 63 Niagara St., Buffalo, N. Y. 
15-4eow 














Wroee COUGH, ASTHMa, 


CROUP, and Rackin enere cured by 
Delavau’s Whooping-Cough Remedy. 
Sold at 6th and Wood Sts., Phila, ap18-52t 








A Beautiful Set of Gum Teeth $15, war- 

re nted — to any made; solid gold fill- 

ings, $3; silver fi 8,$1. New York ’ 
Established 1851. Dr. MEADER,]1262 6th Avenue, 
17-7-22x15e0w 








rs, DR. TAYLOR’S 


clebrated Tooth Paste 


Cleans and beautifies the Teeth without injury 
to the enamel. WARRANTED. 


General Depot: *°%amaus’ ecree® 
&&G-SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS.-@a [17-18-52 








Now is the time to make arrangements for 
Sunday-School Excursions to this beautiful 
grove, located on the line of the West Chester 

and Phila. R R., about thirteen miles from Phila- 
delphia. Price for Excursions: for Adults, 45 cts.; 
Children, 25 cents. A reasonable deduction will 
be made for a large number. Call at 3ist and 
Chestnut Streets to make arrangements. 

Cars leave nearly eveny hour. 
14-4 H. K. SMITH, Superintendent. 


Faso int TO GREENWOOD GROVE. 








0 ALL SUNDAY-SCHOOILS, etc. 

Excursions.—Chester Heights affords 
accommodations and has advantages une- 
—s by any other groves. On the line of 
alt. Central R. R., 22 miles from Broad and 
Washington. Management strictly Christian 
—no Dancing, Drinking of Intoxicating 
Liquors, or Gambling allowed. Look no fur- 
ther—Run no risks—Select your dav at once—No 
charge foreithergrove. Rev. J B. UcCullough, 

President, 1018 Arch Street. 12-6 








1875 JUST ISSUED. 1875 


CROWN OF LIFE 


For the Sunday-School Song Service, Praise and 
Prayer Meetings. By W. A. Ogden. Contains 160 
ps gs and has the Easiest Melodies, Best Words, 
and is. withal, the most complete Sunday School 
Song Book published It hasa Concert Exer- 
cise (“ Sacred Places of the Gospel,”) both interest- 
ing and instructive,which any school can produce. 


SEND 30 CTS, FOR SPECIMEN COPY In BOARDS. 
W. W. WHITNEY, Publisher. 


13-3teow Toledo, Ohio. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 
THE READERS OF THE TIMES 


Should Patronize the Popular 
Dining and Ice Cream Rooms 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


912 ARCH STREET, PHILA. 17-6-52 








| THA. 


_—A SPECIALTY.— 


FINE OOLONG TEA 


FOR FAMILY USE 


ONLY 
50 Cents per Pound, 


—AND BY— 


Half-Chests, 45 Cents. 


E. Bradford Clarke, 


8S. W. Cor. Broad & Walnut. 

















Agents wan'ed for Dr. March's great Work, 
Our E'ather’s House.’ 
With its riches and beauties. its Blooming flowers, 
a , birds, Waving palms, Rolling clouds 
Beautiful bow, Sacred mountains, Delightful 
rivers, Mighty oceans, Blazing heavens, and 
countless beings in millions of worlds. We want 
alive young man or lady in each town and county. 
Good pay. Send for circular and full particulars. 
P.W. ZIEGLER & CO.. 518 Arch St., Phila.,Pa. 

Or 201 South Clark St., Chicago, iil. 








CENTENNIAL GAMES make 
& splendid Gift for old or 
oung. A storehouse of 
‘un and profit for the so- 
cial circle in the-e 50 new 
Sage of American History 
or 100 years, on 60 cards. 
Sent by mail for 75 cents. 
* They stand tarival 
in the home circle.” 
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825. THE PENNSYLVANIA $1875. 


Fire Insurance Company, 


Philadelphia. 
Incorporated 1825, 
Capital, $400,000.00, Assets, $1.572,139.92. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, Presiden, 





WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 17-7-52 














= 4 hl 


—- «(«#F FS 


BO se 














April 10, 1875: 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


330° 








Special Notices. 


ERVOUS DEBILITY! NERVOUS DEBILIT 

Debility, a depressed, irritable state of mind, 

@ weak, nervous, exhausted feeling, no energy 

or animation, confused head, weak memory, 
the consequences of excesses, mentaloverwork. This 
nervous debility finds a sovereign cure in E. F. Kun- 
KE&L’s BITTER WINE OF IRON. It tones thesystem, 
dispels the mental gloom and despondency, and reju- 
venates the entire system. Sold only-in $1 bottles, 
Get the genuine. Take only E. F, KUNKEL’s, it has 
ayellow wrapper aroundjit. his photograph on outside. 
Jd by your druggist. E. F. KUNKEL, Proprietor, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 


259 Tape Worm Removed Alive. 259 
Head and all complete in two hours. No fee till 
head passes. Seat, Pin and Stomach Worms removed 
by Dr. KUNKEL, 259 North Ninth 8t., Philadelphia, 
Pa. To have Tape Worm removed, patients must 
come on, but for all other worms, Wa druggist can 
rocure it. Ask for KUNKEL’S WORM SYRUP. 
rice, $1, and guaranteed, Send for Circular. (124 


Advertising Department. 


A GREAT OFFER! HORACE WATERS & SONS, 
1 481 B’WAY, N.Y., will dispose 
of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS of first class 
makers, including WATERS, ai extremely 
low prices for cash, or part cash, and balance 
in small monthly paymenis. 


WATERS’ NEW SCALE PIANOS 


are the best made; The touch elastic, and 
a fine singing tone, powerfal, pare and 
even. 


WATERS’ CONCERTO ORGANS 


cannot be excelled in tone or beauty; they 
defy competition. The Concerto Stop 
is a fine Imitation of th Human Voice. 
PRICES EXTREMELY LOW /for cash 
t Month. Monthly Instalments re- 
ceived; on Pianos, $10 to $15; Organs, 
$4 to $8; monthly after first deposit. 
AGENTS WANTED. A liberal discount 
to Teachers, Ministers, Churches, Schools, Loages, 
etc. Special inducements to the trade. 
Illustrated Catalogues Mailed for 3 
cent stamp. 14-2 


For First-class Pianos, sent on trial 
Circulars free. U. 8. PIANO CO., 
810 Broadway, N. Y. Please state 
[ap18-52t 


WAIT FOR OUR: NEW 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL SONG BOOK, 


BRIGHTEST & BEST 


By Rev. Robt. Lowry and 
. W. Howard Doane, 


The well-known authors of PuRE GoLp and 
RoyaL DIADEM. 


“BRIGHTEST AND BEST’ 


—WILL BE— 
Ready in April. 
It will contain 160 pages of new and valuable 


Sunday-School Songs, by the authors, and other 
well-known composers, : 


“‘BRIGHTEST AND BEST” | 


will be sold at the old popular price, $30 per 
100 Copies, in Boa Covers. SEND 
YOUR ORDERS AT ONCE. Orders 
filled in turn as received. 


One copy, in Paper Cover, sent on receipt of 
25 Cents, when ready. Address, 


BIGLOW & MAIN, “xev yore. 


91 Washington St., Chicago. 
17-13tf 


GOSPEL SONGS 


By P. P. BLISS, 


Is acknowledged to be the best Book ever issued 
for Revival and Sunday-School Work. bas + ype 
copy sent by mail on receipt of 30 cts. .60 per 
dozen, by 

JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, 0. 


—IT ISs— 
Tae TROTEL 


GOSPEL SONGS! 


BY P. P. BLISS, 


Is having & more extended sale than any Book of 
a similar character ever before issued. The de- 
mand for specimen copies (which are sent. by 
mail on receipt of 30 cts.) is in nearly every 
case followed by 1 orders, showing that the 
contents of the Book are its sure recommenda- 
tion. Address all orders to the publishers, 


JOHN CHURCH & CO. 


Cincinnati. O, 


























where you saw this notice. 
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SONGS OF GRACE AND GLORY. 


The very best Sunday-School Son 
Book. By W. F. SHERWIN and 8. J. 
VAIL. 160 Pages, Splendid Hymns, 
Choice Music, Tinted Paper, Superior 
Binding. Price, in Boards, 35c.; $3.60 
per Dozen; $30 per 100. Mailed at retail 
price. Publishers, HORACE WATERS 
«& SONS, 481 Broadway, New York. 
P.O. Box 3567. 14-2 








: Price, paper, 25 cts., $20 





Standbridge Brothers, 


ORGAN BUILDERS, 


Nos. 815 and 317 South Twenty-Second Street, 
BELOW SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


PIPH ORGANS, 


jeWeow26) 


OF ALL SIZES AND DESCRIPTiONS 








PALME FR’sS 


SONGS % LOWE 


“TRIED AND PROVED.” 
No Experiment 


in Buying SONGS OF LOVE 


For the Sabbath-School. 
Has given the ut- 


SONGS OF LOVE sncse” satisfaction 


in all instances. The author is one of our 
most popular composers, as well as one of 
our best, and we feel that we shall but do 
him and the public justice in recommending 
this, his best work, most heartily. 


By H. R. PALMER. 
Price, $3.60 per dozen. 


Specimen copy mailed postpaid upon receipt 
of 30 cents by the Publishers. 


, JOHN CHURCH & CO, 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 


MUSIC BOOKS 


BEST FOR 
QUARTET CHO/RS. 


Thomas’s Sacred Quartets. 
Baumbach’s Sacred Quartets. 
Buck’s Motet Collection. 
Baumbach’s New Collection. 
Buck’s 2d Motet Collection. 
Church and Home. 
Mayter’s Church Music. 
Trinity Collection. 


Price of each book, in Boards, $2.50. In Cloth, $2.75. 


CLARKE’S NEW METHOD 


FOR REED ORGANS 


By WILLIAM H. CLARKE. Price $2.50, 


Mr. Wm. H. Clarke, a distin; hed organist 
and com Tr, was especially fortunate in the 
compilation of this fine work, which sprang into 
popular favor immediately on its issue, has had 
remarkable success, and continues to be the lead- 
ing method. Contains, in addition to instructions, 
@ capital collection of Reed Organ music. 


12- 














4#@~ All books sent, post-paid, for retail price. 
OLIVER DITSON & CO., CHAS. H. DITSON & C0., 
Boston. 711 Br’dway, N.Y. 








Echoes from Zion. 


Things New and Old in Sacred Song. 
Edited by W. ¥. Sherwin. For Prayer, 
Praise and Revival Meetings, comprising 
the leading favorite songs with man 
choice new ones. The most desirable col- 
lection of Devotional Hymns and Masic 
ever issued. It contains 128 handsome pages. 
per 100. Boards. 30 cts., 
$25 per hundred. Cloth, flexible, 35 cts., $30 per 
hundred. Mailed at retail prices. Publishers, 

HORACE WATERS & SONS, 
481 Broadway, New York, Box 3567. 








VOICE OF GOD 


By Rev. ALFRED NEVIN, D.D. 

A new and valuable Sook of absorb- 
ing interest. Itisa Complete Compen- 
dium of red History, Biography 
and Chronology. It contains all the 
Historic and Legendary Lore of the 
Bible, Biographical Accounts of its 
Patriarchs. Prophets, Priests, Kings 
aud Heroes. Also the occurrences of 
Four Hundred Years, from the last of 
the Prophets to the birth of Christ (not 
found in any other single volume). A 
royal octavo of 800 pages, embellished 
with nu ous hand eengravings. 

Liberal terms to Agents. 


Millers’ Bible and Publishing House, 


13-13 1102 & 1104 Sansom S8t., Phila. 





‘14-2 





Two Books for the Times 


- PREPARING TO TEACH. 
A NORMAL CLASS-BOOK. 


IT TREATS OF 


Bible Hutdences..............0006 by JoHN HALL, D.D. 
The Tabernacle,......... by E. P. Humpurey, D.D. 
Manners and Customs,....by W. H. GREN, D.D. 
Summary of Doctrine,...by F. L. Patton, D.D. 
How to Teach the Bible,..by J. BENNET TYLER. 

At is designed to be a HAND-BOOK for Teach- 


ers, and for the especial use of TRAINING 
CLASSES, Large 12mo. Illustrated. Price, $1.75. 





Father Tompkins and his 


BIBLES. 
By Professor WILLIS J. BEECHER, 
of Auburn Seminary. 


Under the garb of a pleasing narra ive, it dis- 
cusses questions of vital importance with regard 
to the Bible, and meets prevailing forms of doubt 
and skepticism as to the inspiration, credibility 
and authenticity of the Scriptures, Farmer Tomp- 
kins, with his “ Biblearium,” is a character that 
impresses itself upon the reader vividly. 16mo, 
Illustrated. Price, $1.25. 





Address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
. Business Superintendent, 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


1884 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


NELSON & PHILLIPS, 


PUBLISHERS, 






































805 Broadway, N. Y. | 


Keep constantly on hand a Comovlete Stock of the 
LATEST AND BEST 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY BOOKS, 
—AND— 
Teachers’, Scholars’ and Superintendents’ Helps. 
They make it a point not to allow any book on 
their shelves that is not approved as GOOD. 
LIBRARY COMMITTEES will find it to their 
advantage to call on us before purchasing else- 
where. Catalogues mailed free on application. 


New Sunday-School Music Book 


Joyful Songs 


BY JAMES R. MURRAY, 
Author of Pure Diamonds, School Chimes, Impérial, &¢ 


An entirely new collection of Sunday-School 
Songs by this favorite writer, whose Pure Diamonds 
has reached a sale of nearly 


Half a Million Copies. 


If you wish a collection of New Gems for vour 
— don’t fail to examine “JOYFUL 


Price, 35 cts., $3.60 per Doz, 


Sample copy mailed on receipt of 85 cents. Sold. 
by most Book and Music vealers. 


S. BRAINARD’S SONS, 
Publishers, 


14-13 CLEVELAND, OHIO. 








=T H E= 


acred Cantata 


—THE REPETITION— 


OF THE BEAUTIFUL CANTATA 


JRSUS.EFRIEND=CHILDREN 


Was given at Bethany, Thursday Evening, 
to a large and delighted auditory. 
Unless we are much mistaken, 


This Cantata will take rank among the Best 
Productions of its Class. 


So 

















E have printed, in a neat pamphlet, 

the whole Cantata, Words and 

Music, and have it for sale at this 
Office—Price, 25 Cents per copy. 

Special Discounts will be made to Sunday- 
Schools and Societies desiring to give the 
piece. It is adapted to the capacity of 
almost every Sunday-School in the country. 


GOOD CHANCE{ ox 


Wilkie Collins’ Pe story, “ The Law and 
the Lady,” price in book form, $4.50. 

M. E. Braddon’s charming romance, “ Host- 
ages to Fortune,” price in book form $1.25. 

Both the above sent postpaid for 25 cemts, in 
THE AMERICAN MirnROR—a weekly paper for the 
millions who love good jeoting: Address, THE 
AMERICAN MIRROR, P. O. Box 4521 (29 Rose Street), 
New York City. Say where you saw this adver- 
tisement. , 17-12-52 














Secrets of the Sanctum. 


AN INSIDE VIEW OF AN EDITOR’s LIFE. 
2mo, Cloth, Black and Gold,$1.50. By A. F. HILL. 
Full of Humor and Satire. 


MY DANISH DAYS 


With a glance at the 
History, Traditions and Literature of the Old 
Northern Country, 
By Geo. L. Griffin, late U.S. Consul at Copenhagen. 
Chatty, Instructive and Deeply Interesting. 


READY SOON. 
—The Magnificent New Lawn Game— 


QUOITET. 


Cheap, Simple and Intensely Exciting. 


CLAXTON, REMSEN & HAFFELFINGER, 
624, 626, 628 Market St., 












——— 


















ECONOMY ty PRICE 








ELEGANCE I EXECUI 
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RTISTIC TYPOGRAPHICAL EMPORIUM, 
CHESTNUT 610 STREET. 


peak 











If you wish to add good Books to your Library 
(and certainly no others should ever find a place) 
send to one who knows just what and what not to 


send. 
If inconvenient to call, send old catal .» 
ts) 


prevent duplicating, ahd, if our selection 
‘ail to please, will exchange. 

Our stock comprises every possible requisite, 
such as Commentaries, Maps, Cards, re ge Books, 
&c., &c., that you may need. Libe unts 
allowed, with immediate attention to all orders in 
or out of the city. Theological and other Books 


in great variety. 
U. D. WARD, 
150 Nassau St. (up-stairs), N. ¥. 


— BLENDING LIGHTS == 


Or, The Relations of Natural Science, Archxology 
and ree to the Bible. 

In these days of multiplied attacks upon the 
Bible, and through it unon supernatural religion, 
there is acall for multiplied replies. l2zmo. 376 pp. 
$2.00.—AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, New York. 
Philad’a, 1408 Chestnut St.—H. N. THISSELL, 


& 
ospel singer. 
Gospel sing 
PHILIP PHILLIPS. 
The Singing Book for all Sabbath Schools. 
JUST ISSUED. 
Sample copy, by mail, 36 ots, 


922 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, 


10-18 














$30 per 100 copies. 
Lee & Walker. 


~ SHOT-GUNS, RIFLES, PISTOLS gp REVOLVERS, 









Of any and every xin Send Wenn =o 
Address Great We: 
una Revolver Works, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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“The Sacred Cantata.” 


In order to render “The Cantata” effectively, 
there should be a chorus of forty or fifty young 
adies and gentlemen, or girls and boys. A large 
piano and cabinet-organ will do for instruments. 
The overture may either be an arrangement of 
all the times in one piece, or any set instrumental 
piece of five or eight minutes 

‘The Recitations, on the 10th and 19th pages, 
should be by twelve young ladies in ccncert. 
The descriptive paits should be read by a good 
reader, or they may be repleced by instrumental 
interludes. 

The song of the litt!e ones, page 11, “ Happy and 
Free,” should be sung by a group of twelve litt'e 
girls, taking hold of hands in a circle and walking 
round and round as they sing. 

The Pilgrim Song, page 13, should be sung by a 
group of young men. The first three verses to be 
sung in another room; the door should be gradu- 
ally opened, so that the sound will represent the 





_ approaching procession. As they commence sing- 


ing the fourth verse, they should come on to tha 
platform, and the whole chorus should join in 
singing the remaining verses. 

The Dialogue Song, page 14, the young men sing 
the first line loud and strong. The young ladies 
the second line very soft, and so on alternately 
through the piece. 








The demand for ESTEY ORGANS is astonish- 
ing. While some parties are obliged to advertise 
enormous sales which exist however only in .ima- 
gination, Mrssrs. Estey & Co. can, with assurance 
and pride, point tothe record of disposal of every 
organ advertised as manufactured. See their 


Advertisement in another column. 
LL TIE 


Advertising Department, 


UNSURPASSED (for Excellence). 


Map of Palestine (Osborn & Coleman’s), 6x9, $15. 

Map of Jerusalem > P ok: ki oi Oa G18, 
AuDivereary Exercises, 100 yarieties. 
Aids to Study of 8 8. Lessons, 1875. 

ALL SuPPLigs for Schoois from leust want to the 
pos on most favorable terms, 

Send tor Catalogues and a!] orders to 


GARRIGUES BROLHERS, Phila... Pa. 
15-13 


. SABBATH-SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 


—— 


gay” We beg to draw the attention of those 
intending to replenish their LIBRARIES to 
the NEW Sassatu-scHoot Books of 
our own publication, which have been issued 
during the past three years,—all of which 
have been selected with great care. 

Send for our New Catalogue. 


Books of other publishers, and of the various 
religious publication societies, also supplied. 























Carters’ Cheap S. S. Library, 
No. 2. 

60 vols, neat cloth, 12,530 pp. wooden case, net $20. 

Carters’ Chcap S. S. Library, 
No. 1. 


50 vols., cloth, wooden case, net $20. « 
Lists of the BOOKS contained in each furnished. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 


530 Broadway, VW. Y*. 








UST PURLISHED “THE BIBLE Epucaror,” 
e complete in 4 vols., at $3 each; or, in parts, at 
0c nts. Indispensable to every one e gaged in 
Sunday-school works. 4 @>Dr. Willits, of W. Arch 
8t.“Presbyterian Church, says: ‘The many able 
pens that have contributed to it, and the broad 
and catholic spirit in which the whole work is 
conceived, ought to secure for it a welcome in 
thousands of homes of Christendom. Address 
CASSELL, PETTER & GALPIN, New York, 
Pennsylvania A 
(10-13 


1208 Chestaut: Bt, Phila. 

IT WILL BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE 
If you wish any 
Sunday-School Library Books, Rewards 
or Requisites, 

to write for a Catalogue to 


PERKINPINE & HIGGINS, 
830 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 








17-7-26 











NEW 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL SONG BOOK. 









Nate 
SA HULL & R.G. STAPLES. 
Price 35 cts. $30 per Hund. 
‘ Send 85 cts. for SPECIMEN COvY. 
Address, ASA HULT, Publisher, 
909 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


[15-4eow 



















SABBATEH-SCHOOL. 


EXCELSIOR 








FURNITURE. 


EXCELSIOR FULDING-SEAT; CURVED-RACK PEW ;can use 
any style of end. It exceis any thing yet offered to the public, in 
comfort, beauty.convenience cleanliness, healthfulness,and econ- 
YLES PF A *OUDER The best revers- 

The RECEEM On a Patrte,.Chairs.Sofan, 

5 Y SCHOOL FURAITUKB, 

fas te, used by Schools of Philadelphia, Jersey 

City, Detroit, Cincinnati, New Orleans, St. Louis, Memphis, Kan. 
ans Ke ag ad and in mest of the United States. BLACK. 
BOAR for Sabbath and Day Sehools, Globes, Maps, Charts, 
and all Apparatus used in schools. SEND FOR PRICE-LIST, 


EXCELSIOR SCHOOL 
Cincinnati, 124 Walnut St. 
J ula, 704 Chestnut St. 
New Orleans, 166 Julia St. 
New York, 85 Broadway, 





Philadelphia, 1003 Arch St. 
Omaha, Creighton Block. 
Atlanta, (112 Whitehall S 
Indianapolis, Ind. 








|lo-6beow 











John Gibson—Plain, Decorative & Fresco Painting. 
i ou Glass Stainers, Modern and 

J Y tt, H. GIBSO y Antique Church Glass, &c. 
123 & 125 South Eleventh St., Phila. [17-13 52 








Emblems, Sentences 
and Texts. 

Silk Banners $5 each. 
Banners for Interior De- 
coration 83 each. 
Stenciling done to order. 
Rap Send for Circular. “@@ 
Tt. J. POTTER, 


ROOM 32 BIBLE HOUSE, 
7-10-45-7 New YORK. 








Instruction = PHONO GRAPHY 


Prof.S. M. Stiles, A.M., hie Reporter, 
1020 Arch Street (2d Floor), 17-12tf 


WM. FEWSMITH'S SCHOOL. 


Rooms Central and Commodious. 
Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business, 
17-6-52 1008 Chestnut St., Philad’a, 


VOICE CULTURE. 


Treatment of Stammering and all other Defects 
of Speech at 


1224 Chestnut St. by M. F. EATON, 


Professor in National School of Elocution and 
Oratory, 1418 Chetnut Streets, Phila. 17-10-52t, 


QONSTANT EMPLOYMENT “* cremate. 
a@ week warranted. No capital required. Par- 
ticulars and valuable sample sent free. Address, 
with 6c. return stamp. 
10-13 Cc. Ross, Williamsburgh, N. Y 





























MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


BELL FOUNDERS, 


Troy, New York, 


Manufacture a Superior gual! of BELLS. CHURCH 
and CHAPEL BELLS a Specialty. 
aa Illustrated Catalogues sent free, 17-1-52 








PRINTING PRESS—Just Out. Prints 
10 a form 5 by 714 inches. Send stamp for Cata- 
logue. W. C. EVANS, 50 N. 9th 8t., Phila, [10-13 








GREAT 


MAP OF 


PALESTINE, PART of SYRIA, and MOAB, 


By Prof. H. §. OSBORN and Dr. L. COLEMAN. 





It comprises all that is important, and permitted to be published from both the English and American Sur. 
VEYS of the PALESTINE EXPLORATION SocieTY and MORE, as it contains original and independent 
Surveys, completed only last November (1874), and introduced in January, 1875. 

aa The Publishers believe that no Map contains, as a whole, so accurate and recent entries, or 80 


full and important facts. 


This Map supplies the call for a map worthy of the enlarged study given to this land. It can be 
studied With great ease across a room capable of containing 1000 people, and is not nearly so crowded 
as one comprising half the material. Instead of big blots for cities, spots indicating only relative 
sizes of the cities or villages.are put upon the map. The imporiant ranges of Mountains, the Hill and 
Valley Systems are laid down accurately and with care; and many heights are given conveying in- 
teresting and correc: impressions as to this very important feature, namely, the Levels of the country 
—which fact is very much neglected in every map, and one of the latest conveys extremely erro- 
neous ideas to both young and old. The chief springs, wells, fountains; the kind of animals; the 
species of vegetation; all the battle-fields of <cripture; the localities of the Crusade battles; and 
those of all history are indicated. The geologic nature of the rocks, soil, and all known Biblical 
localities, with classic and modern names, are to be four d,—the lately discovered towns, ruins, etc., 


are entered where they have been authenticated. 


No less than thirteen of the best living authorities— 


travelers and scholars—have contributed to the perfection of this Map. It is eminently fitted not 
only for the school-room, but for the library and private family, and can, at small additional expense, 
be put upon spring rollers,—the map rolling itself up with nothing but a tassel hanging, and capable 
of being drawn out to any length, and remaining with that length exposed. 

The commendations of this Map include many from such as Pror. Morrat, Princeton, N. J.; 
Dr. W. M. THOMSON, Missionary in Syria, and author of “ The Land and the Book;” Dr. T. L. CUYLER, 
of Brooklyn, N. Y.; Horatio B. Hackett, DD, author of “Illustra'ion of Scripture;” Rev. Wm. 
Bacon STEVENS, D.D, Bishop of Penn; Dr. Henry C. FisH, of Newark, N.J.; Pror. A. Guyot, of 


Princeton, etc., etc, 


Price, $15.00. Size, neerly 10 ft. by 6 ft., on paper muslin mounted. 


With Spring Rollers and Tassel, etc., very neat, $3,00 extra. 


Address— 


Dr. LYMAN COLEMAN, Easton, Penn. 








Locust St." 3936 


HERBERT MM. MORSE, 


Ice Cream and Fine Confectionery. 


Makes a SrecraLty in serving aLL Sunday- 
schvol Parties, Festivals. and Entertainments for 
the Young, at REASONABLE PRic&s. 


H. M. MORSE. 


[17-15-26teow 








AND SCUURING COMPANY. 
C ARPETS Taken up, Shaken and Relaid. 
Cleaned upon the Floor. 
Office, 506 West Twenty-first St. 
West of 10th Avenue, 


OSEPH WELLWOOD, Prop’r. N. Y. 


Woes CARPET CLEANING 


[17-10-52 











—-THE- 


Balloon Gas Regulator 


Is automatic, sensitive, simple in construction, 
durable, and instanianeous in its action. It pre- 
vents all blowing and waste, all undue pressure 
on the pipes, secures steadiness of light and 


Saves from Twenty to Forty per ct. 
No gas consumer can afford to be without it. 





Agents wanted everywhere, 


é ADAMS & STICKNEY, 
3 National Savings Bank, 
3 Washington, D. C. 











ASTHM A CURED!—For circular and price address 
8. C. UPHAM, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 

SUPERFLUOUS HAIR *5°S°opinix ssc 
\ 1818 





OLD ROOFS 


Easily made water-tight with Glines’ Slate Paint, 
which saves re-shingling, contains no tar, is ex- 
tremely cheap. practi fire-proof, very orna- 
mental, and endorsed by Public Institutions, Corpo- 
rations and leadius men in all sections. Send for 
Book Circular of Home references and full particu- 
lars, to Box 1761 N. Y. Roofs made water-tight, 
or no charge. N. Y¥. SLATE ROOFING Co., 49 South 
Front 8t., Phila. 17-9-4e0w 











uarcbaser in each town, we 


To the first 
will ship 1000 fees of our heavy felt Roofing, 
with everything necessary to put it on for thirty 
dollars. SEND FoR SAMPLES AND CIRCULARS. 


PENN ROOFING COMPANY, 


107 South Second Street, Phila. 


coil 


(11-18t 





REMIUM CHESTER WHITE PIGS.—$15 each, 

$28 a pair. Chester County MAMMOTH CoRN; 

and Imported Beieran Oats. 4 tbs by mail, $1, 

peck, $3 He, bushel, $3; bushel. $5. Circulars and 
e 





‘amp 8 of Seeds Free for 2 stamps. Ad- 
oe N, P. BOYER, Parkesburg, Chester Co , Pa, 














Always Fresh and Reltable.—DKEER'S GAR- 

DEN CALENDaR, 1875, coutains deggriptive and 

pane lists of Vegetable, Flower an@Grass Seeds, 

lants, Bulbs, Novelties and every GARDEN RE- 

QUISITE. Beautifully illustrated, Mailed free. 

Address HENRY A. DREER, awa) w 6t Pa, 
17-10-8—36-6—=18-6-12—. 





J. B, LIPPINCOTT & CO. 


HAVE JUST PUBLISHED 


Memoirs of J. Q. Adams. 


Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, comprising 
portions of his Diary from 1795 to 1848. Edited by 
Hon, CHARLES Francis ADaMs. 8v0. Vol. V. Ex- 
tra cloth, $5. 


“Contains more matter of historical interest 
than the memoir of any other public man extant " 
—Baltimore American, 

“Their Memoirs of John Quincey Adams, by Hon. 
Charles Francis Adams, will ever rank among the 
most valuable biographical works of the age, and 
contain information which every American citi- 
zen ought to understand.”—Christian Intelligencer. 

“No one should fail to read it who would have 
correct knowledge of the history of our republic, 
especially of the men who have taken au active 
part in its public affuirs.’’— Central Christian Advo- 
cate. 





THE 
Life of Benjamin Franklin, 


Written by himself, embracing a brief account of 
his Ancestors, and an Autobiography of the first 
fifty years of his life, with a continuous story of 
his later years and the events of histimes. From 
his original manuscripts, printed correspondence, 
and other writin;ss. Now First Edited by the Hon. 
John Bigelow, late Minister to France. In three 
crown 8vo volumes, of about 550 pages each. 
With Portrait from Steel. Price per volume, 
extra cloth, $2.50; library extra, $3.00; half cal 
gilt, $4.50. 

From the Christian Advocate.— Mr. Bigelowshas 
done a noble work in its preparation, and the 
publishers have given it to the public in the best 
style of the art.” 

From the Halifcz Wesleyan.— We know of no 
work in the who’e range of our biographical 
literature that will be read with so much interest 
by our people.” 

4 For sale by Booksellers generally, or will be sent 

by mail, post-paid, upon receipt of the price by 

J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., Publishers, 
715 & 717 Market St., Philadelphia. 


In actual use 


MORE THAN 


54,000 
ESTEY ORGANS! 


MANUFACTURED BY 


J. ESTEY & CO., 


Brattleboro’, Vt. 
Sa~ Send for Illustrated Catalogue. [15-4eow 

















NEWSPAPER 


ADVERTISING! 


We receive ADVERTISEMENTS for insertion in 
any Newspaper pu! lished in the United States. 
dvertisers should send fur our Lists aud Rates 
before closing contracts for their SPRInG Adver- 
tising. Estimates furnished on application. 


4a-Send for our Advertisers’ Reference Book. 
H. H. CHANDLER & CO.. 
89 Madison St., 





H, H. CHANDLER, 
W. 8S. Epes, Chicago, Ill. 
D, M. Lorn. 15-2e0w 








BUSINESS CARD 


From the Publisher, 


To Supt’s & Teachers: 
be wack wear incr Life Insurance, 
Fire Insurance, 
Sewing Machines, 
Book Publishing, 
Merchandising, 
Manufacturing, 


or any and every other calling to which public 
attention needs to be directed: 

Do you, in arranging your advertising, realize 
the fact that The Sunday-School Times is the on)y 
weekly paper that reaches, with its large circu- 
lation, many of the very patrons whom most of 
all you wish to know, and that in serving your- 
selves by using our columns as the medium, 
you will also aid in sustaining your own valued 
paper, The Times? (See our Advertising Rates.) 

Respectfully, 
JOHN WANAMAKER. 





_acnt pec 























